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Gathering Books for the Saints: 
A History of Libraries in Territorial Utah* 


By L. H. Kirkpatrick, Librarian 


University of Utah Library 
Salt Lake City, Utah 


‘he date of the re-establishment of the Church of Jesus Christ by Joseph 
Smith for the Mormons is significant in library history because in April of 
1830, the library of his church also came into being, and, unlike any other 
library in the world, it was not founded by man, but, according to the Mormon 
belief, was established by God. Joseph Smith’s revelation said that there 
shall be a record kept by a Church historian; this was carefully done, and the 
minutes of the first meeting are recorded in long hand and are available in the 
Church historian’s library, which is literally complete on the history of the 
Mormons. Not only does the library preserve publications printed by the 
Church, but, as the religious group grew and developed, the anti-Mormon 
publications were also collected and deposited there. This latter was done 
because of another revelation of Joseph Smith which said he was to gather 
all the printed lies about the Mormons and put them on record, so that on the 
Judgment Day the Lord would have a complete list of those who had been 
saying unkind things about the Mormons. 

It is interesting to note that the first three in charge of the Church historian’s 
library have a distinction perhaps held by no other librarians in the world: 
they were designated by the Lord in revelations. The first historian was G. 
Oliver Cowdry, so able and ambitious that he wanted to have revelations, too; 
a revelation had to be sent to tell him that only the president of the Church 
could have revelations binding on the whole membership. Discontented in 
being just a scribe and historian, he was soon succeeded by another appointee 
of the Lord, the prophet’s wife, Emma Smith. As this was not satisfactory, 
John Whitmer was designated next in a revelation with the restriction that 
he could remain historian only as long as he was faithful. His term ended 
when he apostatized and left the Church eight years later. 

One of the first items of printing in the history of Nebraska was sent out 
from the Mormons’ winter quarters in 1847, and it urged the Mormons to 
bring with them all the books they could, so that the Church recorder could 
make an anthology of the best selections as a reader to use in educating the 


* Digest of remarks made at the 52nd Annual Meeting, Medical Library Association, 
Salt Lake City, June 16, 1953. 
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children. Unfortunately, they discovered that it cost more to bring in the paper 
and run the printing presses in Utah, so their printing in the valley was very 
limited. They found it better to send back East for the books, but they kept 
up the Church historian’s library. Diaries and daily journals recording illnesses, 
deaths, distances covered in their trek, etc., were gathered and filed, as likewise 
today are filed reports of activities in each ward and district throughout the 
world. It is a sacred duty to keep the records in detail and with accuracy, for it 
is believed that everything is simultaneousiy recorded in heaven. 

The respect which the Mormons have for their history is evident in the 
fact that the budget for their Genealogical Library is triple that for the Uni- 
versity of Utah Library. A devout Mormon has the responsibility of looking 
up his ancestors and tracing them carefully, so that they can be baptized 
vicariously into the Mormon Church and be saved. They hope some day to 
have every surname in the world recorded in the Genealogical Library. The 
support of the Genealogical Library and the Church historian’s library is 
derived from voluntary donations called tithing. These are not a wealthy 
people and the libraries are evidence of what can be accomplished through 
belief. 

Another remarkable library now dead and partially absorbed into the 
University Library is the Territorial Library of the old State of Deseret, later 
the State of Utah. It was asked for as a part of the bill setting up the territory, 
and the money was allotted by the Government after the Territorial delegate, 
John Bernhisel, had persuaded Congress that books were needed. His first 
venture in gathering books was to launch a book drive throughout America 
and his experience netted him the same collection of worthless items as present- 
day efforts have yielded, so he began to purchase books. The catalog of the 
Territorial Library is a tribute to Bernhisel’s education and training, for he 
selected his material very well. In 1852 a catalog of the Library’s 3000 items 
was printed, and the Library was large enough to be listed in the 1850 United 
States census. In 1857 it was given an excellent rating, but it had the mis- 
fortune of representing part of the conflict of the period. The librarian’s salary 
of $600 per year was very attractive and the position was appointive by the 
governor. When Brigham Young was about to be deposed, however, they 
made it elective by the legislature, believing even if a “gentile’”’ governor came 
in, there would always be a Mormon legislature. But the “gentile” governor 
later sought revenge for their having usurped one of his appointive privileges 
and vetoed appropriations for the Library. The Federal Government also 
continued to deny funds, so that finally in 1890 the state legislature decreed 
that the Territorial Library should be abandoned as a separate entity and sent 
to the University Library where the books still remain scattered throughout 
the collection. The Mormons were responsible for three remarkable libraries, 
one with government aid, and two as a part of their faith. 





Methods of Investigation of 


Human Inheritance’ 


By FRANK H. TyLer, M.D. 

Assistant Professor of Medicine 

Department of Medicine, University of Utah 

AND FAYETTE E. STEPHENS, PH.D. 
Associate Research Professor of Medicine (Genetics) 


Department of Genelics, University of Utah 
Salt Lake City, Utah 


Part I 


‘Le problems of investigation of human inheritance are multiple and 
actually quite different from the problems that face an individual who would 
study inheritance in other forms, where controlled experimental observations 
can be made. 

We are, of course, limited in our primary material to the observation of 
what is happening under natural circumstances in human society. The study 
of human inheritance is limited not only by this fact, but also by the fact 
that we live essentially as long as the people whom we hope to study; therefore, 
in general, we are fortunate if we can observe more than one or two generations 
at a given cross section of time in which we make our studies, and as we shall 
see in discussing the problems which we face in the investigation of human 
inheritance, this becomes a very serious and sometimes quite critical problem 
in the evaluation of results. 

I want to discuss with you briefly the clinical problems which we meet in 
terms of recognition of a disease, its identity in all of its ramifications, and 
the useful purely clinical information that comes from genetic investigation. 
I shall describe three disease processes which we have studied in some detail 
here, and Dr. Stephens will then outline the conclusions we have made about 
these diseases from the genetic point of view as a result of our studies. 

In general, the investigation of human inheritance starts out with a so-called 
propositus; that is, a patient with a particular disease, which either because 
of the patient’s knowledge of his family or because of previous clinical informa- 
tion about that disease, we presume to be genetic in character. The problem 


* Read at the 52nd Annual Meeting, Medical Library Association, Salt Lake City, June 
16, 1953. 
' By Dr. Tyler. 
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then is, having identified that disease in a given individual, to establish the 
size of his pedigree and the availability of the people in it for study. 

Many genetic investigations in the human have been broken off at this point, 
and the information obtained from the propositus or his immediate family 
have been used to draw a conclusion about the inheritance. This is misleading, 
as we shall see. We feel that it is extremely vital that as many members as 
possible of a given kindred in which we see a genetic trait should be examined 
and examined with considerable care. A number of facts come out of such 
examinations. First of all, we learn a good deal about the total clinical picture, 
that is, the variability that the trait may show in different people and under 
different circumstances, because genetic traits are affected not only by cir- 
cumstances in which they develop, but also by the remainder of the genetic 
background of the given patient in whom they develop. In addition, the ob- 
servation of many people who are known to carry the same trait from the same 
genetic source gives an opportunity to define the total possible variability of a 
given trait in a fashion which is impossible in routine clinical observations. 

We are also interested in associated anomalies. Indeed, it sometimes proves 
to be true that a single trait determines more than one anomaly. Linked genetic 
traits may thus be demonstrated and other genetic factors revealed. 

The diseases we are going to discuss today concern single anomalies primarily, 
but many times, particularly in the disease which we are studying at the 
moment (which is myotonia dystrophica), there are many anomalies—the 
lens of the eye is affected, and the growth of the hair on the head affected, as 
well as muscular disability being involved, all the effect of one specific gene. 

After as thorough an evaluation as possible has been made of many patients, 
it then becomes necessary to evaluate the additional historical data which can 
be obtained about the patients who cannot be examined. Of course, patients 
die from the disease or because of aging or other processes and are therefore 
unavailable; sometimes special factors make it impossible to examine certain 
patients. It is extremely important that such material be evaluated con- 
servatively; its source and its reliability must be checked in the most definitive 
possible fashion, and historical information must be separated from the specific 
clinical information, and care taken in evaluating results. 

We want to talk today about three diseases which are primary in muscle. 
The first is facioscapulohumeral dystrophy, the second is childhood muscu- 
lar dystrophy, and the third is a very unusuai disease, paramyotonia. 

The first is a disease which comes on in young adult life, actually produces 
severe disability only in an occasicnal! patient. The process involves muscular 
tissue with extreme degrees of muscular atrophy, which is distributed in a 
specific fashion. This pattern is really the best diagnostic criterion of the dis- 
ease. 

A number of things are apparent from these cases. The patient has atrophy 
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of the muscles of his proximal pectoral girdle as well as extremely high scapulae. 
He has involvement of the muscles of his face so that when he tries to whistle, 
he makes an irregular orifice and can’t whistle in the normal puckering fashion. 
The other muscles of the face also become involved, later on the deep pelvic 
musculature also, and in some instances the patients are unable to walk. 

However, this is an extremely variable trait. In the next illustration is 
outlined in diagrammatic fashion the pattern of muscular atrophy. The lower 
fibers of the trapezii and the lower fibers of the pectoralis major are first 
reduced in strength. The mouth is involved early, and the abdominal muscles 
tend to be involved early. Later on, we see more diffuse involvement, but still 
the same general pattern, the preservation of certain muscle fibers in contrast 
to the adjacent fibers. These findings are very useful from the diagnostic point 
of view. 

Facioscapulohumeral dystrophy may be identified in some patients as 
early as eight or nine years of age, although it is a very minimal disease 
at that time, and never causes significant disability in patients of that age. 
Most patients recognize its presence in later adolescence. Some patients 
never realize that they carry the trait in spite of a long and otherwise normal 
life; however, it can be identified in these patients by careful physical examina- 
tion and looking for the specific muscular anomalies which are its characteristic 
marks. It is a very benign disease in the majority of patients, most of them 
living out a normal life span. Only an occasional one is seriously disabled by it, 
although it can be, as in the first illustration, a seriously disabling disease in 
early life. An interesting sidelight is that extraneous factors affect the rate of 
progression of the disorder. The man in the first illustration had been involved 
in an auto accident in early life and had both femurs broken. Because of the 
body casts, necessary while these fractures healed, he developed abnormally 
rapid progression of the disease and became grossly disabled in early life. 

The second disorder is childhood muscular dystrophy, a disorder which 
affects little boys. It starts out in the first years of life, although the boys are 
perfectly normal when born and during the first 12 to 24 months of life. Then, 
progressively, they begin to stumble,, fall down frequently, and are unable to 
keep up with the physical activity of their contemporaries, again, a specific 
pattern of muscular atrophy which is specific to this disease. 

The pattern in the shoulder girdle is very much like that in adult dystrophy. 
It differs, however, in certain respects; the atrophy, instead of beginning in 
the pectoral girdle begins in the deep pelvic muscles, which is the reason these 
boys have difficulty in walking as their initial trouble. They also do not develop 
the facial disease in the fashion that the adult patients with dystrophy do; 
their facial muscles remain normal even though extreme progression of 
muscular atrophy occurs elsewhere as they become adolescent. The disease 
progresses rapidly with severe disability with many of the patients dying in 
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adolescence or early adult life. In addition, the disease involves the heart. 
The majority of these patients, if they live long enough, show severe cardiac 
disability as well as disability of the skeletal muscles. 

Interestingly enough, as Dr. Stephens will show you, these two diseases 
do not overlap. One pedigree which carries the trait continually reproduces 
facioscapulohumeral dystrophy, while in other pedigrees in which the childhood 
trait is present, childhood muscular dystrophy is regularly reproduced. One 
curious fact is that patients with childhood dystrophy not only develop muscle 
atrophy and weakness, but develop enlargement of the muscles of the calf. 
This is called pseudo-hypertrophy, because the muscles look big and strong, 
but actually are weak, and on palpation are peculiarly rubbery and fibrous in 
feel. 

The next disease which I want to discuss is called paramyotonia, an extremely 
rare disorder. We happen to have had the opportunity to study a large pedigree 
in which this disease occurred and so have a good knowledge of its character- 
istics. This also is a rather benign syndrome. Myotonia in muscles refers to the 
inability of a muscle to relax after its first contraction following rest. This is a 
complicated definition, but it describes a peculiar phenomenon which occurs 
in a few unusual circumstances aid is virtually always hereditarily determined. 

Myotonia is most characteristic in the grasp in which the patient makes a 
fist-—perfectly satisfactory muscular action occurs, and then when he attempts 
to let go, the muscles don’t relax as they would in a normal hand. He must, 
therefore, use the extensors of the fingers and of the thumb to pull his fist 
apart instead of letting it relax. The first contraction after a prolonged rest 
shows severe myotonia. After a few contractions, the myotonia decreases. 
The same phenomenon may occur in all the striated muscles of the body. 
It occurs in paramyotonia only when the patient has been chilled. The patient 
is perfectly fascile and he has no muscular difficulty under ordinary circum- 
stances. With extreme cooling, the local muscles which are chilled develop 
myotonia and therefore are unable to relax. This results in considerable dis- 
ability. 

Curiously enough, the group of people with this disease live largely in the 
Bear Lake area which is a very high and a very cold place in the winter time. 
A number of the patients have had severe difficulty because of their inability 
to relax muscles on various occasions. The disability is not only a matter of 
becoming cold; myotonia may be induced simply by heavy perspiration fol- 
lowed by a chilling breeze. The phenomenon was demonstrated in the case 
of a young lady on whose face a cold icepack was placed. The first picture 
was taken before the application of the cold pack, when she was perfectly 
fascile in her movements. After we put the cold pack on and she tried to 
blink her eyes, you note that the eye wouldn’t come open and the corner of 
her mouth was pulled up. This is the characteristic persistent myotonia after a 
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voluntary motion and it is a life-long phenomenon. The patients have it in 
the first months of life, as soon as it can be observed. Indeed, one grandmother 
had become so familiar with the trait that she could give us just as valid 
clinical information as we could obtain by examining the patients ourselves. 
She made a practice of taking a cold cloth and applying it to the babies during 
the first months of life. She had become quite familiar with the trait and she 
was very interested in which of the children would have it. 

The trait is a very benign one, goes on throughout life with some tendency 
to improve with advancing years, and is not associated with any other type 
of disability. This same phenomenon occurs in other patients without chilling, 
and is then called myotonia congenita, also a rather benign disease in that, 
although it is present more or less regularly, there are no other difficulties. 

In contrast to these, myotonic dystrophy is a quite severe disorder of the 
muscles which produces muscular atrophy, sterility, cataracts, and other 
difficulties in its progression. 


Part II’ 


Dr. Tyler and I cooperate on the problems under discussion; he is the 
clinician and I am the geneticist. 

In looking about for material to do research in genetics, there are certain 
characteristics which are essential. In the first place, you need material where 
you have large families. In the second place, you need material where there is a 
short time elapsing between generations. And in the third place, you need ma- 
terial which can be used in test crosses. If you think about studying human 
genetics, you find none of these things applying to the human race. In the 
first place, the families are very small; there is a long time elapsing be- 
tween generations; and it is very difficult to get any test crosses. 

Utah is particularly well adapted for the study of human genetics because 
the families are large—larger, I think, than you would find generally in the 
population. Many of the individuals in Utah, particularly members of the 
Mormon Church, can trace their ancestors back to polygamous matings. 
This is, of course, quite helpful from two standpoints: it gives you some large 
families, and it gives you the best substitute you have for test crosses. In 
Utah there is a great interest in the study of family histories. Many people 
here spend much time and money looking up their family records. Generally, 
copies of their family records are sent to the Church offices here in Salt Lake 
City, where they are filed in the Genealogical Library. I think somewhat more 
than 15,000,000 names are filed. 

I would like to discuss first the type of muscular dystrophy referred to by 
Dr. Tyler as the F.S.H. type. In these two charts shown on the screen are some 
1279 individuals, 160 of whom are affected with the disease. The first male on 


2 By Dr. Stephens. 
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the chart was born in 1775 and came to Utah with the early pioneers. It is 
reported that he was carried across the plains in a hammock. 

There is wide variability in the expression of this trait. Some cases are very 
severe and some cases are very slight; so, in order to understand the disease, 
you need to see it in a large family group where you see its different forms of 
expression. 

Now, I can show you how a study of this kind helps us in regard to test 
crosses. Here is a man who was married to a woman affected with muscular 
dystrophy, and he also married her niece. He had four wives in addition to 
the two wives who had muscular dystrophy. From none of the four other 
matings were there any dystrophic individuals produced, but from both of the 
dystrophic matings there were individuals showing this disease. 

This man shown here married three wives, two of whom had been previously 
married and had families with no cases of muscular dystrophy. From the 
affected husband, however, both wives produced dystrophic children. From the 
chart you will see that approximately one half of the children of affected parents 
have muscular dystrophy and one half are normal. The half which are normal 
will never transmit the disease. The half with the disease will transmit it on the 
average to one half of their children. There are seven generations shown in this 
chart. 

This particular disease is inherited as a dominant trait, which means it 
does not occur in an individual unless it occurs in one of the parents, and 
since no two dystrophic people have married, each child of such parents carries 
a good gene and a bad gene. The children thus stand an equal chance of getting 
one or the other. 

The childhood form of muscular dystrophy referred to by Dr. Tyler is an 
inherited, sex-linked, recessive trait. We have studied in this report thirty- 
three different kindreds which means thirty-three different unrelated groups, 
with at least one member of the group showing this form of dystrophy. Roughly 
they fall into three groups. The first group shows a good picture of sex-linked 
recessive inheritance. In the second group the data are insufficient to tell what 
the nature of the inheritance really is. 

The third group can be represented by this pedigree, which shows only one 
affected member of a large pedigree, yet you will see that there are many 
instances when the trait should show up if it were inherited as a sex-linked 
recessive trait. If you follow back to the first female carrier in the pedigree 
and then trace down to the affected individuals, and find twelve cases with the 
trait having an equal chance of showing up but none appear, you question 
whether such inheritance takes place. Since none of these individuals ever 
reproduce, you would naturally expect that selection would eliminate them from 
the population, but there is no indication that there is any decrease in their 
frequency. We have, therefore, concluded that in many cases the individuals 
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which appear are the result of mutations and that this gene mutates very 
frequently, and therefore, probably, the members back in the kindred were 
not even carriers for the trait. 

We counted the number of individuals and families of this kind which 
we had in Utah during 1930-40. We next took the number of children born 
during that ten-year period, and then estimated the frequency. Our estimate 
was that this gene mutates about once in ten thousand times. It’s quite a high 
frequency for a human mutation, but there is good evidence that it occurs. 

The last disease, paramyotonia, is a very fine trait to study genetically 
because you can detect the disease almost at birth. In 1894 Dr. Ezra Rich wrote 
an article on the particular family we have studied. That was six years before 
the publication of Mendel’s paper, but Rich gave a good description of a dom- 
inant trait and told how this was transmitted, of course without any explana- 
tion of the nature of its inheritance. This family traces back to the early history 
of the Mormon Church in Illinois. It follows through so that we have a perfect 
picture of the behavior of a dominant trait. It never occurs in the family unless 
one of the parents shows the trait. If one of the parents shows the trait, approxi- 
mately half the children are affected and half are not. 

In summary, I might say that studies of cases where we have large families 
give us an opportunity of seeing a hereditary defect as it occurs in all of its 
various phases, and also furnishes sufficient numbers whereby we can better 
determine the nature of the inheritance. 














The Bookbuyer and the Catalog 
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; = recent experience in bookbuying with a portable catalog! has em- 
phasized anew the dependence of the rare-book buyer on an adequate record 
of his library’s holdings. This to librarians is hardly news, but it has helped to 
raise in the History of Medicine Division a question not often discussed: 
ought we attempt to construct a short-title catalog of our 16th century books 
for the specific use of our “acquisition searchers”? This could probably be 
compiled in about two years and might, if properly constructed, provide much 
of the information necessary to decide whether to buy a 16th century book or 
not. The case for it can be so stated as to be immediately appealing. A rare 
book may contain several different works, but it is usually known in the 
trade by the first author and title. The title page may be long and elaborate, 
but only the first author’s name and an abbreviated title are likely to appear 
in booksellers’ catalogs or bookbuyers’ want lists. Might, therefore, the 
acquisition workers find a short-title catalog adequate for most of their de- 
mands? 

Stated in this simple way, the term “short-title catalog” is probably some- 
what deceptive. A list of titles only would be of little use. There must be 
further identifying information, usually as to the author, as to the publisher or 
printer, as to the place and date of publication, and possibly as to the physical 
make-up of the book. It will be useful to consider just what value each of these 
elements of a catalog has for acquisition purposes. If it is to serve such pur- 
poses, the four essentials are probably the following: 

1. STANDARDIZED AUTHOR ENTRY WITH CROSS REFERENCES. If the book men- 
tions its author, a proper alphabetical entry should be made under a standard- 
ized form of the author’s name, with cross references from all variant forms. 
During the Renaissance most writers used a Latinized form of name in addition 
to the vernacular, and naturally these will fall in different parts of the alphabet. 
Thus, the Latin Sylvius has the vernacular equivalent Dubois, and Quer- 


* Adapted from talk given at 52nd Annual Meeting, Medical Library Association, Salt 
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cetanus has Duchesne. Examples could be multiplied, but one instance that 
affected a purchase will suffice. A copy of Phinella’s 1648 De metroposcopia was 
offered by an Italian dealer, and in the microfilmed catalog there was only one 
book recorded under Phinella, Philippus, namely, the 1650 edition of this 
work. Down went the 1648 copy, therefore, as a provisional order. Only later 
was it discovered that three books of his, including the 1648 edition, were 
entered under the Italian spelling: Finella, Filippo. There was no cross refer- 
ence either way. 

2. TITLE ENTRY FOR ANONYMOUS WORKS. An anonymous work should be 
entered under the author’s name if this has been determined, but there should 
in any case be an entry under the title. This title entry will take care of the 
case of an offer of the book when neither buyer nor seller is aware of the author’s 
identity. 

3. OPENING WORDS OF TITLE. A title may be shortened if necessary, but its 
first few words should be carefully preserved as found in the book being 
cataloged. This is the most obvious sign of identity when one is trying to match 
editions. Its importance was stressed by the compilers of the Short-Title 
Catalogue of English Books to 1640, who said: ‘“‘The opening words of every title 
have been regarded as sacred.” This is a commonplace of library cataloging 
practice today, though some dealers’ catalogs are careless about it. 

4. FULL mprInT. All information should be given as to the imprint, whether 
found on the title page or in a colophon. This will include, if the book gives it, 
not only the name of the person who risked his capital but also the printer and 
any or all publishers or distributors. There is no need to add their addresses, 
which are often given. Among the constituent elements of the imprint the 
date is paramount. It is this that one looks at first (after author and title) 
in trying to determine the identity of an edition. Add to this the place of 
publication, and the case is much stronger. Add also the name of the publisher, 
printer, and distributor, or as many of these as are given, and there is usually 
no further question. 

With these four items of information—author entry with cross references, 
title entry for anonymous editions, opening words of title, and full imprint 
as given in the book—probably four-fifths of the 16th century offerings could 
be promptly determined to be, or not to be, already in the collection. Two 
special problems would remain unsolved: (1) the variant issue, and (2) the 
fragment with separate title page, masquerading as an independent edition. 

Variant issues are about as complicated as a chess game, and almost as 
intriguing. The commonest type is the one which varies the date. This is 
usually moved forward by a year, or much more rarely, by several years, to 
keep the book current. Modern publishers do the same thing. To take a 16th 
century example, the Armed Forces Medical Library has the Gibaltus transla- 
tion and commentary on Galen’s De febribus, published by Rovillius at Lyons 
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in 1561. We were offered a 1562 copy, but observed that it had the same author, 
same title, same translator-commentator, same imprint, and same pagination 
as the 1561 edition. If there had also been a record of the collation by signatures 
and this had corresponded, it would have become a practical certainty that 
these were variant issues, not different editions. One may suppose that the 
book was not ail sold out at the end of 1561, and that the publisher supplied 
the remaining copies with a new title page dated 1562. 

A less common type of variant shows a different distributor or publisher. 
In Europe last Spring I saw perhaps a dozen such cases, of which the Monte 
is one of the clearest. Our Library has Giovanni Battista Monte’s commentary 
on Galen’s Ars parva, published at Lyons in 1556 by Joannes Frellonius, with 
16 preliminary leaves and 975 numbered pages. At the end are the words: 
“Michael Sylvius typographus.” It is this printer’s note that makes the case 
so clear. I was offered another copy of the same work, Lyons, 1556, with the 
same pagination and the same printer’s note at the end, but on the title page 
was the name of Antonius Vincentius as the publisher. Obviously, these two 
books, both printed by Sylvius, belong to the same edition, part of which 
was distributed by Jean Frellon and part by Antoine Vincent, with a variant 
title page printed up for each of the issues. 

Such an arrangement is merely a refinement on the case of the title page 
which mentions two or more booksellers, either in the same or in different cities, 
from whom the book may be obtained. Instances of that sort are quite common, 
but they involve no variant issue since the same title page is used for all copies. 

There is one more type of variant, but it is extremely rare. This is the variant 
title, which seems to represent an afterthought on the part of the author or 
the publisher or both. In the cataloging thus far done at the History of Medicine 
Division of the Armed Forces Medical Library there has been one example, 
and at a bookstore in Milan I found traces of another, but did not actually see 
the book. We have in the Library a copy of Andrea Cesalpini’s Praxis universae 
arlis medicae, published at Treviso in 1606, at the expense of Robertus Meiettus, 
in 8 preliminary leaves and 715 numbered pages. The Milanese bookseller 
had a card for apparently the same edition with the imprint: Tarvisii, sumptibus 
Roberti Meietti, 1606. The pagination was the same except that he had noted 
2 extra leaves at the end; but the title read: Summa universae artis medicae. 
Unfortunately the copy had been sold to an American purchaser some time 
before, so that there was no opportunity to verify the title. The case remains 
likely but inconclusive. If there had been a record of the collation by signatures 
and these had corresponded, there would have been little doubt. But with the 
slight variation in pagination and without an opportunity to check signatures 
one could not feel quite sure. Since Cesalpini died in 1603, the change of title, 
if such there was, must have been decided on by the publisher. 

After we had discussed the problem, the dealer, who has a true bookman’s 
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sense of humor, put on a quizzical look and remarked: “‘As you see, we specialize 
here in variant issues. Some day I think we shall find you a variant author!” 

In all cases of variants—whether of date, publisher, or title—one could have 
felt surer about the basic identity of the edition if the collation by signatures 
had been recorded and had proved to be the same. In early books the pagination 
is often quite complicated, and correspondence in that respect is very good 
evidence, but correspondence as to signatures is better. Sometimes even this is 
not conclusive, and one needs both copies actually in hand for close com- 
parison. 

Finally, there remains the problem of the fragment with the separate title 
page. Early editions often included two or more works by different authors, 
all of them being as a rule mentioned on the title page. Sometimes one of the 
“additions,” as they are technically called, seemed so distinct and important 
that the printer began a new page numbering for it and gave it a separate title 
page. If an ‘“‘addition” of this sort becomes separated from the main work, 
it will look like an independent edition instead of the fragment that it really is. 
Dealers often offer these as separate works; we trust always innocently. 
In such cases no short-title catalog will help. The only safeguard is a full 
descriptive catalog in which every “‘addition” is recorded at the proper point 
in the alphabet by means of what the catalogers call an ‘‘added entry.” 

What then shall one conclude from this rapid survey of acquisition problems 
in the rare book field? Should there be a short-title catalog designed especially 
for acquisition workers in the 16th century field? Is it worth the time and 
effort required to make it? Or would it be better to proceed with the regular 
program of card cataloging, perhaps concentrating as far as practicable on the 
16th century, but not sacrificing any of the elements of information normally 
put on the cards? By this method, it might be necessary to wait a little longer 
for an adequate 16th century record for our acquisition workers. Would it be 
better to wait? 

I believe it probably would. I have outlined what seem to be the bare es- 
sentials of any viable short-title list: (1) standardized author entry, with 
cross references from other forms of the name; (2) author entry for anonymous 
works if the author is known, but with an entry also under title; (3) preserva- 
tion of the opening words of the title; (4) the full imprint, except for publishers’ 
or printers’ addresses. A list constructed on such principles should solve four- 
fifths of the acquisition problems for historical books—but it would also mean 
that about four-fifths of the work of cataloging had been performed. If, in 
order to take care of variant issues, we should also put into the short-title 
list a record of the pagination and the signatures, then perhaps nine-tenths of 
the normal cataloging work would have been done. And if finally, in order to 
take care of fragments masquerading as separate editions, we should list all 
the “additions” and give them “added entries,” then the whole job of cataloging 
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would be practically complete. We should no longer be dealing with a short- 
title operation but with full descriptive cataloging. 

In order to keep the argument clear, I have doubtless been guilty of some 
oversimplification. There are in the cataloging code some details which have 
not been mentioned. They are not, however, the things that consume most 
of the catalogers’ time, and they probably do not invalidate the conclusions 
reached. These are quite definite. The suggested short-title catalog for acquisi- 
tion purposes would be essentially a “quickie” method, of which the history 
of rare book cataloging at the Armed Forces Medical Library has already 
known too many. With the establishment of the present program and the 
adoption of our present code, we now have, we believe, a method skillfully 
designed to meet all of the demands of acquisition workers in so far as a catalog 
can meet them. We may have to wait for several years for the finished product, 
but we feel it would be better to wait, letting the acquisition librarians struggle 
along as best they can in the interim, rather than to turn aside and attempt 
any short-cut program. 

Such a catalog, when finished, will also meet some of the demands which 
reference librarians make upon a catalog. When a user of the Library asks to 
see, either directly or in a photographic copy, some specific book, then the 
reference librarian wants from a catalog exactly what the acquisition searcher 
wants, namely, the information necessary to identify the book, together with 
a call number to enable it to be found. But many reference questions in an 
historical medical library involve the content and subject matter of the books. 
What do you have on trepination among the Aztecs? What is the earliest 
literature on eye-glasses? When did blood-letting finally disappear from medical 
practice? For these and countless thousands of similar questions the History of 
Medicine Division does not depend on its still unfinished card catalog. In 
fact, its cards carry no subject headings and make no analysis of content. 
They represent—to use the technical terms—descriptive cataloging, not 
subject cataloging. As catalogers use the word, “descriptive” does not mean 
“describing the contents” but “identifying the edition.” For the subject 
approach to the historical portion of medical literature we rely not on our 
card catalog, but on such bibliographical tools as the [ndex-Catalogue of the 
Library of the Surgeon General, which is one of the greatest analyses—if not 
actually the greatest—ever made of the contents of the literature of one of the 
major disciplines. 
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ESEARCH is defined by Webster as “laborious, careful inquiry or in- 
vestigat.on.”’ As related to surgery, it may be divided into two types. The first 
is that of laboratory research without attempting to relate the findings directly 
to one particular patient. It consists mainly of searching for facts which may, 
in the future, result in the saving of life or health, but is not primarily pointed 
toward one patient. Skoda (of Skodiac resonance) of the Vienna School in the 
19th century is said to have established a diagnosis to his thorough satisfaction, 
but when asked by the attending physician what treatment to administer to 
relieve the patient, said, ‘‘Ach, das ist ja alles eins [That is quite immaterial].”’ 
The second type of research is Clinical Research generally conducted outside the 
laboratory or animal hospital. This research is truly an inquiry and is mainly 
concerned with what to do for the individual patient. I believe there is more of 
a trend in this direction at the present time. It might be summarized as ‘‘Where 
have we been?” rather than “‘Where are we going?” 

It is quite enlightening to browse in the old surgical literature of Halsted, the 
brothers Mayo, John B. Murphy, and the other surgical giants of the past and 
find that concepts which we consider new are really revived or refined discoveries 
of the past. I am reminded of a personal experience of about fifteen years ago. 
| operated on a woman with genu recurvatum and devised a procedure that 
resulted in an excellent result. I could find no similar procedure described in 
textbook or literature of the time. I was quite proud of myself for having 
invented a new operation. However, I made a serious mistake, at least for 
my ego. I looked through the Clinics of John B. Murphy and to my dismay 
found the same operation described in 1914 or thereabouts. As medical librarians 
you can assist your professional staffs by keeping the older literature in mind. 
It is very humbling to realize how much was known. With this concept that 
“Current Research in Surgery” is frequently like last night’s warmed-over 
potatoes, let us see what is, to my mind, the present trend. 

The greatest advance in recent times is in nutrition. We have gone through a 
great deal of fallacious reasoning in keeping a patient’s nutrition in some 


* Read before the Midwest Regional Group, Medical Library Association, at the Tri- 
State Hospital Assembly, Chicago, Illinois, May 4, 1953. 
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balance, in connection with his surgical procedures. In the early 20th century, 
protocylsis was thought to help and the patient was given everything but steak 
and potatoes by rectum. We then switched to hypodermoclysis and later to 
venoclysis. It was thought by many that a patient could be adequately fed by 
refined substances intravenously. It is being realized that feeding by vein avails 
only for a time and that amino acid mixtures are excreted by the kidneys as 
fast as the circulation can get them there. In other words, the expensive sub- 
stances use the body as a stopping-off place only so long as it takes to get from 
the bottle to the urine bottle, and they accomplish little or nothing during their 
brief sojourn in the body. It is true that electrolytes, vitamins, glucose, and 
water can be utilized by the body when given intravenously, but nitrogenous 
products can be used only to a limited extent. We must remember that the 
body is not a test tube and we cannot use the veins as a receptacle in which to 
titrate one substance against another. The famous chef George Rector once 
said, ‘I once knew a man who worried from soup to dessert about how each 
food would affect him. His menu was like a mining catalog. He ate spinach for 
iron, oysters for copper, eggs for calcium, lobster for phosphorus, etc., etc. 
I don’t know what he did about tin and zinc, but I suspect he took them 
straight. A cruising taxi got him in the prime of life.”” Mr. Rector may not have 
been as accurate chemically as he was from the culinary standpoint, but there is 
a lesson in his story. 

The present trend is to feed the patient as soon as he can tolerate foods by 
mouth. In the case of gastrointestinal surgery or when food might cause leakage 
at the site of anastomosis, continuous tube feeding with drip feeding of highly 
concentrated food is receiving a great deal of attention and appears to be more 
widely applicable than we formerly believed. There are numerous methods being 
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Fic. I. Puestow-Olander double lumen tube 
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tried and they all seem to work well. We are using the tube shown in Figure I 
and are happy with it. 

The nutrition of the patient is receiving attention from another direction. 
For many years various hookups of the gastrointestinal tract have been em- 
ployed by short circuiting procedures and various shunts. For instance, the 
esophagus has been anastomosed to the jejunum in various ways. Results have 
not been wholly satisfactory. We believe that food should pass the ampullary 
region of the duodenum in order to stimulate proper secretion of bile and 
pancreatic juice and the Billroth I operation is being revived and modified with 
encouraging results. (Fig. II, A and B, C and D.) Thus far, jejunal replacement 
of the missing stomach in total gastric resection appears to offer promise. Ap- 
parently it was intended that food be mixed with digestive juices in a certain 
definite sequence, and variation from this sequence is likely to cause digestive 
derangements. 

In the field of thoracic surgery, the present trend is to advise early explor- 
atory thoracotomy for lesions discovered by X-ray, if other diagnostic methods 
are not conclusive. We have been impressed by the pathological findings 
in such cases. Cases thought to have tuberculosis have been found to have 
cancer of the lung and, per contra, the reverse has been true. It has been our 
finding that benign and malignant lesions cannot be differentiated by X-ray 
alone. The increasing safety of thoracic exploration is making this procedure 


approach abdominal exploration in frequency. The surgery of pulmonary 
tuberculosis is receiving its proper attention and removal of lesions is being 


Fic. Il. A and B showing partial gastric resection with maintenance of normal current by 
Billroth I; C and D showing esophagoduodenostomy to maintain normal current. 
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performed more commonly. It has seemed to us, that, in the past, we have been 
awfully generous with the tuberculous patient’s time. If, by surgical excision, 
we can remove the offending part of the disease and return the patient to some 
form of self-support, the procedures are well worth-while. To keep a patient on 
bed rest in a sanitarium for years is poor economy and poor psychology. 

It has seemed to many of us that the antibiotics are becoming less effective 
in recent months. Empyema thoracis and lung abscess in the pre-antibiotic era 
were very common. For some ten years these conditions were rarely seen. They 
are becoming rather common in recent months. 

The use of antiseptics seems to be reaching a more sensible level. The older 
corrosive precipitants did more harm than good and I believe that in the next 
ten years, only cleansing with mild solutions will be the accepted method. The 
use of voluminous dressings is slowly being abandoned and it is being realized 
that dressings act as sweat poultices, particularly in hot weather. 

I believe that clinical research in surgery is showing a trend toward funda- 
mentals and that it can be summed up in the words of Ambrose Paré, the 
father of modern medicine — Nil Nocere! (Not to do harm!) 
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A: the recent First International Congress on Medical Librarianship, the 
medical librarians of the world met to discuss their common problems and the 
methods of solving them. As a clinician and research worker and as only an 
honorary librarian, I found that one of the most refreshing aspects of the 
Congress was the realisation of what our librarians think of us. The librarians’ 
conception of the clinical worker appeared to be of someone between a tyrant, 
a lunatic, and a babe-in-arms. They seemed to consider that their function was 
to shield the clinician from the drudgery of searching literature, of checking 
references, and of making bibliographies and that, when all these functions had 
been performed by the librarian, the results should be placed before the clinician 
with a silent prayer that he could read. Several librarians even suggested that 
they should direct the general reading of the clinical staff and more or less 
make themselves responsible for the level of culture of their institutions. 

This wide responsibility which the librarian wishes to accept seems to me 
both undesirable and unjustifiable. The work of research is largely concerned 
with the assimilation of previous work and, from a proper digestion of that 
previous work, new ideas and new techniques develop. The research worker 
himself should see every reference he uses and should himself assess the value 
of the work concerned. How can a librarian without medical training estimate 
the worth of any particular article or the credence to be attached to it? How 
can a librarian follow the nuances of the trends in research? 

From the practical point of view, it seems to me that much time and effort 
will be expended in epitomizing articles and in collecting references which 
appear from their titles to be applicable but which, at a glance from the worker 
concerned, are found to have no bearing on the problem under review. In a 
recent investigation, of 350 references consulted only 150 were of sufficient 
application to require reading through. With references easily accessible, it 
becomes simple for the clinician to assess the previous work without undue 
fatigue. Incidentally, this appears to me to be one of the dangers of centrali- 
sation of medical libraries; if many references have to be obtained from some 
extra-mural source, the work involved may be enormous and it may well be 
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that many of them will not be checked at all. We must reach a compromise 
between the administrative tidiness of a centralised library without any waste 
and the multiplicity of peripheral libraries which are so convenient for the man 
working on the spot but so expensive. 

One of the most valuable results of reading through the journals is the open- 
ing up of sidetracks which had been previously overlooked. One begins with a 
clear objective and apparently a direct path to it, but after an afternoon with 
the literature one finds innumerable byways which may direct attention 
elsewhere and may indeed indicate that the objective has already been reached. 
This process of realigning one’s ideas cannot be achieved by a quick reading of 
the titles of articles but only by a reasonably sustained effort to understand the 
viewpoint of the author and by some cogitation on his material and meihods. 

The place of the librarian in the clinical field is an equally difficult problem. 
It is inconceivable to me that if I were in the middle of a tricky operation I 
should find time or inclination to phone for a librarian to check the literature 
and tell me what to do next. Several librarians at the Congress suggested that 
they might have the responsibility for saving or losing lives. Their legal re- 
sponsibility in this country, at least, is nil, and if a physician or surgeon is 
unable to deal with the emergencies of his practice without consulting text- 
books, it seems to me that he is not properly qualified to hold his appointment. 
(I might perhaps relax a little from this position in the field of toxicology, where 
so many toxic substances are being developed and brought into use daily that 
it is difficult to follow the current treatments.) 

It was put by one young lady, “A librarian should develop the processes of 
thought and imagination;” but if she does so to the extent visualised, I sug- 
gest that the processes of thought and imagination of the clinical staff will 
suffer from disuse atrophy. 

What then are the responsibilities of the librarian in the medical team? 
My first demand would be that the routine work of the library be carried out 
efficiently. The importance of up-to-date cataloging, of checking missing 
journals, of ensuring free circulation of library material cannot be exaggerated. 
The filling of gaps in the shelves, the rapid obtaining of difficult references from 
other libraries, and the presentation of material in an attractive form are a great 
encouragement to the clinical worker. Only when the routine work is impeccable 
should the librarian branch out into further responsibilities. 

When the routine library work is unimpeachable, the librarian may develop 
further interests. A knowledge of the work of his clinical and research colleagues 
may help him to draw their attention to articles in their fields which might 
otherwise be overlooked. To this end the librarian might usefully keep a book 
in which he could invite his medical colleagues to enter their names and their 
interests, and under these, references could be entered as they are encountered 
during cataloging of the journals. The clinician may then see a large number 
of articles in obscure journals before they reach the indices. 
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The modern fashion of commencing publications with a historical intro- 
duction has much to commend it. It helps the author to orientate his ideas 
in continuity with previous work and to expand or contract those sections of 
his article which most require it. To encourage this habit, the librarian should 
know something of medical history and should be aware of the classical works 
in most subjects. In this field, Garrison-Morton (7) is beyond the value of 
rubies. In themselves many of the classical monographs repay study; Colles 
(1) writing on fractures of the radius is perhaps the perfect contribution to 
medical literature. 

I disagree strongly with the proposition that medical students should be given 
compulsory instruction in bibliography and bibliographic techniques. For most 
of them it would be a complete waste of time and effort and I hesitate to add 
any lumber to an already overweighted curriculum. To the interested student, 
however, and, indeed, to any interested member of the staff the librarian might 
well be the teacher. The bibliographic demonstrations given in my Library 
sixty years ago by my illustrious predecessor, James Finlayson, might act as a 
model for modern librarians. (2-6) Finlayson’s object was to instruct interested 
doctors in the background of medical writers and to impress upon them the 
matter and language of the medical classics. The modern librarian might add a 
demonstration of the efforts made throughout the centuries to keep the medical 
man up-to-date and it will be surprising if more than a small number of his 
audience have even heard of our bibliographic aids. 

The librarian might well act as a consultant in the presentation of material for 
publication. He knows the format of most journals and he should know the rules 
of editors. He should have a working knowledge of proof correction and a close 
knowledge of references and journal abbreviations and where to find them. 
An interest in medical illustration and medical statistics would be of value. 

I envy my American colleagues the facility with which they can engage mul- 
tilingual staff. To have in one’s library someone who can translate rapidly and 
colloquially French, German, Spanish, and the Scandinavian languages must 
be a great boon. There is a danger in this country that advances in medicine 
published in any language other than English will be overlooked and some 
libraries have even questioned the utility of subscribing to any foreign language 
journal. To some extent the abstracting journals overcome this problem, but 
it would be of great help if the librarian had some knowledge of the scientific 
jargon of one or more modern languages. 

A rather impractical dream of mine is that some day we may return to a time 
when every doctor is not only well versed in the scientific knowledge of his day 
but is also a classical scholar. There is no sign of this coming about and the 
number of Greek and Latin readers in medicine is rapidly diminishing. With 
early specialisation in scientific subjects, which starts nowadays at school, the 
process will reach the stage where the classical works will become literally 
closed books. Only a minority of the Greek and Latin authors have been 
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translated and I would tentatively suggest that the future translator of the 
medical classics might, in this ultra-scientific age, be the more widely educated 
and more truly cultured individual, the librarian. 

My objectives for the ideal librarian are probably unattainable and I am 
truly grateful for the help I have received from my excellent librarian friends 
in whose company I think myself fortunate to be included, even in an honorary 
capacity. Yet, no matter how far the development of medical librarianship 
may go, I consider that every clinician and research worker should be at home 
in a library and should have sufficient knowledge to use the bibliographic aids 
with ease and confidence. To this end the librarian may act as a guide, but the 
journey must be undertaken by the clinician himself. 
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The Preparation of Medical Bibliographies 
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[= word bibliography originated in post-classical Greek times and 
meant at first the writing or copying of books. Samuel Johnson (1) in his 
Dictionary defined a bibliographer as a writer of books, a transcriber. 
Diderot and d’Alembert (2) in their Encyclopédie of 1772 describe a bibliog- 
rapher as a person versed in the knowledge and deciphering of ancient manu- 
scripts, what we would now call a palaeographer. It was not till the end of 
the 18th century that the term came to mean the description of books, due 
largely to the enthusiasm of Dibdin. To-day the word bibliography is used in 
two senses: the systematic description of books, and a list of writings by a 
person or on a subject. It is with the second meaning of the word that we are 
at present concerned. 

Our aim in preparing a bibliography is to save our readers time which can 
more profitably be expended in their research work. We should be able to tell 
them if other work has been done in their field and save them long hours of 
wasted effort going over ground which has already been covered adequately. 
As Isaac Disraeli (3) says: “Bibliography will show what has been done, and 
suggest to our invention what is wanted. Many have protracted this journey 
in a road which had already been worn out by the wheels which had traversed 
it: bibliography unrolls the whole map of the country we purpose travelling.” 

While ideally we would wish to be able to satisfy all the demands of our 
enquirers, this is in practice rarely possible owing to limitations of time and 
resources and it is as well before embarking on a service of this kind to set 
down definite rules. Can one offer to prepare complete bibliographies? Just 
how long can one spend on any one request for information? Is one justified 
in spending a great deal of time answering one query to the possible detriment 
of other users of the library? As most librarians have to fit their reference work 
into a fairly busy programme, these questions assume considerable importance 
and should be settled at the outset. As to the completeness of the bibliography, 
this depends to a large extent on the resources of the library concerned. If 
only a couple of hundred journals are taken, one cannot hope to check all the 
entries and some sort of compromise must be reached. Either one includes 
everything one thinks sounds relevant, indicating by some symbol those 
references which have not actually been seen, and leaves it to the reader to 
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check them himself, or one confines one’s list to the holdings of one’s own 
library. Here, a frank discussion with the enquirer will go a long way towards 
solving the problem. He may only want articles in the main journals, or he 
may want to hear of everything possible on his subject. 

The relationship with the enquirer is of the greatest importance. It is es- 
sential to get as much information from him as possible about the matter in 
hand. This sounds simple, but is in fact extraordinarily difficult. Readers vary 
from those who think librarians are rather low-grade morons, incapable of 
grasping the simplest medical definition, and who couch, therefore, their 
requests in the most general terms, to the fountains of information who pour 
forth advice on where to look and what names to include, and who discuss at 
length all the possible points that might conceivably have some bearing on the 
subject. They lead one down so many by-paths and drown one in such a sea 
of words that, when they eventually stop talking, one is completely bewildered 
and has lost entirely the original point of the request. To pin down the latter 
and to extract more information from the former requires a good deal of patience 
and tact. The following advice given by John Shaw Billings (4) to the Medico- 
Chirurgical Faculty of the State of Maryland might well be printed in large 
letters and hung in a prominent place in every library: ‘““To obtain as much as 
possible from a library you should bring as much information there as you can 
and have it in as clear and definite a form as possible.” 

Not only should one try to discover what is wanted exactly, but the par- 
ticular aspect that the enquirer is interested in should be ascertained if possible; 
for instance, it is a waste of time getting out a long list on general aspects of 
diabetes, when what is really wanted is the etiology or treatment. The question 
of the number of years to be covered is also important. A great deal of time 
may be spent covering five years only to discover that the reader is interested 
in the literature of the last year. There is also a reverse side to this picture. 
A request for references over twenty years on the treatment of tuberculosis 
should be met with firm resistance. If it is known that the literature on any 
subject is going to be vast, some sort of protest should be made, because 
quite often the enquirer has only the haziest notion of what the position is, 
and is quite prepared to cut down his request to reasonable proportions. 
One should also find out what languages are to be included. It is no use la- 
boriously typing out German or Russian titles if they are never going to be 
consulted. One word here on taking requests over the telephone. It is essential 
to have the enquirer spell out his request. It is quite astonishing how one can 
mishear unfamiliar words and the most garbled version will eventually reach 
the person who has to do the work, with the result that a list on a totally 
different subject may be produced. 

Having once established the subject matter of the bibliography, one should 
make sure that one has read the request correctly and that all its implications 
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are firmly fixed in the mind; then, one should consider it quietly for a few 
minutes. Is the exact meaning clear? Is it a new thing or is it something which 
has not been fashionable for fifty years or more? There is no point in rushing 
to the Current List to look up literature on counter-irritation, nor will the 
Index-Catalogue of the Surgeon-General’s Library yield anything on neomycin. 
If the subject is a complete mystery, it is always helpful to start by looking 
it up in the dictionary. The next step is to turn to a good textbook which will 
not only describe the condition and give one some idea of the sort of heading 
under which it is likely to occur, but will also help to sort out the particular 
condition one is interested in from others of a similar name and nature and 
also give the various synonyms. This matter of synonyms and eponyms is very 
bewildering. So often each country has its own name for a disease, calling it 
after the man most intimately connected with it in its country or after the place 
where the first case appeared. A request for Reichenberg disease springs to 
mind. This sounded a perfect eponym, but turned out to be called after some 
obscure village in Germany where the first cases had occurred. Kelly’s En- 
cyclopedia of Medical Sources (5) and Garrison and Morton’s Medical Bibliog- 
raphy (6) are very helpful in this matter, since under the author’s name they 
give the reference to the original description. 

For references to the older literature we turn to the /ndex-Catalogue of the 
Surgeon-General’s Library. This work is in four series. Each series indexes the 
literature which has appeared since the equivalent volume in the previous 
series up to a year or so of the date of publication of the new volume. The 
third series is an exception to this rule. Although the last volume did not 
appear until 1932, none of the references in any of the volumes ar® later than 
1925. The matter is arranged alphabetically under author and subject, but 
only books are listed under the authors. Articles appear only under the subject 
headings which also include titles of books. The books are given first in some- 
what larger type in alphabetical sequence of author and are followed by the 
articles in smaller type in an alphabetical sequence of their own. Articles in 
periodicals, and, indeed, books, appear under one subject heading only, the 
editor choosing which he considers the most appropriate. This means that all 
cross references must be followed up scrupulously and much thought given to 
all the possible headings which might conceivably contain matter of interest. 
The subject headings tend to vary from series to series and the earlier volumes 
are not so subdivided as the later ones. 

For earlier references the German handbooks like Jadassohn and Méllendorf 
are worth consulting. They generally give all the previous literature on the 
subject under discussion and embrace all the more obscure diseases and con- 
ditions. Most of them appeared between about 1925 and 1935, but new editions 
of several of them are appearing gradually. 

For the ordinary list of references on a fairly standard subject, we are all in 
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the habit oi starting with the latest number of the Current List of Medical Liter- 
ature and working backwards through the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus 
until we have covered the period requested or found what we consider is a 
sufficient number for a reasonable list of twenty to thirty references. We 
start, of course, with the latest number in the unquenchable hope that before 
long we shall find an article which reviews all the previous literature and does 
our work for us. A little caution with these so-called reviews of the literature 
is necessary as they are not always as complete as they pretend; but, in most 
cases they provide sufficient material for the average reader. We are apt, how- 
ever, to forget the fourth series of the /ndex-Catalogue which lists the more 
recent literature on subjects up to Me. A great deal of ploughing through the 
Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus can be avoided with subject headings in 
the first part of the alphabet. 

As for the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus, it does not pretend to index 
every journal published, but it does include all the standard periodicals of most 
countries. There is a list at the front giving all the journals indexed. The 
material is arranged in one alphabetical sequence of author and subject. 
The entries under the subject heading are all in English, those under the 
author in the language of origin except for the Scandinavian, Slav, and Turkish 
languages. Unless one is familiar with the journals, it is as well to check with the 
list in front to make quite sure of the country of origin. Articles in Japanese are 
an exception to this general rule; the fact is mentioned in brackets at the end of 
the author entry. Although most of the articles in the Quarterly Cumulative 
Index Medicus appear under all the relevant headings, this is not always so and 
particular Attention should be given to the cross references under the main 
heading. This is such an elementary point that it may seem ludicrous to men- 
tion it, but it is astonishing how often it is missed. One of my readers informed 
me the other day that he could find nothing on the osmotic pressure of plasma 
in the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus. On turning up the osmosis heading, 
a cross reference to Blood: osmotic pressure was found and there were quite 
half-a-dozen references under this heading. 

Another point about the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus is that the 
subject headings are liable to change from volume to volume. Until a new 
subject has been clarified, it may appear under various rather strange headings; 
for instance, the sulphonamides in the early days used to be listed under 
chrysoidin derivatives. Also, in 1941 when the new list of subject headings was 
published, some subjects were given new names to conform with standard 
nomenclature. If a heading seems to disappear, it is always worth casting 
round for alternatives and trying them out. This matter of the heading to look 
under is quite a problem. The standard diseases cause no difficulty, but the more 
unusual conditions can be very tricky. It is often only by considering all the 
possible aspects of a subject and trying several headings that one finally hits on 
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the right one. For this reason it is useful with a difficult subject to make a list 
of all the possibilities and go through them systematically. Likewise, it is 
always worth looking under the main heading even when the chief interest is in 
some such sub-heading as treatment. Now and again relevant articles appear 
only under the main heading. The titles of articles can also be rather mis- 
leading. It is worth looking at any article which appears to have even a remote 
bearing on the subject, since these articles sometimes prove to have a perfect 
description of what is wanted and if one misses them and they are later dis- 
covered by the enquirer, there are apt to be recriminations and doubts cast 
on one’s ability! 

A word about the Current List of Medical Literature, that most infuriating 
boon to librarians. The subject headings are unreliable. While many articles 
appear under two headings, one cannot be sure that the ground has been 
covered by trusting to one heading alone. For instance, if one is looking for 
streptomycin in the treatment of tuberculosis, some references will be under 
tuberculosis, but quite a few more will be found only under streptomycin. 
The headings have an irritating habit of changing from number to number and 
it may take some time to discover what the new heading is. It is quite unlikely 
that any list compiled from the Current List is indeed in any way complete and 
it is as well to add a reservation to this effect when speaking to enquirers. One 
is always being horrified at the discovery of what has been left out.' 

Mention has been made earlier of the necessity for deciding the extent of the 
bibliographical work which one is prepared to undertake. Very few of us can 
hope to produce a complete bibliography in the true sense of the word. We can 
only aim at including most of the important articles in the better known 
journals. If, however, a complete bibliography is desired, one cannot rely 
entirely on the Surgeon-General’s Catalogue or on the Quarterly Cumulative 
Index Medicus. These do not pretend to cover all the literature of the world and 
the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus does not index correspondence or 
Society meetings. Many odd cases will be found by following up the references 
at the end of the articles already traced. A search through the German Zen- 
tralblatter will yield several more, as they are quite good on the rather more 
obscure middle European journals and index Society meetings, the only place 
where quite a number of such cases are reported. It is not proposed to list these 
abstracting journals, fora very good account of them is given in the chapter on 
reference work by Eileen Cunningham (7) in Janet Doe’s Handbook of Medical 
Library Practice. The Zentralblatter have very good subject and author indices 
and references in them are easy to find. For the literature since the War the 
Excerpta Medica provides a similar service. It is particularly good in that the 

contents of the articles as well as the titles are indexed. 

In many cases some sort of selection is desirable. The more obscure periodicals 


' This article was received for publication in 1952. [Ed.| 
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go in for popular articles with potted descriptions of disease which give only 
the merest outline of current views. A list swollen with such references will not 
be of any real use to a reader and it will be more serviceable to cover a slightly 
longer period and include only the more important references. How to recognise 
the more important references is of course the difficulty. The only safe method 
is by looking at every article, but here again we come up against the time 
factor, and have to compromise. Length is not necessarily a criterion of desir- 
ability, but a sizable article in one of the better known journals is usually 
fairly safe. These journals demand a high standard from their contributors and 
generally require that some original work should form the basis of the article. 

We cannot aspire to produce a complete bibliography of a person, but some- 
times we are asked to provide a list ‘of somebody’s writings for obituary pur- 
poses or for a eulogistic lecture. The procedure here is slightly different. The 
date of qualification is usually a good starting point for the search, as people do 
not generally publish anything while still students, although, of course, there 
are always exceptions. The Surgeon-General’s Catalogue is useless for articles by 
a given person. The old /ndex Medicus which ran from 1879 to 1926, with the 
exception of the years from 1900 to 1902 covered by the French publication 
Bibliographica Medica, is splendid for this purpose. There is a separate author 
and subject index to each volume, with the exception of the last six years for 
which only an author index is provided. Not only does it list articles but also 
books. The Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus gives a list of books alpha- 
betically by author in the beginning of each volume, and while it is not a 
complete list, it covers most of the more important books. It can be supple- 
mented by ‘the Cumulative Book Index which lists all British and American 
publications. However, neither the Jndex Medicus nor the Quarterly Cumulative 
Index Medicus lists contributions to systems, encyclopaedias, and other items. 
For British authors many of these can be found under the entries in the Medical 
Directory, especially the earlier issues in which the number of works quoted was 
not limited to three or four as it is to-day. Of course, a bibliography may 
already have appeared, for instance, in the Obituaries of the Royal Society or 
in the Journal of Pathology and Bacteriology. 

One final word about the setting out of the references. These can be listed 
either chronologically or alphabetically by author. The chronological order can 
put the most recent reference first or last. The advantage of the former is that 
the reader nearly always wants to see the latest thing first. On the other hand, 
if it is intended to add to the list later, it is better to have the most recent 
reference last. An alphabetical list of authors is often of great help to the en- 
quirer as most periodicals in this country require references to be set out in this 
order. Whatever the choice, the main thing is to be consistent and adhere to the 
same system throughout the list. As much information as possible should be 
given. The author’s name and initials, the title of the article, the title of the 
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periodical, date, volume, first and last pages are essential (the last page in- 
dicates the length of the article). It is also helpful to give the month or part of 
the volume, for the reference is very much more easily found if the volume is 
unbound. In this country abbreviations of journals should be those given in the 
World List of Scientific Periodicals, (8) since most journals require references to 
be given in this fashion. An indication of the language of the article if not clear 
from the title is also useful, as the provenance of the journal is not always 
obvious from its abbreviated title. It is as well to show at the top of the page 
what ground is covered by the list, for instance, Q.C.J.M. 1945 to 1951 and 
Current List 1951 to 1953, etc. If one may have occasion to bring the list up to 
date later, it will only be necessary to look through the numbers subsequent to 
those marked at the top. Finally, it is helpful to indicate by a cross or some 
other symbol the articles which can be found in one’s library. 
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Weeding as an Art” 


By Scott Apams, Librarian 


National Institutes of Health 
Bethesda, Maryland 


L space were truly infinite, as it used to be before Einstein, and book pro- 
duction finite, as it used to be before Billings, there would be no occasion for 
this discussion. All our troubles arise from antagonisms created by infinite 
books and finite space. Under these regrettable circumstances, librarians may 
well be pardoned for muttering disconsolately, as they survey their bulging 
stacks, “‘What gives?” 

The answer to this question is, I take it, our proper business this morning. 
To weed books is work, a kind of work which evokes in turn ruthlessness, 
nostalgia (Alas, poor Yorick! I knew him well), and dirt. It is moreover library 
work, which, on the theory that bibliothecae nil a nobis alienum putamus, 
implies that it has some of the characteristics of a science, and some of an art. 

The scientific approach to weeding, as exemplified by Wilson and Fred, (1) 
by Steig, (2) andby Gosnell, (3) by analogy to the biological sciences adduces 
laws of organic decay for library subject collections. Such laws are useful for 
predicting the varying rates of obsolescence for literatures of subject fields. 
Indeed, the medical library profession would profit greatly by a series of stud- 
ies in such fields as physiology, anatomy, endocrinology, and the like. Such 
studies would aid us all in the establishment of enlightened weeding policy. 

In contradistinction to the establishment of rates of obsolescence for collec- 
tions, the actual day-to-day operations of weeding individual! books require 
more of the art of librarianship. The multiple individual judgments, the in- 
tuition of future usefulness, the relation of personalities to policy inject sub- 
jective elements whose relationship can only approximate a mathematical 
formula. The practice of weeding, as distinguished from its underlying theory, 
is an art. It is similar in many respects to the art of book selection. It would 
probably help us all to achieve this positive orientation. Weeding should not be 
considered as a negative process, as the elimination of unwanted books from a 
collection, but rather as a reassessment of our collections, a reconsideration of 
the residual positive values of older books. It is a process of re-selection. 

This implies two things: it should be related to the basic collection policy, 
and it should be subject to the long-established canons of book selection. 


* Read at the Washington, D. C., Area Medical Library Group Meeting, Baltimore, Md., 
April 11, 1953. 
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At the risk of stressing the obvious, more of us should have considered, written, 
and well-advertised collection policies. The Armed Forces Medical Library 
has, for example, a comprehensive statement of what it intends to do (and not 
to do) in the report of its Committee on Scope and Coverage. If each of us 
could systematize field by field what types of publications we intended to 
acquire and maintain, and why, we should be in a much better position to 
conduct and to defend weeding programs. The formulation of such policy is 
admittedly a difficult job, but it is fundamental to a long-term program of 
library development. 

The same principles which govern the selection of new books enter into the 
re-selection of older books for preservation, the qualifications of the author 
and the publisher, the comprehensiveness, the existence of special features 
(plates, tables, bibliographies); these are, of course, applicable considerations. 
In addition, nearly every library has some type of measurement for frequency 
of use, sometimes a decisive, if not a dependable factor. Selective bibliographies 
and standard lists have also an important place in the re-selection process. 

The weeding done in any one library inevitably has implications for the total 
library resources of the area. Hence, it is desirable to reach understandings on 
collection policy with other neighboring libraries. This does not mean the un- 
planned transfer of discarded books from one institution to another, but rather 
a cooperative effort to guarantee that books of residual research value are not 
lost to the region. 

“Weeding,”’ says Gosnell, (3) “‘must be posited on accessibility to a central 
source that does keep the material that everybody else weeds.” In Washington, 
the Armed Forces Medical Library, the Library of Congress, and the Library of 
the Department of Agriculture form this ‘‘central source.” For libraries in other 
regions, the establishment of such a center requires the operation of a type of 
cooperative agreement which is the exception, rather than the rule. The de- 
velopment of regional deposit libraries in this country is one answer to the 
problem. But until such regional depositories can be more generally established, 
libraries in any one region will have to work out among themselves systematic 

division of responsibility for the preservation of little used research materials. 
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First International Congress on 
Medical Librarianship, London, 
July 20-26, 1953" 


By L. MARGUERIETE Prime, Librarian 


American College of Surgeons 
Chicago, Illinois 


Le highlights of the First International Congress on Medical Librarian- 
ship centered about the friendships made and the institutions visited during 
this period. Thirty-two countries were represented among the 315 librarians 
and delegates in attendance (36 from the United States), and the hospitality 
of medical London was theirs. 

Sir Cecil Wakeley, President of the Royal College of Surgeons, honored the 
medical librarians by serving most graciously as President of the Congress and 
host at two of the receptions. The British committee which was responsible for 
the organization of the Congress were: Chairman, Mr. W. R. LeFanu, Royal 
College of Surgeons of England; General Secretaries: Mr. C. C. Barnard, 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine; Mr. W. J. Bishop, The 
Wellcome Historical Medical Library; Programme Secretary, Mr. F. N. L. 
Poynter, The Wellcome Historical Medical Library; Exhibition Secretaries: 
Mr. L. T. Morton, British Medical Journal; Mr. C. F. A. Marmoy, Medical 
Sciences Library, University College, London; Treasurer, Mr. G. J. Hipkins, 
British Dental Association; and Miss Hilda Clark, Medical Department, 
British Council; Mr. Raymond Irwin, Treasurer of the Library Association; 
Miss M. M. Raymer, Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons; Mr. Philip Wade, 
Royal Society of Medicine. 

Thirty-eight Vice-Presidents served the Congress, seven being from the 
United States and one from Canada. The latter were: Mr. James F. Ballard, 
Dr. John F. Fulton, Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, Mr. W. D. Postell, Miss L. Mar- 
gueriete Prime, Lieut. Col. Frank B. Rogers, MC, USA, Dr. Henry Viets, and 
Dr. W. W. Francis. 

Evidence of the well-laid plans of the organizing committee was to be found 
in the smooth fashion in which progressed the very full program of registration, 
inaugural session, fifty-seven papers, two outstanding exhibits, nine teas, and 
receptions, and a final business session followed by a tour to the British Museum 
Library and Oxford. 

* Reprinted from Special Libraries, 44: 338-340, Oct. 1953. 
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Sir Cecil Wakely at the inaugural session expressed his considerable interest — 
in medical librarianship and stated that “‘as a practicing physician he had long 
known that ‘some of the finest consultants available are to be found in medical 
libraries’—not only in the shape of the volumes on the shelves, but of the 
librarians at the desks....It is the ever-increasing complexity of modern 
medicine and the constantly growing bulk and variety of its literature which 
has given the medical librarian his place.” 

At the inaugural session the Vice-Presidents were presented to the assembly 
and given an opportunity to bring greetings to the Congress. The message of the 
Medical Library Association was conveyed by its President-Elect, Miss Wilma 
Troxel: 

“To the Members of the First International Congress on Medical Librarian- 
ship, greetings: 

“On this occasion, we, the members of the Medical Library Association, 
assembled in annual convention at Salt Lake City, Utah, wish to express our 
cordial greetings to our colleagues of many countries meeting at London. May 
your deliberations be fruitful; may the many friendships to be established at 
your meeting result in ever closer bonds of international amity and under- 
standing; may we continue to collaborate to the end that medical librarianship 
may play its part in advancing health and peace throughout the world. 

(Signed) Louise Lage, Secretary.” 

The program chairman had arranged for a wealth of material. Two sessions 
were profitably devoted to consideration of the role of the medical librarian in 
the world today. These were concerned with the librarian in an international 
agency, in government service, in the university, in the general hospital, in 
industry, in scientific research, and in medical authorship. Four double sessions 
occurred as the program progressed, i.e., two programs were presented simul- 
taneously in assigned halls. At these meetings were presented the historical 

symposium, symposiums on classification, on medical libraries of the world, on 
centralization of medical library resources, and an open forum in which docu- 
mentation, indexing, and the high cost of medical journals were discussed. The 
symposium on education and training for medical librarianship with Miss Mary 
Louise Marshall in the chair was especially informative and stimulating. It 
included papers by Miss Estelle Brodman, Miss Mildred Jordan, and Mis. 
Wilma Troxel presenting the subject as it has developed in the United States. 
Mrs. Helen M. Brandreth of London spoke on training oneself for medical 
librarianship and Mr. Bishop on education and training for medical librarian- 
ship in Great Britain. 

Undoubtedly, the most stirring meeting was that on Saturday morning with 
Mr. R. Eriksson of the Karolinska Institutes Bibliotek, Stockholm, in the chair. 
The session included papers on international cooperation by Mr. Edward 
Carter of UNESCO and Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham, Professor of Library 
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Science, Vanderbilt University, and Chairman of the Committee on Inter- 
national Cooperation of the Medical Library Association. Mrs. Cunningham 
spoke of ways in which international cooperation can be achieved and in which 
it has been achieved to some extent. She considers that ‘“‘contacts” are the 
most important factor underlying what has been accomplished in international 
cooperation and that they constitute our best hope for the future. At present 
the most effective ways of achieving these contacts is ‘“‘through scholarships, 
the exchange of students and teachers, and by means of international con- 

ferences. All are helpful; all require money and careful planning. Since the War 

hundreds of students in many specialties have been given opportunities for 

study, travel, and professional training in other countries. The Fulbright plan, 

the activities of the various foundations, UNESCO, WHO, and other inter- 

national organizations all have helped. The Medical Library Association’s 

Fellowships made possible by the generosity of the Medical Division of the 

Rockefeller Foundation have made it possible for medical librarians of the 

United States to meet, know, and work with at least twenty medical librarians 

from other countries who have visited the United States aided by our program. 

These contacts have proved a delightful and broadening experience for all who 

have participated in them. 

“International conferences and working groups have also proved effective 
and should be continued but ... it is the personal effort which each one of us 
contributes to such projects that counts. The road to international understand- 
ing is not a primrose path down which one can stroll carelessly at will. It is a 
path beset with thorns of misunderstanding, the need to overcome the ob- 
stacles of differences in language, customs, and often of fundamental faiths. 
Those who travel along its way will need tolerance, a sense of humor, and an all 
abiding interest in their fellow man. They will have to fight economic difficulties, 
time, distance, and loneliness, but for those who are willing to overcome these 
hazards, and they can be overcome, the recompenses are great, for it is the road 
which leads to rich and rewarding friendships in many lands and the satisfac- 
tion of participating in the development of a profession dear to one’s heart on 
a world-wide basis. It calls for hard work and practical thinking, the overcoming 
of prejudices which may be deeply ingrained in one, but I feel sure that as a 
group medical librarians will not be found wanting and will be equal to both the 
task and the opportunity.” 

Mrs. Cunningham’s paper was followed by the business session in which 
practical means for cooperation between medical librarians of the world were 
discussed. The following committee was appointed to ensure continuity of 
international cooperation and to prepare for a second congress after a suitable 
interval: Dr. J. Anker (Denmark), Mr. W. J. Bishop (U. K.), Dr. S. A. Chitale 
(India), Mrs. E. R. Cunningham (U. S. A.), Mr. R. Eriksson (Sweden), Dr. 
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A. Hahn (France), Professor K. J. Hartmann (Germany), Dr. A. H. M. C. 
Kessen (Netherlands), and Mr. W. R. LeFanu (U.K.). 

No consideration of the Congress would be complete without an expression 
of appreciation of the receptions and teas tendered by the medical societies with 
headquarters in London: The Royal College of Physicians, the Royal College 
of Surgeons, the Worshipful Society of Apothecaries, the Royal Society of 
Medicine, the Royal Society of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, the British 
Medical Association, the Ciba Foundation, ASLIB, the British Medical 
Association, the Wellcome Research Institution, and the British Museum 
Library. The exhibition of medical periodicals of the world at the headquarters 
of the British Medical Association comprised an imposing array of some 2,500 
journals. At the Welcome Research Institution an exhibit of the publications 
and services of the Armed Forces Medical Library was effectively shown. The 
hospitality of these institutions was of the highest order and included in each 
case an elaborate collation, but even more complimentary to the visiting 
librarians, also a goodly number of representative members from each ‘organi- 


zation to extend a gracious hand of welcome to their guests from over-seas. The 
First International Congress on Medical Librarianship was an unforgettable 
experience to all who were privileged to attend. 














Proceedings, Fifty-second Annual Meeting, 
Medical Library Association, Salt Lake City, 
Utah, June 16-19, 1953 


The Fifty-second Annual Meeting of the Medical Library Association was 
held at Salt Lake City with the Newhouse Hotel as headquarters. Miss Isabelle 
Anderson, Librarian, University of Utah Medical Library, was the convention 
chairman and was ably assisted by her staff and by Miss Louise Small, Li- 
brarian, U.S. Veterans Administration Hospital, Fort Douglas, Salt Lake 
City. One hundred and fifty-one members and guests were registered, with 
California having the largest representation. 

Registration began on Tuesday morning at 9:00 A.M. and, along with 
committee meetings, reunions, and sight-seeing tours, occupied the time 
until the convention was officially called to order. 


OPENING SESSION 

The Fifty-second Annual Meeting convened at 2:00 P.M. on Tuesday, 
June 16, 1953, in the Gold Ballroom of the Newhouse Hotel with Mr. William 
D. Postell, President, presiding. The President declared the meeting in session 
and introduced three of the hosts who brought welcoming messages to the 
members. 

Dr. John Z. Bowers, Dean, University of Utah, College of Medicine, in 
mentioning the growth in quality of the Medical College elaborated on its 
recently inaugurated regional program, which makes it possible for adjoining 
states without medical colleges to send students to the University of Utah 
for their medical education. Another program has earned the faculty the 
title of ‘‘medical missionaries;” the transmission of information to physicians 
in practice at a considerable distance from Salt Lake City is done by sending 
faculty members hundreds of miles within the State to conduct seminars, 
clinics, discussions, and the like. He urged librarians to consider ways of co- 
operating in this latter educational program. To this our President replied 
that many medical libraries are now engaged in package library service as 
well as library loans for this purpose. 

Dr. Kenneth B. Castleton, President, Utah State Medical Association, 
welcomed the Association and emphasized the indispensability of the medical 
library to the practicing physician, regardless of the size of his private library. 

Dr. L. David Hiner, Dean, University of Utah, College of Pharmacy, 
summarized briefly the historical development of the College of Pharmacy, 
paying tribute to Miss Isabelle Anderson, in particular, for overcoming ob- 
stacles in building and organizing the pharmacy library. 

After expressing appreciation for the welcoming addresses, the President 
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introduced Dr. Frank H. Tyler, Assistant Professor of Medicine, Department 
of Medicine, University of Utah, and Dr. Fayette E. Stephens, Associate 
Research Professor of Medicine (Genetics), Department of Genetics, University 
of Utah, who presented talks on “Methods of Investigation of Human In- 
heritance.” [These papers appear on page 3.] 

After the close of this session many of the members took advantage of the 
opportunity to visit the Genealogical Library of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints and were surprised and delighted to find cards recording 
information regarding their own families. 


GROUP MEETINGS 


In order to discuss problems and interests common to certain types of 
libraries, meetings were again held by the various subject groups. The Medical 
School Group and the Pharmacy Group held their meetings on Tuesday evening; 
the Medical Society Group met on Thursday morning; and the meetings of 
the Dental and Hospital Groups took place on Thursday evening. 


REPORT OF THE MEDICAL SCHOOL GROUP MEETING 


A meeting of the Medical School Group was held at 8:00 P.M., Tuesday, 
June 16th, in the Franciscan Room of the Newhouse Hotel, Salt Lake City, 


Utah, with Mrs. Bernice M. Hetzner, Librarian of the University of Nebraska 
College of Medicine, as Chairman. Brief announcements concerning the 
reports of the Committee on Criteria for Medical School Libraries were made 
and two papers were presented. Frank A. Lundy, Director of the University 
of Nebraska Libraries, gave a detailed study entitled ‘““The Medical College 
Library; an Analysis of Administrative Relationships,” wherein he described 
the structural basis upon which library cooperation and coordination rests 
and the administrative processes through which it is developed. An excellent 
presentation of an ideal health sciences library was given by Dr. Chauncey 
D. Leake, Vice President, University of Texas Medical Branch, speaking 
on “The Role of the Medical Library in the Medical School Curriculum.” 
A high degree of interest in these two presentations was demonstrated by the 
active audience participation in the discussion that followed. [These papers 
appeared in the October issue of the BULLETIN. | 
Miss Helen A. Wolter, Librarian of the University of Michigan Medical 

Library, was named Chairman for 1954. 

ELIZABETH D. RUNGE 

Secretary 


REPORT OF THE PHARMACY GROUP MEETING 


The annual meeting of the Pharmacy Group of the Medical Library Associa- 
tion was held at 8:00 P.M. on June 16, 1953, at the Newhouse Hotel, Salt 
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Lake City, Utah, with twenty-eight members present. The meeting was 
presided over by the Chairman, Mrs. Ina Pearson, Librarian of the Idaho 
State College of Pharmacy. 

Four formal papers were presented as follows: 

(1) “The Pharmacy Library of the Future” by Mrs. Irene M. Strieby, 
Librarian, Lilly Research Laboratories; 

(2) “Faculty and Student Use of the Library” by Dr. George E. Osborne, 
Assistant Professor of Pharmacy, University of Utah, College of 
Pharmacy; 

(3) “Teaching the Use of the Library to Students” by Miss Bernice L. 
Dunten, Librarian, Purdue University, School of Pharmacy; and 

(4) “A History of the Committee on Libraries of the American Associa- 
tion of Colleges of Pharmacy” by Dr. George E. Osborne, Assistant 
Professor of Pharmacy, University of Utah, College of Pharmacy. 

[These papers appeared in the October issue of the BULLETIN.] 

A discussion of the papers followed, led by the following members: Miss 
Otilia D. Goode, Mr. Harold Oatfield, Miss Clara A. Robeson, an’ Mrs. 
Irene M. Strieby. 

The fifth speaker, Dr. Richard A. Deno, Professor of Pharmacognosy, 
University of Michigan, College of Pharmacy, and Chairman of the Committee 
on Libraries of the American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy, reported 
on “The Proposed Joint Committee on Pharmacy College Libraries.” Miss 
Louise Lage, Assistant Librarian, Lilly Research Laboratories and Secretary 
of the Medical Library Association, announced that the Board of Directors 
had approved M.L.A. representation on the Joint Committee, which will be 
comprised of two representatives from the American Association of Colleges 
of Pharmacy, two from Special Libraries Association, and two from M.L.A. 
The purpose of the Committee is to work toward improvement of the quality, 
service, and use of libraries in the colleges of pharmacy. 

Miss Clara A. Robeson, Librarian, Massachusetts College of Pharmacy, 
and Chairman of the Committee on Standards and Criteria for Pharmaceutical 
Libraries, summarized the work and findings of that Committee for the year 
1952-53. 

Nominations followed for a Chairman of the Pharmacy Group meeting, 
1954, and Mr. Harold Oatfield, Head, Literature Research Division, Charles 
Pfizer & Company, was elected to that office. 

A telegram was received bearing the kind wishes of Miss Margaret Vinton, 
Chairman of the 1949, 1950, and 1951 meetings. 

CHARLOTTE E, COFFMAN 
Secretary 
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ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 


Since the Minutes of the last meeting were published in the October 1952 
issue of the BULLETIN, a motion was duly made, seconded, put to a vote, and 
carried to dispense with the reading of the Minutes of the 1952 meeting. 

While the chair was taken over by the Vice-President, Miss Marion Dondale, 
Mr. William D. Postell read his President’s report. 



































REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 

Madam Chairman and fellow members: It has been quite a task to decide 
just what the President should say at this time. A review of the addresses 
and reports of the previous presidents and chairmen of the executive committee 
gives no precept as to what to talk about. Each one had his own ideas of what 
he would like to say and he said it. Miss Marjorie Darrach was of the decided 
opinion that the President should not make an address, since there was really n 
“nothing to say;’’ however, her fine presidential address certainly disproved 
her statement. Miss L. Margueriete Prime, following her own ideas, made an 
excellent report of the year’s activities. My feeling is that the President should 
be permitted to develop his own ideas in reporting to the Association. My 
remarks will be directed to a review of the Association’s activities over a , 
period of years with some recommendations and suggestions for the future. 

In 1898 the Association of Medical Librarians was organized by eight in- 
terested people who assembled in Philadelphia. At their second meeting in 
the same city the following year the objectives of the Association were described 
as follows: ‘‘The object of the Association shall be the fostering of medical 
libraries and the maintenance of an exchange of medical literature among its 
members.” thae 

The primary object of the newly organized Association was the promotion ¢ 
of medical libraries. The infant Association leaned heavily on physicians during 
its early years. It was the medical man with an interest in the literature of 
medicine who gave medical librarianship its start. In fact, it was not until 
1933 that a President who was not a physician was elected, in the person of 
Miss Marcia C. Noyes, one of the charter members of the Association. 

The early organization probably owed its existence to a desire to build up 
collections by exchanging duplicates. This function has been well styled the 
“soul and heart” of the Association. It was no doubt one of the basic interests 
of the members, and it is one reason that year by year the library membership 
continues to grow. Discussion and evaluation of the services of the Exchange 
is an all-absorbing topic for the members; the Exchange concerns every library 
of the Association. So important is it that it is the principal reason that the 
Association for so long retained its voting membership in its library members. 

Another function of the Association has been the publishing of a journal 
devoted to the field of medical librarianship. Like the Exchange, the BULLETIN 
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has had an almost continuous existence from the beginning of the century to 
the present time,, although it has appeared under various titles. 

As the years passed, the Association suffered growing pains. The Constitu- 
tion was amended from time to time, and in 1928 it was decided to revise the 
By-laws completely. All too soon we had outgrown these By-laws and it was 
decided that the Association should be given a legal status. This was accom- 
plished in 1934, when the Medical Library Association became incorporated 
under the laws of the State o: Maryland. 

As medical libraries grew, the physician was compelled to rely on the as- 
sistance of the professionally trained librarian to organize and administer the 
library in order that adequate service be rendered. Professional librarianship 
then began to assume a more important role in medical librarianship. With 
the advent of the trained librarian more attention began to be manifested in 
the qualifications of the personnel of the library. These professionally trained 
librarians began to agitate for more voice in the affairs of the Association and 
for the establishment of standards to improve the qualifications of the medical 
librarian by means of a training program. 

As the Association continued to grow, there was the tendency to group into 
smaller divisions for a discussion of problems relating to particular types of 
medical libraries. The international aspects of medical librarianship began to 
be manifested as more foreign libraries and librarians became members. As 
the professional librarian became better equipped, he began to make more 
significant contributions to the professional literature. All of these influences 
had a profound effect upon the growing organization which was initiated over 
fifty years ago by four physicians and four librarians. 

What has been the result of these influences during the last few years? 
We have had to revise our Constitution in accordance with the laws of incor- 
poration of the State of Maryland. We no longer have a Constitution but a 
set of By-laws. Voting membership is vested in active members as well as in 
library members. The President, and not the Chairman of the Executive 
Committee, is the active head of the Association. The affairs of the Exchange 
are directed by an Exchange Committee. Provision is made for improving 
the qualifications of medical librarians by a training and certification program. 
To insure that more medical librarians are able to participate in meetings, 
regional meetings have been provided for. 

In reviewing the field of our accomplishments a mere enumeration of them 
is inspiring and probably worth while. We in the field of medical librarianship 
are the only group of special librarians with a well worked out training program 
which is based on formal education, internship, and certification. Committees 
cover every phase of this activity, namely Recruitment, Curriculum, Certifica- 
tion, and Internship. A measure of the activities of these committees is shown 
in their accomplishments: the winning of a Field award for recruitment at 
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last year’s Mid-Winter Meeting of the American Library Association; two 
formal courses in medical librarianship, one at Columbia University and one 
at Emory University; internships offered by Vanderbilt and Tulane Univer- 
sities; and the granting of about one hundred and seventy-five certificates. 

In the field of library service our accomplishments are most praiseworthy. 
The Joint Committee on Standards for Hospital Medical Libraries and Nursing 
School Libraries has completed its job. The Committee on Standards for 
Medical School Libraries is presenting its final report. The Pharmacy School 
Libraries have started on theirs and now the Dental Group is beginning to 
work. The Committee on Bibliography has undertaken and is continuing to 
undertake many a worth while project. 

Our national and international activities are too numerous to list, but it is 
well worth while to mention our foreign fellowship program, directed by the 
Committee on International Cooperation, to bring into this country those 
interested in acquiring training in medical librarianship. The good accom- 
plished by this one activity is impossible to measure. 

In the field of scholarship we are endeavoring to make great strides. For 
years we have sponsored the publishing of the BULLETIN OF THE MEDICAL 
LrBRARY ASSOCIATION which is certainly one of the most scholarly professional 
library journals. Under a committee of the Association the first edition of A 
Handbook of Medical Library Practice was written and brought out. Now, a 
second edition is in preparation and will soon appear. During the past year 
we have inaugurated a monographic series, the first number of which, The 
Development of Medical Bibliography, is to appear shortly. 

According to their special interests, medical schools, dental schools, societies, 
hospital, and pharmacy libraries all have individual group meetings. The 
school libraries have drawn up or are drawing up their standards. Their 
programs are very interesting and it is unfortunate that there must be a conflict 
in the time of their meeting with that of other groups. Regional groups repre- 
senting the different areas of this country have organized and are organizing. 

Finally, in order to honor our members who have made the greatest con- 
tribution to medical librarianship, an honor award is given every two years 
to the one considered most worthy. 

This year the Periodicals and Serials Committee embarked on another 
worth while project, the issuing of a publication, Vital Notes, to give us the 
latest information on periodicals. 

A summary of the Association’s activities shows that there are thirty-eight 
committees or representatives on joint committees comprising a membership 
of nearly two hundred of our members; surely, a record to be proud of. 

Having patted ourselves on the back, probably it is best to attempt to 
evaluate what we are accomplishing. If we cannot evaluate ourselves critically 
then perhaps it is time for us to disband; we must never be satisfied if we are 
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to continue to serve the purpose for which the Association was organized. 
This Association functions through its officers and committees, all serving on a 
volunteer basis. The principal officers are the President, Vice-President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer, and the Board of Directors. It can readily be seen 
that the duties of these officers have grown enormously during the last few 
years. The framers of the present By-laws were kind to the President, since 
they stipulated that he could serve only one year. His health alone wouldn’t 
permit him to serve a two-year term. The Vice-President is in the same situa- 
tion; in preparing for the next year’s activities, he must work every bit as 
hard as the President. Since neither the Secretary nor Treasurer can hold two 
jobs, each is resigning after only one year in office. Every Treasurer in recent 
years has stated that it is an almost full-time job. The members of the Board 
of Directors, in addition to their job on the Board, are always active in heading 
important projects for the Association. 

With this increased activity I hardly see how we can postpone much longer 
the appointment of another full-time employee to care for some of the work 
of the Association. We will have to study our resources carefully in financing 
such a move and in determining in what capacity such an employee would 
do the most good. 

Our committees now are so numerous that we are approaching the stage, 
if we have not already reached it, of not having time to listen to all of their 
reports from the floor, and comprehend their significance. We have tried to 
remedy this by limiting the reports to two typed pages, but I feel this does 
not solve our problem. We will have to come to the practice of eliminating 
the reading of some, or perhaps all, reports from the floor. Recommended 
action may come from the Board of Directors; we may make a start by re- 
quiring that only reports of officers and standing committees be read and any 
others that the Board may deem of sufficient importance. This may give us 
more time during the Annual Meeting to visit with one another. After all, it 
is people who are important in this life. It is important that you and I get to 
know each other, to discuss our problems, and to gain knowledge from each 
other, and we may have more time for this, if our programs are not too crowded. 

We can be very proud of our accomplishments in the field of training, but 
we still have much to do. We must get more schools interested in giving courses 
in medical librarianship, and certainly we cannot hope to function if only two 
libraries offer internships. 

Our speciality groups have developed along the right line. It is best that 
they continue to meet informally as they do at present so that there will not 
develop those rivalries which tend to split professional groups asunder. I 
have a lot of confidence in the organization of our regional groups. Surely, 
since our strength lies in the individual members, each member will have more 
of an opportunity to take part in the Association’s activities in smaller groups. 
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We need more of these groups, however. Let us hope that in other areas local 
groups will shortly be organized. 

We must constantly be on guard to improve the services of our Exchange. 
We must never be complacent about the ‘‘soul and heart” of our Association. 
Our Association is growing, and what may have been adequate last year may 
need further examination this year. 

Now, lastly, in the library world of techniques let us not forget the importance 
of scholarship if we wish to be accepted by the professions as a learned society. 
It is true that we do not hold part-time teaching positions. Our days are filled 
with helping others, but whatever we can do to make a contribution to scholar- 
ship will be more than worth while. Then, let us not forget the debt we owe 
to the physician; for that is what makes us different from other librarians. 
We are serving a profession which has centuries of academic traditions back 
of it. We need its help as it needs ours. 

W. D. PosteLy 

President 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 
As in other years, this report comprises a summary of Association activities 
for the past year. One notes with pride the professional progress made through 
valuable contributions by our members to the field of librarianship as well 
as the forward steps of the Association due to the devoted interest of those 
who have served so capably. 

The Joint Committee on Library Education and its Subcommittee on Special 
Library Education held two meetings this year. Mrs. Eileen Cunningham was 
elected Chairman in October 1952, and Miss Mary Louise Marshall is serving 
the second year of her term as Secretary-Treasurer. A study of desirable back- 
ground for library work in special subject fields has been conducted by means 
of seven pilot studies; the results are being edited for publication. The establish- 
ment of a nation-wide placement service is under study, as is the standardiza- 
tion of examinations now being given in librarianship by various agencies. 
The Joint Committee cooperated with the Board of Education for Librarian- 
ship in its negotiations with the National Commission on Accrediting regarding 
accrediting of professional schools. Accrediting of Library schools and a listing 
of such schools will continue to be made by the Board of Education for Li- 
brarianship of the American Library Association. 

Formal certificates have been prepared and presented by the Subcommittee 
on Internship to the medical libraries of the Tulane University School of 
Medicine and the Vanderbilt University School of Medicine in recognition of 
their Association-approved training programs for medical library internships. 
The Committee emphasized the need for establishing new internships for the 
continuation of the certification program. A recommendation is made that 
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internship approval be granted as long as the same Head Librarian remains 
in charge. 

Although the Subcommittee on Recruitment was organized only five years 
ago, its work has already received high recognition. On February 6, 1953, the 
Association was awarded a Field Citation for Library Recruiting amounting 
to $100, which was presented by the Board of Education of Librarianship 
of the American Library Association. The organization of the recruiting 
activities into suitable form for presentation to this Board for evaluation was 
the voluntary effort of Miss L. Margueriete Prime, and the Association is 
indebted to her for her interest. 

The Membership Committee chairman, Miss Esther Judkins, reported a 
slight decrease in the total membership, most noticeable in the class of Active 
members due to the tendency of librarians in this category to resign if their 
libraries become Institutional members. The total membership is 1073, the 
year’s report showing a net gain of 28 Institutional Members and 20 Active 
Members with a loss of 2 Associated Members. 

The Subcommittee on Certification announced that in slightly over three 
years 129 librarians have been granted Charter Certification, 39 Grade I 
certificates, 3 Grade II, and 1 Grade III. Charter certification closes April 13, 
1954, and applications must be postmarked before noon of that day to be 
considered. 

Regional group meetings have continued to flourish and to stimulate pro- 
fessional participation by junior staff members not able to attend the Annual 
Meetings. The practical nature of the programs plus the interest of several 
groups in undertaking projects to benefit the field of medical librarianship 
nationally or regionally have been the outstanding features of all eight groups. 

Miss L. Margueriete Prime, Miss Magdalene Freyder, and Miss Helen 
Yast represented the Association on the Joint Committee on the Clarification 
of the Title: Librarian, and met twice with representatives from the American 
Association of Medical Record Librarians to consider the clarification of the 
title Librarian and the possibility of substituting another name for the staff 
of the hospital record department. Since the Record Librarians are considering 
a new classification for their various levels of staff members, this would seem 
to be a particularly fortunate time to effect a solution of the present confusion 
existing in similarity of titles. However, we have been currently advised that 
their Executive Board considers that because of economic, educational, and 
legal reasons it would be unwise to change the name of the Association of 
Medical Record Librarians, but rather to make every effort to educate people 
to use explicitly the title Medical Record Librarian. It is to be hoped that in 
the process of that education a new title may be formed which will be better 
suited to their activities. 

The Committee on Criteria and Standards for Pharmacy School Libraries 
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has established its aims: (1) to provide basic lists of material that should be 

in every college of pharmacy library; (2) to establish minimum qualifications 
for the personnel for the college of pharmacy library. Currently, the Committee 
is considering a list of books and periodicals in the subject fields of botany and 
pharmacognosy. 

The culmination of much diligent work for the Committee on Criteria 
for Medical School Libraries was their valuable Report which was distributed 
to all medical school librarians who participated in the earlier survey. Divided 
into three parts, the Report consists of tabulations of replies to the Question- 
naire, the Book List, and the Serials List. The Committee regards this final 
report as only a milestone and seeks continuation of the project for another 
year, since the goal of establishing minimum standards for libraries in several 
groupings still needs to be achieved. 

Miss Charlotte Studer, Chairman of the Committee on Criteria and Stand- 
ards for Hospital, Medical, and Nursing School Libraries, cooperated with the 
Joint Committee on Standards in arranging the format and checking proof 
for the publication of the M.L.A. Standards accepted at our last annual 
meeting. It is noted with pride that this publication of the Standards in pam- 
phlet form was undertaken by the Hospital Libraries Division of the American 
Library Association. 

The Association is proud of the announcement of the Committee on Special 
Publications that approval has been granted for the publication of Miss 
Estelle Brodman’s doctoral dissertation, The Development of Medical Bib- 
liography, as number one in the new M.L.A. monograph series. It is expected 
that the dissertation wiil be in print within the next year. 

The Publication Committee’s report draws attention to the high caliber 
of the Associate Editors of the BULLETIN OF THE MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIA- 
TION and as an example points out the successful new feature in the BULLETIN 
which was the idea of Miss Mildred E. Blake, formerly Associate Editor. 
This section, ‘‘Notes from London,” is under the editorship of Mr. William 
J. Bishop, Librarian, Wellcome Historical Medical Library. The publication 
of this column, plus the printing of some of the papers read at meetings of the 
Medical Section of the Library Association of Great Britain, emphasizes the 
Association’s international character. Papers from other countries are also 
welcome. 

The Committee on the Handbook for Medical Library Practice hopes that 
the new edition will be ready for the printer by early fall. The first edition 
went out-of-print this year with the sale of the last of the fourth printing, 
1013 copies, and the publisher, the American Library Association, is interested 
in getting the new edition into production as soon as possible. 

The Committee on Bibliography has been concerned with the question of 
the preparation of a “union list of medical periodicals.” In February Mrs. 
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Cunningham presented the idea to the Board, whose recommendation was 
that a prospectus be prepared and that the Armed Forces Medical Library 
be invited to join with the Committee in the production of a prospectus to 
include a study of size, scope, personnel required, number of years needed, 
as well as a pilot study. Miss Janet Doe prepared a tentative outline for a 
pilot study. The Committee also considered for study a proposal of Mr. Scott 
Adams that it sponsor the preparation of an ‘Annual Bibliography of Review 
Literature in the Medical and Biological Sciences.” Including articles appear- 
ing in review journals as well as comprehensive articles scattered through 
medical journals, it would probably amount to 5000 items per year. 

Miss Helen Wheeler became Archives Curator on November 1, 1952, when 
she succeeded Miss Pauline Duffield as Librarian of the Medical and Chirurgical 
Faculty of Maryland where the Archives are stored. Miss Duffield performed 
the duties of this office most efficiently and enthusiastically for several years, 
and the Association is exceedingly grateful for her sustained interest. We 
anticipate that Miss Wheeler’s term of service will be as mutually satisfying. 
Plans were formulated last fall and culminated this spring in the moving of 
the back files of the BULLETIN OF THE MEpIcAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION to 
the Waverly Press for storage and distribution. Requests for back issues are 
now to be sent to the Treasurer of the Association. The Association’s purchase 
of a four-drawer file has improved the housing of the Archives. 

Thoughtful consideration of problems pertaining to the Exchange resulted 
in some interesting proposals by the Exchange Committee. concerning the 
disposition of older books, the assistance of the Exchange in getting new 
libraries started, and a reduction in the cost of mailing the Key List. The 
chairman, Mrs. Henrietta T. Perkins, requests that all complaints about the 
Exchange be sent to her. It is suggested that two measures would be advan- 
tageous in clearing up mysteries concerning the Exchange: (1) the installation 
of a booth or an audio-visual display during the Annua! Meeting in Washing- 
ton, with the Exchange Manager and a committee member available for con- 
sultation; (2) the publication of a brochure describing the operation and proce- 
dure of the Exchange. 

The Periodical and Serial Publications Committee worked industriously to 
compile, mimeograph, and distribute three issues of the new, valuable publica- 
tion, Vital Notes on Medical Periodicals, a periodical listing births, deaths, 
hibernations, and title changes of periodicals and serials. The aim of the 
Committee to take care of the back-log beginning with 1950 as well as current 
periodical information was accomplished, and the project now becomes one 
of current coverage. The Committee also worked on a cost analysis of foreign 
subscriptions to be used in drafting a letter to be sent in protest to all German 
publishers as to the high cost of their periodicals. 

A survey of periodicals added and dropped by member libraries conducted 


















FIFTY-SECOND ANNUAL MEETING 47 


by Harold Oatfield of the Periodicals and Serials Publication Committee 
yielded a small return, but indicated that libraries are adding titles to strengthen 
their collections and few have had occasion to discontinue subscriptions. A 
tabulation by countries of journals dropped showing kind of library, number 
of libraries dropping, and reasons is available for consultation or reproduction. 
It is an interesting observation that more complaints have been received 
about the high cost of American periodicals than of those from foreign countries. 

Mr. Kanardy L. Taylor was the Association’s representative on the Joint 

Committee of the Union List of Serials, with Lt. Col. Frank B. Rogers substi- 
tuting during one of the two meetings. Since the H. W. Wilson Company will 
not prepare a third supplement to the second edition of the Union List of 
Serials, the Library of Congress will gather materials for such a possible supple- 
ment to cover 1950-1952 as part of their general accumulation of materials 
toward a third edition. There were also discussions on ways and means by which 
the new publication of the Library of Congress, New Serial Titles, can be pro- 
duced effectively and can serve as a substitute for the Union List of Serials. 

The Organization Manual Committee has been mainly concerned with 
methods of gathering together the data needed to analyze the duties and 
procedures of the officers and the committees. The possibility of preparing 
an official annual calendar for the guidance of officers and committees is also 
under consideration as well as the use of forms for efficiency in communications. 

Our Placement Advisor reports an active year and is grateful for the ap- 
pointment of Miss Hilda E. Moore as Associate Placement Advisor in order 
to share the increased volume of work as well as to prevent interruption of 
service during the Placement Advisor’s absence. One hundred and seventy- 
three reprints of last year’s personnel and salary survey were distributed 
through the Subcommittee for the Survey. The Committee requests approval 
to prepare and circulate forms for the complete revision of the Roster of 
Medical Librarians, the confidential, centralized record of librarians in the 
medical field which has made available collective facis and figures for numerous 
useful purposes. 

The Treasurer’s report gives assurance of a good financial condition, the 
total net worth of the Association on December 31, 1952, being $29,268.75. 
Income exceeded expenses in the amount of $3,735.44. A major activity was 
bringing up-to-date the card file and the Waverly Press check list. The Treas- 
urer hopes that the financial condition of the Association will improve to the 
degree where it will permit the establishment of a central office for handling 
the routine business with greater efficiency and dispatch, as the present volume 
of work makes the position a full-time job for three of the busiest months. 

The Finance Committee has been studying a number of plans for the invest- 
ment of Association money needed for current operating expenses so that as 
high a rate of interest as possible will be yielded with complete safety. The 
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budget for 1953 has been prepared after financial plans and projects have 
been carefully considered. 

In addition to selecting a recipient for the 1953 Marcia C. Noyes Award, 
the Awards Committee has started a permanent file of recipients, listing name, 
date of presentation, inscription, and presentation speech. Information about 
outstanding members is being collected for the benefit of future committees in 
selecting the recipient of the Noyes Award. 

The Committee on Extension Work in Medical Libraries plans to bring 
up-to-date its list of lending medical libraries. An offer to have this list included 
in an article on mail service available to physicians through medical libraries, 
which the journal Medical Economics will publish, will probably be accepted. 

Internal and external publicity was handled capably by our Public Relations 
Officer, Miss L. Margueriete Prime. Association news was accumulated and 
sent as a News Leller to the total membership, and at five different times news 
releases to appropriately selected journals were distributed. 

Miss Janet Doe represented the Medical Library Association on the Council 
of National Library Associations. Due to illness, Dr. Sanford V. Larkey 
resigned the chairmanship of the Council in November, but will continue as 
a member representing our Association for the next three years. CNLA voted 
to accept a place on the Committee on Terminology, ISO/TC37, which will 
be concerned with principles for forming terms, for formulating definitions, 
and for arranging and publishing dictionaries of technical terms. The con- 
stitution of CNLA was amended in several particulars, an important one 
being: to admit to membership national associations operating in related 
fields. 

The Committee on International Coooperation reports an active year. It 
was decided to have different members of the Committee plan the programs 
for some of the visiting fellows. Fellowships this year were awarded to Mr. 
Yoshinari Tsuda of Tokyo, Japan; Mr. Rodolfo Alfredo Tannchen of Cérdoba, 
Argentina; Dr. Elisabeth A. C. van der Burg of Leiden, the Netherlands; 
Miss Indu Vinayak Nawathe of Poona, India; Mr. Harry D. Erlam of Dunedin, 
New Zealand; and Miss Hilkka Ahokanta of Helsinki, Finland. Four of these 
have plans to attend the First International Congress on Medical Librarianship 
in London. 

Since the International Exchange of Periodicals was set up jointly with the 
U. S. Book Exchange in 1950, about 45,000 items have been distributed. The 
program will soon terminate, and a final summary report will be made. 

The report of the Committee on Gifts and Grants suggested that, since the 
library is essential to the success of a research project, consideration should 
be given as to how donors can become interested in specifying that a certain 
amount of a research grant be set aside for support of the library. 

The Committee on Resources proposes that M.L.A. promote the develop- 
ment of a regional medical library in eight sections of the United States. The 
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plan would leave present holdings untouched, but would favor strengthening 
the regions through preferential treatment on the Exchange and by the As- 
sociation. 

As M.L.A. representative on the Joint Committee on the Protection of 
Cultural and Scientific Resources, Mr. Scott Adams reported that the Medical 
Library Association is regarded as a pioneer in this field and its efforts are being 
closely observed. 

Louise C. LAGE 
Secretary 

The secretary then read the list of members who had died since the last 

annual meeting. 


MEMBERS DECEASED, 1952-1953 


Active: Berne, Miss Fritzi F. 
Morton, Mrs. Josephine G. 
Ophuls, Miss Louise 
Thompson, Mr. Arthur E. 


Associate: Cullen, Dr. Thomas S. 
Fitz, Dr. Reginald 
Russell, Mr. Wilbur S. 


The membership stood for a moment of silence in their memory. 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
CALENDAR YEAR—1952 


The Association is in a good financial condition, although expenses are 
steadily increasing. Income exceeded expenses in the amount of $3,735.44. 
The total net worth of the Association on 31 December 1952, was $29,268.75, 
with Eli Lilly and Company contributing the major gift, $1,000.00. 

This year, for the first time, the Rockefeller Foundation Grant funds were 
in a separate checking account which simplified the bookkeeping considerably. 
It is recommended that this practice be continued. 

A major part of activity was concerned with bringing the card file and the 
Waverly Press check list up-to-date. The work is about completed. 

The Treasurer’s Office has enough work for about three of the busiest 
months to make it a full-time job for that period. This is in addition to regular 
duties as Librarian. It is to be hoped that the financial status of the Association 
will improve to the degree that it will permit the establishment of a central 
office for handling the routine business with greater efficiency and dispatch. 

Following are excerpts from the auditor’s report for the calendar year 
1952. 

HELEN L. WOELFEL 
Treasurer 
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STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS AND FUND BALANCE 
GENERAL FunD 
Income: 
Dues: 
Institutional members $10,550.00 
Professional members “A” 905 .00 
Professional members “B”’. .. . . 1,981.00 
Associate members 440 .00 
Sustaining members 300.00 


BULLETIN: 
Subscriptions 2,129.69 
Advertising 918.36 
Back numbers and extra copies 258.82 
Other income (Checklist & Directory) 280.02 


Interest: 
United States Government Bonds 
Savings accounts 


Other Income: 
Contribution, Lilly and Company 1,000.00 
Income from certification 940.00 
Registration, etc., Annual Meeting 550.03 
Royalties on sale of handbooks 216.25 


Total Income 


Income Net of Expenses 
Fund Balance, January 1, 1952 


Fund Balance, December 31, 1952 


$14,176.00 


3,586.89 


2,706.28 


$20,842.50 


$17 , 107.06 


3,735.44 
25,533.31 


$29 , 268.75 


Norte: BULLETIN subscription income in the amount of $2,129.69 does not include portion 


of membership dues assigned to BULLETIN subscriptions. 


EXPENSES 
GENERAL FuND 
Association Exchange 


Salaries $3 , 649 .98 
Other expenses 


BULLETIN costs. 

Officers 
President’s Office 
Secretary’s Office 349.18 
Treasurer’s Office 878.86 


$5,099.93 


6,623.41 


1,528.16 
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Committees 
Subcommittee on Recruitment. . 322.38 
Joint Committee on Library Education 153.07 
Subcommittee on Certification 90.57 
Periodicals and Serial Publications Committee... . 70.67 
Membership Committee. . . 16.04 
Finance Committee........... 10.00 
General expense, Special Committee............. oe 60.52 


Scholarships Awarded 
Five at $150.00 each. 
Annual Meeting expenses. . 
Insurance and Bonds..... 
Handbook expenses 
Professional services 
First International Congress on Medical Librarianship. 
Placement Advisor 


$17,107. 


STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS AND FuND BALANCE 


ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION FUND 
Income: 


Rockefeller Foundation grants $12,850.00 


Expenses: 
Fellowship program 
Dora Echeverri $1,703.05 
Rudolfo A. Tannchen...... axe oe 1,564.10 
Yoshinari Tsuda Satay naa ae 1,327.00 
Indu Nawathe............. nce been oe 1,126.50 
Elisabeth Van der Burg............. + hers 50.00 
Harry Erlam a oe 50.00 
United States Book Exchange....... me 2,500.00 
Administrative expenses ere sash 338.22 8,658. 


Income Net of Expenses... . a a 4,191.1. 
Fund Balance, January 1, 1952... .. 4,085.5 
Less refund of unused portion of Fund Grant No. GA MS 5001 er 


Fund Balance, December 31, 1952 a $7 ,104. 


BALANCE SHEET 
MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
DECEMBER 31, 1952 
Assets: 
General Fund: 
Cash, operating account. ...........2..... re $12,798.15 
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Cash, savings accounts 
Eutaw Savings Bank of Baltimore $2,604.70 
Metropolitan Savings Bank 2,581.13 
Union Trust Company of Maryland 1,167.67 6,353.50 


United States Government bonds 10,283.00 


29 434.65 


7,104.92 


$36 , 539.57 


Liabilities: 
General Fund: 
Federal withholding tax 165.90 
Fund balance 29 ,268.75 


Total General Fund 29 ,434.65 
Rockefeller Foundation Fund: 
Fund balance 7,104.92 


Total All Funds $36,539.57 


Mr. Postell expressed the appreciation of the Association for the efforts of 
the Treasurer in carrying out her duties and pointed out that the number of 
past Treasurers is testimony enough of the great amount of work involved. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 

The duties of the Finance Committee are to prepare the Annual Budget 
and supervise the financial operations of the Association. The budget, as 
drawn up by the Committee, forms a part of the Report and had been dis- 
tributed to those present at the business session of the Medical Library Associa- 
tion. The Committee has tried to formulate the financial plans and projects 
for the year 1953 in as clear a manner as possible, and will welcome any com- 
ments or suggestions on any part of the budget. 

Last year the Finance Committee reported that consideration had been 
given to the investment of Medical Library Association money elsewhere 
than in savings accounts. This problem was given further study. The ultimate 
goal of the Association is to have a central office with an Executive Secretary. 
Until that is achieved, any money not needed for current operating expenses 
should be invested so that it will yield as high a rate of interest as possible with 
complete safety. 

The Committee is studying a number of plans, and hopes to have something 
definite worked out in the near future. 

WESLEY DRAPER 
Chairman 
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book royalties, are excluded. 








Dues 
Institutional members ($25.00) 
Sustaining members ($100.00) 
Associate members ($5.00)...................... 
Active members ($5.00)............ 

BULLETIN 
Subscriptions, non-members ($7.00) 
Active members ($2.00)........... 
Sale of back numbers 
Advertisements 
I ons re oe ds ee wikia telers 

Annual Meeting registration fees ($2.00)... .. 

Certification fees 


























Portion of balance in checking account as of December 
31, 1952 assigned to 1953 expenses. ... . 

Lilly Grant, balance December 31, 1952... .. ae 

Re I, NS a aids eiaerere eerie dinle waestsnebis 

Rockefeller Foundation Grant for Foreign Scholar- 
ships and Visitors (Administered for the Rocke- 
feller Foundation by the M.L.A. International 
Cooperation Committee) Balance as of December 
31, 1952 


Total 


U.S. Book Exchange. 





Exchange 
Salaries, incl. Office space 
Expenses, incl. equipment 
BULLETIN 
4 issues 
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APPENDIX I TO FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT FOR 


MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BUDGET 1953 
(approved by Board of Directors) 


Estimated 1953 receipts available for budget purposes. Interest on savings 
accounts and securities and returns on Revolving Fund money, such as Hand- 







Restricted 
Unrestricted Unrestricted Grants, Gifts 
General Grants & & Revolving 
Income Gifts Funds 


$10,000.00 
300.00 
440.00 
2,260.00 


2,000.00 
550.00 
200.00 
900.00 
200.00 
400.00 
700.00 


1,160.00 
$2,064.55 
1,000.00 


$7,104.92 





Norte: A Rockefeller Foundation Grant for the International Exchange of Medical Liter- 
ature is administered jointly by the M.L.A. International Cooperation Committee and the 
U.S. Book Exchange. This grant of $5,000.00, to be spent in a period of three years beginning 
in 1950, is not included on the budget because the financial arrangements are handled by the 


EsTIMATED EXPENDITURES, 1953 


$19,110.00 $3,064.55 $7,104.92 


Restricted 


Unrestricted Unrestricted Grants, Gifts 
General Grants & & Revolving 
Income Gifts Funds 
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Officers Expenses 
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IN 5 psa ileal ahs nd apa maatacnie Se SIR 
Secretary incl. stamped stationary................ 
= ahh ese aan AL kwh orl akitdals baa hoes 
I 555 sarc wane yy wor ptw wide w wi mynidinse braces 
Committees—Petty items ($10.00 per committee) 
la big Ara site Pie in ute amelie abale Oak 
Audit, outgoing Treasurer .................... 
Annual Meeting............... 
errr Mea eee cen ee rae eae 
Travel expense—to provide representation for M.L.A. 
at meetings of other organizations... .. 
Miscellaneous.............. eS eee 
Special projects and committee work authorized by the 
Board of Directors 
1. Handbook Committee....................... 
2. Criteria for Medical School Libraries Com- 
I et Sag rg are etn ees ergs hecd een a, dae 
. Bibliography Committee. ................... 
. Grants and Gifts Committee................. 
. Placement Officer, Special Project (Roster)... . 
. Membership Committee..................... 
. Recruitment Subcommittee 
8. News Sheet..... Ve ee 
ee eae ee ee 
10. Periodicals and Serial Publications Committee. . 
11. Other authorizations, held over from 1952. . 
Rockefeller Foundations Grant for Foreign Scholar- 
ships and Visitors (administered for the Rocke- 
feller Foundation by the M.L.A. International 
Cooperation Committee). Balance as of December 
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1,000.00 
500.00 
900.00 

50.00 
280.00 
150.00 
150.00 
400.00 
700.00 


900 .00 
355.00 
500.00 
300.00 
100.00 
50.00 
25.00 
50.00 
100.00 


100.00 


$450.00 
814.55 


1,800.00 


$19,110.00 $3,064.55 


While thanking Mr. Draper for his report, Mr. Postell encouraged the mem- 














$7,104.92 


$7,104.92 





bers to study the finances of the Association and to ask as many questions as 


necessary, since there are no secrets intended in the operation of the Association. 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON GIFTS AND GRANTS 


The Gifts and Grants Committee is pleased to report that Eli Lilly and 


Company renewed its annual grant of $1000 to the Association for 1953. 
We are very grateful for this contribution toward the improvement of stand- 
ards in medical librarianship and for scholarships sponsored by the Association. 
The Association appreciates the continued support of its sustaining members. 
Although no new sustaining members have been added this year, this does 
not mean that opportunities for obtaining additional members are not good. 
However, it does seem to indicate that a more direct approach is required. 


One member of the Committee has suggested that in the future the Com- 
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mittee should stress the role that the medical library plays in connection with 
research projects for which funds have been granted by foundations and other 
organizations outside of the library’s own institution. This member has pointed 
out that although the library is basic to research it seldom benefits from research 
grants since they are usually made for specific projects. It was suggested that 
there should be ‘‘some one well known writer in the medical field who would 
be willing to develop the idea that a certain per cent of money for grants might 
well be set aside for support of the library in cases where both the older as 
well as the current literature would be basic to the project.’’ Although the 
Gifts and Grants Committee is interested in support for the Medical Library 
Association, rather than for individual libraries, it feels if donors in the medical 
field could be influenced to remember that libraries are essential for the research 
these donors sponsor and that libraries need increased support, it might be 
easier to obtain sustaining members for the Association for this purpose. 
Tuomas H. CAHALAN 
Chairman 


Following the reading of this report, Mr. Postell expressed warm appreciation 
of Mrs. Irene M. Strieby’s efforts as a member of the Committee and of her 
role in securing the interest of Eli Lilly and Company in giving the financial 
assistance the Association needed to embark confidently on the scholarship 


and training programs for furthering the profession of medical librarianship. 


REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


There has been a slight decrease in the total number of new members en- 
rolled this year in the Association. The decrease is most noticeable in the class 
of Active Members, where this year’s total of 49 compares unfavorably with 
the 77 enrolled last year and the 62 and 116 added in the two previous years. 
Besides this lack of new members among individual librarians there appears 
to be a growing tendency for Active Members to resign if their libraries are 
Institutional Members. Some means to combat this disturbing trend should 
perhaps be considered by the incoming Membership Committee. The last 
intensive campaign for new members was conducted five years ago. 

This year a total of 86 new members, plus 5 reinstated, has been added. 
There has been a loss of 45 members in all classes, making the total member- 


ship 1073. In detail these figures are as follows: 


New members 
eee een eR eee 32 (Includes 3 re-instated) 
Active 49 (Includes 2 re-instated) 
Associate 
Honorary 
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Loss of members 
Deceased 


Resigned or delinquent 
Institutional 
Active 
Associate 


Total loss 


27 (Includes 1 transferred to Honorary) 
8 (Includes 1 transferred to Honorary) 


These figures represent a net gain of 28 Institutional members and 20 
Active members and a loss of 2 Associate members. No new Sustaining members 


were added. 


Although time does not permit the reading of the entire list of new members, 
we should like to mention particularly the two new Honorary Members elected 
at the last Annual Meeting: Miss Sue Biethan and Dr. H. Winnett Orr. 


ESTHER JUDKINS 
Chairman 


New MEMBERS 


Beatty, Mr. William Kaye 

College of Physicians of Philadelphia 
Library 

19 South 22nd Street 

Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 


Bennett, Mrs. Aileen 

Medical Staff Library 
St. Lawrence Hospital 
Lansing 15, Michigan 


Blum, Miss Selma Irene 

Sinai Hospital Staff Library 
Monument Street and Rutland Avenue 
Baltimore 5, Maryland 


Bohling, Mr. Raymond A. 
College of Medicine Library 
University of Nebraska 
42nd and Dewey Avenue 
Omaha 5, Nebraska 


1952-1953 


Active 


Browne, Miss Mary Elizabeth 
Library, Southwestern Medical School 
University of Texas 

2211 Oak Lawn Avenue 

Dallas, Texas 


Burnham, Miss Louise Elizabeth 

Massachusetts Department of Public Health 
Library 

Room 524 A, State House 

Boston 33, Massachusetts 


Clark, Mrs. Gertrude M. 

Los Angeles County Medical Association 
Library 

634 South Westlake Avenue 

Los Angeles 5, California 


Dennis, Miss Eunice 

Library, Southwestern Medical School 
University of Texas 

2211 Oak Lawn Avenue 

Dallas, Texas 





FIFTY-SECOND ANNUAL MEETING 57 


Devereaux, Miss Mary Caroline 
Library 

Mead Johnson & Co. 
Evansville 21, Indiana 


Dover, Mrs. Eugenia Ruble 
Prentiss Library 

New York Medical College 
1 East 105th Street 

New York 29, New York 


Eldredge, Miss Alba W. 

University of California Medical Center 
Library 

Parnassus and Third Avenue 

San Francisco 22, California 


Ferguson, Miss Pricilla J. 

State of California, Department of Public 
Health Library 

2180 Milvia Street 

Berkeley 4, California 


Flandorf, Mrs. Vera 

Children’s Memorial Hospital 

Nurses’ Library and Children’s Library 
707 West Fullerton Avenue 

Chicago 14, Illinois 


Fraser, Miss Doreen E. 
University of British Columbia Library 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada 


Glasgow, Miss Marcella 

University of Miami School of Medicine 
Library 

Jackson Memorial Hospital 

Miami 36, Florida 


Goode, Miss Otilia D. 
V.A. Center, Medical and Technical Library 
Wood, Wisconsin 


Hoffman, Mrs. Priscilla S. 
Auburn Memorial Hospital Medical Library 
Auburn, New York 


Hollis, Mrs. Catherine O’Day 
Mercy Central School of Nursing 
220 Cherry Street, S.D. 

Grand Rapids 2, Michigan 


Hudgins, Miss Mary D. 

Army & Navy General Hospital Medical 
Library 

Hot Springs National Park, Arkansas 


Imbrie, Miss Agnes Elizabeth 

Los Angeles County Health Department 
241 North Figueroa Street 

Los Angeles 12, California 


Ische, Mr. John P. 

Medical Society of the County of Kings 
Library 

1313 Bedford Avenue 

Brooklyn 16, New York 


Johnson, Mrs. Barbara Coe 
V.A. Hospital 
Palo Alto, California 


Konieczny, Miss May C. 
Medical Research Division 
Standard Oil Development Co. 
P.O. Box 51 

Linden, New Jersey 


Lord, Miss Dorothy A. 

New: York University-Bellevue 
Center Library 

477 First Avenue 

New York 16, New York 


Medical 


MacMayburns, Mrs. Hazel Askey 
Pierce County Hospital 

3582 Pacific Avenue 

Tacoma 8, Washington 


McNamara, Miss Mary E. 

Henry Ford Hospital Medical Library 
2799 West Grand Boulevard 

Detroit 2, Michigan 


MacWatt, Mr. J. Alan 
American Cyanamid Company 
Lederle Laboratories Division 
Pearl River, New York 


Meckel, Miss Clara Louise 
Psychiatric Institute Library 
University of Maryland Hospital 
Redwood and Greene Streets 
Baltimore 1, Maryland 

















Miller, Miss Jessie W. 
714 West 16th Street 
Little Rock, Arkansas 


Mulrooney, Miss Margaret Rose 
Vanderbilt University 

School of Medicine Library 
Nashville 4, Tennessee 


Nieman, Miss Dorothy E. 

V.A. Center, Medical Library 
Wilshire and Sawtelle Boulevards 
Los Angeles 25, California 


Noe, Miss Bertha 
V.A. Hospital 
Kansas City, Missouri 


O’Leary, Mr. Francis Bernard 
Natural Science Libraries 

601 Schermerhorn Hall 
Columbia University 

New York 27, New York 


Pashby, Miss Almena 
V.A. Hospital 
Coral Gables, Florida 


Rose Quinlivan, Sister 

Sisters of Charity Hospital of Buffalo 
2157 Main Street 

Buffalo 14, New York 


Schlueter, Mr. Reinhold Arthur 

Oak Ridge Institute of Nuclear Studies 
P.O. Box 117 

Oak Ridge, Tennessee 


Schultze, Mrs. Claire K. 
Sharp & Dohme, Inc., Research Library 
West Point, Pennsylvania 


Sevy, Mrs. Barbara S. 
Commission on Financing of Hospital Care 
1020 North Rush Street 

Chicago 11, Illinois 


Smith, Miss Dolores T. 
McNeil Laboratories, Inc. 
2900 North 17th Street 
Philadelphia 32, Pennsylvania 
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Sperl, Miss Virginia R. 
Columbia University Medical Library 
630 West 168th Street 

New York 32, New York 


Stephens, Mrs. Irlene Roemer 
Bristol-Myers Products Division 
225 Long Avenue 

Hillside 5, New Jersey 


Streeter, Miss Eliphal B. 
American Cyanamid Company 
Lederle Laboratories Division 
Pearl River, New York 


Szladits, Mrs. Lola L. 

New York Academy of Medicine Library 
2 East 103rd Street 

New York 29, New York 


Wannarka, Miss Marjorie 
Creighton University 
School of Medicine Library 
302 North 14th Street 
Omaha 2, Nebraska 


Wendler, Miss Katheryn T. 

Texas Medical Association Memorial Library 
1801 Lamar Boulevard 

Austin, Texas 


Wheeler, Mrs. Dorothea 

University of Illinois Library of Medical 
Sciences 

1853 West Polk Street 

Chicago 12, Illinois 


Wight, Miss Barbara L. 
Harbor General Hospital Library 
1124 West Carson Street 
Torrance, California 





Wolfe, Miss Mary Agnes 
Hennepin County Medical Society 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 


Yast, Miss Helen T. 

American Hospital Association 
Asa S. Bacon Memorial Library 
18 East Division Street 
Chicago 10, Illinois 
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Institutional 


Auburn Memoria] Hospital Medical Library 
Auburn, New York 


British Medical Association Library 
New South Wales Branch 

British Medical Association House 
135 Macquarie Street 

Sydney, N.S.W., Australia 


Buffalo General Hospital 
Doctors’ Library 

100 High Street 

Buffalo 3, New York 


Camp Detrick, Technical Library 
Frederick, Maryland 


Chester Beatty Research Institute Library 
University of London 

Royal Cancer Hospital 

Fulham Road 

London, S.W. 3, England 


Connecticut State Department of Health 
Library 

Room 335, State Office Building 

Hartford, Connecticut 

Crawford W. Long Memorial Hospital 
Medical Library 

35 Linden Avenue, N.E. 

Atlanta, Georgia 


Francis Delafield Hospital Medical Library 
99 Fort Washington Avenue 
New York 32, New York 


Freedmen’s Hospital 

School of Nursing Library 
6th and Bryant Streets, N.W. 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Gorgas Hospital Medical Library 
Ancon, Canal Zone 


Harrisburg Hospital Staff Library 
Front and Mulberry Streets 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 


Hospital for Sick Children 
Medical Library 

555 University Avenue 
Toronto 2, Ontario, Canada 


Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania 
Library 

3400 Spruce Street 

Philadelphia 4, Pennsylvania 


Hé6tel-Dieu, Bibliothtque Médicale 

109 Ouest, Avenue des Pins 

Montreal, Quebec, Canada 

Institute of the Pennsylvania Hospital 
Medical Library 

111 North 49th Street 

Philadelphia 39, Pennsylvania 


Jersey City Medical Center 
Medical Library 
Jersey City 4, New Jersey 


Lackland Air Force Medical Library 
Building 3300 

Lackland A.F.B. 

San Antonio, Texas 


Meadowbrook Hospital, Medical Library 
P.O. Box 108 
Hempstead, New York 


Oklahoma City Clinic Library 
301 Northwest 12th Street 
Oklahoma City 3, Oklahoma 


Patton State Hospital, Medical Library 
Patton, California 


Queen of Angels College of Nursing Library 
626 North Coronado Terrace 
Los Angeles 26, California 


St. John’s Hospital 
Kyser Medical Library 
1328 22nd Street 

Santa Monica, California 
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St. John’s Hospital Medical Library V.A. Hospital, Medical Library 
Tulsa 4, Oklahoma Perry Point, Maryland 








State University of New York Medical yA. Hospital, Medical Library 







Center at Syracuse University Library Jackson, Mississippi 
766 Irving Avenue 
Syracuse 10, New York V.A. Hospital, Medical Library 





74th and J Streets 
Lincoln, Nebraska 





University of Leeds School of Medicine 
Library 

Thoresby Place 

Leeds 2, England 








Wellcome Historical Medical Museum 
183-193 Euston Road 
London, N.W. 1, England 






College of Pharmacy Library 
University of Texas 






Austin 12, Texas Welsh National School of Medicine Library 
Institute of Preventive Medicine 
V.A. Hospital, Medical Library The Parade 







Palo Alto, California Cardiff, Wales 





Associale 









Arnolt, Mr. Kenneth Goodman, Dr. Louis S. 
Publishers Authorized Binding Service Department of Pharmacology 

308 West Randolph Street University of Utah, College of Medicine 
Chicago 6, Illinois Salt Lake City 1, Utah 
















Brodie, Miss Roberta J. Kirchgeorg, Dr. Clemens 
c/e aan. G. Brodie 409 East Wisconsin Avenue 
81 King Street East Neenah, Wisconsin 

Kingston, Ontario, Canada 








Marti Ibafiez, Dr. Félix 
30 East 60th Street 
New York 22, New York 





Campbell, Dr. Leonard H. 
Duval Medical Center 
Jacksonville, Florida 












Dino, Dr. Benvenuto R. Schneck, Dr. Jerome M. 
181 Carriedo Street 26 West 9th Street 
San Juan, Rizal, Philippines New York 11, New York 









Honorary 









Biethan, Miss Sue Orr, Dr. H. Winnett 
West Yellowstone, Montana 308 Sharp Building 
Lincoln, Nebraska 








Following this report Mr. Postell asked Miss Sue Biethan, the only Honorary 
Member present, to rise; this called forth a burst of applause from the mem- 
bership. 
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In her introduction of Dr. William Jerome Wilson, Chief, History of Medicine 
Division, Armed Forces Medical Library, Miss Estelle Brodman drew an 
analogy between his scholarly work and the accomplishments of earlier scholars 
on the staff of the Armed Forces Medical Library, such as Garrison, Fletcher, 
and Billings. [Part of the paper “Old Books to New Owners” appeared under 
the title “Book Buying with a Portable Catalog” in the Armed Forces Medical 
Library News 8: 1-4, August 1953. Another part of the talk, ‘““The Bookbuyer 
and the Catalog of Holdings,” is found on p. 10 of this issue.] A lively dis- 
cussion period followed Dr. Wilson’s presentation, indicating that the subject 
matter was of great interest. 


REPORT OF THE BULLETIN OF MEDICAL 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The pattern set by previous volumes of the BULLETIN continued during 
1952/1953. The October 1952 and January 1953 issues contained the bulk of 
the Transactions and Papers presented at the Annual Meeting, while articles, 
editorials, professional, association, and personal news, obituaries, and book 
reviews appeared regularly. The Association of Honorary Consultants to the 
Army Medical Library ceased to exist during the year; since the Transactions 
of that group were not printed in the BULLETIN, the honorarium which has 
come to us for several years from the Consultants was not received. A new 
feature, begun so happily in the April 1953 issue, is the Section “Notes from 
London,” which is under the editorship of Mr. William J. Bishop, Librarian, 
Wellcome Historical Medical Library. This column is the idea of Miss Mildred 
E. Blake, formerly Associate Editor of the BULLETIN. We dre greatly indebted 
to Mr. Bishop for agreeing to take on this duty. We hope that the publication 
of the column, plus the printing of some of the papers read at the meetings 
of the Medical Section of the Library Association in Great Britain, will make 
our Association, in fact as it is in theory, an international organization. We 
invite papers from other countries as well. | 

Storage of back issues of the BULLETIN was moved from the Library of the 
Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of the State of Maryland, where crowded 
conditions made it impossible for the Library to continue to house the collec- 
tion, to the Waverly Press. Further details can probably be found in the 
Archives Curator’s Report. 

The BULLETIN appeared on time, or nearly on time, for each of the four 
issues covered by this report. This happy state of affairs is greatly due to the 
work of Mr. Allan Salant, our Business Manager, who saw to it that advertisers 
submitted copy and proof when due. On the occasion of his leaving the Editorial 
Board, it is fitting that the thanks of the Association be given to him for the 
two-year stint he put in on the BULLETIN. Mr. Charles Colby, III, takes over 
Mr. Salant’s duties. 
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There have been four issues of the BULLETIN since the 1952 Meeting of the 
Association: 


Date Size Cost 
July 1952 108 p. $1161.07 
October 1952 210 p. 2067 .65 
January 1953 128 p. 1318.31 
April 1953 96 p. 984.47 


542 p. $5531.50 


Since the BULLETIN keeps its accounts on a year based upon the dates of the 
Association Meetings and the Treasurer on a calendar year, the two accounts 
do not exactly coincide. Using the Treasurer’s figures, we find that the Associa- 
tion spent approximately $5800 to publish the BULLETIN and received in 
return approximately $4800 for a total cost to the Association of about $1000. 

It should also be noted that this year for the first time the BULLETIN has 
been sent in almost equal numbers to members and non-members. A total of 
$1996 came to us from members’ subscriptions, compared to $1260 from non- 
members’ subscriptions. This fact might well influence future decisions about 
the contents and policies of the BULLETIN. In this connection, we should like 
to remind you that the Board of Directors makes the broad policies for the 
BULLETIN, which the Editorial Board attempts to carry out. 


Cost of publishing the BULLETIN: 
Printing 4 issues and index $5,531.50 
Printing wrappers 71.01 
Stencils... 39.50 
Stationery 39.27 
Miscellaneous 147.39 


$5 , 828.67 


Advertising $983 .54 
Sale of back numbers......... 168.57 
Subscriptions 1,689.09 
Subscriptions included in dues: Institutional 

Associate 

Professional 


A final word should be said of the work of the editors. Miss Anna E. Dough- 
erty, Associate Editor, has complete responsibility for news items and for book 
reviews, and shares with the Editor the responsibility for practically all the 
rest of the work. The BULLETIN could not appear without the constant hard 
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work of the Associate Editor, who rarely gets the recognition the position 
deserves. The Medical Library Association has been extremely fortunate in 
the caliber of its Associate Editors. Little need be added concerning the value 
of Miss Brodman’s services, as the quality of the BULLETIN in the last few 
years attests the high and exacting standards she has applied to this time- 
consuming task. 

GERTRUDE L. ANNAN 
Chairman 


COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS 




























The Committee approved the publication of Miss Estelle Brodman’s doctoral 
thesis on The Development of Medical Bibliography as number one in a proposed 
series to be brought out by the Association. The thesis will soon go to press, 
and it is to be hoped that it will appear in print before another meeting of the 
Association. 

GERTRUDE L. ANNAN 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE ARCHIVES CURATOR 





The Archives had to change horses in midstream when Miss Duffield left 
Baltimore to accept a position in Austin, Texas. On November Ist, 1952, I 
succeeded her as librarian of the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland 
where the Archives are stored, thereby inheriting the job of Archivist. 

As Miss Duffield reported last year, the back files of the BULLETIN had f 
grown to occupy 10 whole 36 inch sections of shelving, space which was badly 
needed by the Library. Also the sending out of back issues took a great deal 
of the library staff’s time. 

Therefore, the Association arranged for the Waverly Press, which prints 
the BULLETIN, to store the back issues and fill future requests for them. On 
March 11th, 1953, a total of 11,412 unbound and 7 bound BULLETINS were 
turned over to the Waverly Press. Requests for back issues are now to be sent 
to the Treasurer of the Association. 

Upon the authorization of Mr. Postell, a four-drawer filing cabinet was 
purchased to take care of poorly housed Archives. 

Officers and committee chairmen are reminded to send in any papers of 
lasting importance to be preserved in the Archives. 

Appended are statistical and financial reports for 1952, and for 1953 to the 
date of turning over the back BULLETINS to the Waverly Press. 
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STATISTICAL REPORT 
From January 1st through December 31st 1952, 547 back issues of the BULLETIN OF THE 
MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION have been mailed during this period; one hundred and thirty 
were sent to foreign countries. The distribution was as follows: 


Philippine Islands . 
Canada 
Netherlands 
Venezuela 


From January ist through March 11th 1953, of the 83 issues sent, 23 were mailed to 
foreign countries. The distribution was as follows: 


PEE 


FINANCIAL REPORT 
The figures presented here are the only ones available to the Curator for 1952. The records 
for the first part of 1952 cannot be located. 
June 13—December 31, 1952 
Balance on hand, June 13, 1952 
Postage, M.L.A. BULLETINS 


Balance on hand, December 31, 1952 


January 1—March 12, 1953 
Balance on hand, January 1, 1953 
Received from Treasurer 


Total cash 
ech sinaernesad ea ndenanse ht dwernsacsrepars 


Balance on hand, March 12, 1953 


HELEN WHEELER 
Archives Curator 


After thanking Miss Wheeler, Mr. Postell asked that Miss Pauline Duffield 
stand so that the membership could show its appreciation for her faithful 
execution of the duties of Archives Curator. Applause followed. 
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REPORT OF THE PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER 


The Public Relations Officer has written and distributed to the total mem- 
bership one News Letter dated November 22, 1952. One thousand twenty-five 
copies were required. The cost of mimeographing was $2.04 and that of mailing 
$21.48. 

Four News Releases were likewise distributed. The first News Release 
concerned the officers elected at the Fifty-first Annual Meeting of the Associa- 
tion at Lake Placid. This was distributed to 16 journals. The second concerned 
the summer courses to be offered at Columbia and Emory Universities and 
was distributed as of December 1, 1952, to 13 library and medical journals 
and to 35 approved library schools, to the members of the Board, and the 
Standards Committee and the Sub-Committees. The Release of February 16 
concerned the Fifty-second Annual Meeting of the Medical Library Association 
at Salt Lake City in 1953. It was sent to 19 library and medical journals and 
to the Exchange Manager. A fourth Release mailed to the same recipients 
concerned the First International Congress on Medical Librarianship. A 
fifth Release announcing the third Marcia C. Noyes Award for outstanding 
achievement in medical librarianship is prepared and will be mailed during 
the current week. A statement regarding the election of new officers will be 
sent following this Meeting. 

The Public Relations Officer is appreciative of the data furnished by several 
chairmen of the Regional Groups and by the Liaison Officer, Mrs. Lillian 
Dumke. 

Gratitude is likewise extended to Miss Helen Field, who as assistant to the 
Secretary supplied the addressograph labels used on the New Lellers; next 
year envelopes will be used. We found that the News Letter brought a creditable 
response in notations concerning the changes of address and inquiries concerning 
the summer courses offered at the two library schools. We are grateful to Miss 
Wilma Troxel also for her assistance in preparing the News Leifer for mailing. 
So large a membership makes this a considerable task. 

It has not been possible for the present Public Relations Officer to provide 
for more than the basic needs of this office. We envisage a much more extensive 
service on the part of this office and hope that the next appointee can come 


nearer to reaching those goals. 
L. MARGUERIETE PRIME 


Public Relations Officer 


REPORT OF THE EXCHANGE COMMITTEE 


The Exchange Committee met on two occasions during the year; four 
members attended the first meeting, three the second. 

In view of comprehensive planning for future needs the Exchange Committee 
decided that a library’s use of the United States Book Exchange was an in- 
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dependent procedure and its decision to use or not to use this means of exchange 
lay within the province of the individual library. In general, the U.S.B.E. 
is not efficient for our purposes because of high transportation costs for those 
libraries not located near Washington, D. C., the operation center of the 
organization. 

In reference to the question of helping new American medical libraries get 
started, the Committee concurred that new libraries should, in the first instance, 
implore the assistance of neighboring medical libraries who might be able to 
help them complete certain runs of journals. With the present rotation system 
every size of library has a chance to get materials from the Exchange Lists 
and a new American library is given priority on its first list. Libraries should 
feel free to utilize the Quick Clearance Sheet to disperse duplicates promptly ; 
and all libraries, especially the new ones, should take full advantage of this 
sheet to build up their holdings. It might be feasible to permit the new libraries 
to submit to the Exchange Manager a reasonable list of their wants, covering 
a five to ten year period of the more common journal titles. This suggestion 
is recommended for further consideration. 

Regarding alleged claims that the Exchange cannot list within a short period 
of time numbers of duplicates now available and offered, the Committee 
recommends that all complaints be sent to the Chairman of the Exchange 
Committee for careful study. 

For disposal of older books, those before 1920, we suggest two possibilities 
to the Board. The first would be publication of this material on the Quick 
Clearance sheet for disposal at the discretion of the library donating the 
material; this would help the Exchange Manager in that she would have to list 
the material only once and would be relieved of any further responsibility. 
The second plan would be the division of a list before it is sent to the Exchange 
Manager, that is, keeping the older materials in one group with the year 1920 
as the date of division. This would enable librarians to eliminate checking 
the older materials if they were not needed in their libraries. If materials are 
not assigned after their listing on Exchange, we suggest that duplicates be 
given away to students, interns, and sent to U.S.B.E. Disposition of duplicate 
materials beyond the exchange is, of course, the problem of the individual 
library. 

The Committee suggested the installation of a booth or an audio-visual 
display at the Annual Meeting in Washington to acquaint new members, 
in particular, with the workings of the Exchange, the booth to be attended 
by the Exchange Manager and one or more of the Committee. A brochure 
informing people about the services, the rotation plan, rules for making up 
lists, postal regulations, etc., is considered a good investment for the Associa- 
tion to inform people about the operation and procedure of the Exchange. 

The Exchange Committee is most grateful to Miss Mildred Naylor for her 
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continued excellent administration of the Medical Library Associ«iion Ex- 
change 
HENRIETTA T. PERKINS 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE EXCHANGE 


Statistical reports for the Exchange are made for the calendar year so that 
there can be a definite time at which to start and stop. 

During 1952 there were 167,823 single items shipped from donors to re- 
cipients, and 7311 bound volumes and books. These statistics again tell the 
story of the wonderful cooperation and good fellowship which is the essence 
of our Exchange. We hope this spirit will never die. 

The year is notable for the large increase in the number of requests for 
material listed. This we can assume is partly due to the increase in member- 
ship, and partly due to the improvement of the quality of material listed, 
although this year librarians who have not been heard from in this Manager’s 
regime have checked lists. 

You will note that the lists you send are heavily screened, eliminating most 
of the material which is not indexed in Q.C./.M. and the Current List of Medical 
Literature. 

To explain why you do not always receive material which you could logically 
expect to receive, I give you these facts: 

1. Four lots listed in 1952 were never shipped; the assignments were re- 
turned to me for one reason or another. There may be others about which I 
do not know. 

2. Three libraries reported that they had not the time, help, or money to 
send out the foreign assignments. 

3. Two libraries reported that fifty per cent of their material was assigned 
to foreign libraries. 

You will probably be interested to know that 175 to 200 members check 
nearly every lot. Sixty of these requests come from libraries of under 5000 
volumes, 25 from libraries of over 50,000 volumes. 

Three lists (not previously offered to the Exchange) were sent to me of 
material which had been offered to the U.S.B.E. If you request material from 
Exchange lists, it would be courteous to offer first what you have to give away 
to the people who are giving you help in acquiring what you need. 

MILDRED V. NAYLOR 
Manager 


Following these two reports Mr. Postell stated with pride that the Medical 
Library Association is the only library association which has opefated an 
exchange successfully. 
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REPORT OF THE ORGANIZATION MANUAL COMMITTEE 


Beginning with the organization chart drawn up by last year’s Committee 
and with its recommendations for further investigations, the Organization 
Manual Committee has been mainly concerned with devising means for 
gathering together the data which will be required for the preparation of an 
organization manual. Unavoidable delays have occurred, however, because 
it was time consuming to reproduce the existing manuals for the Secretary 
and the Treasurer in sufficient quantity for group study. In spite of that, 
several past incumbents have reviewed the manuals and have drawn up lists 
of functional problems. 

At the time of the Mid-West Regional group meeting in Chicago, the Com- 
mittee also held a meeting there on February 6, 1953, with all members present. 
It was agreed that any procedural survey would need to explore three areas of 
organization: structure, timing, and communications. 

The possibility of drawing up an official annual calendar for the guidance 
of officers and committees and the use of forms for speeding up communica- 
tions were discussed. 

Subsequently, the Board of Directors recommended that procedure manuals 
should be prepared for all committees, and Mr. Scott Adams supplied sample 
outlines which had been used by the S.L.A. chapter in Washington, D. C. 
Copies of a suggested outline and letter to be used for collecting information 
from the various committees have been submitted for approval. Similarly 
submitted are copies of a letter and certain sections of the By-laws which are 
to be sent to former presidents and secretaries of M.L.A. as an investigation 
of overlapping and extraneous functions. 

Recommendations which outline future work of the Committee and policies 
to be followed have been submitted to the Board of Directors. 

FRIDA PLIEFKE 
Chairman 


SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE ORGANIZATION 
MANUAL COMMITTEE 


The reviews and manuals now on hand point out how important correct 
timing is to the smooth functioning of an organization. The Committee suggests 
that an annual Association calendar be given priority over the production of 
other sections of the manual because it would be of immediate help to every 
officer and committee. 

Before a calendar can be produced a larger body of data must be assembled 
and that can be done only by sending out letters and forms in quantity. For 
that purpose the Committee requests an appropriation of $50.00 for the neces- 
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sary work and supplies or the assignment of an “angel” who will donate to the 
cause. 

Another repetitive difficulty which has been revealed is the need for recording 
deviations from procedure and policy, especially from anything outlined in 
the By-laws. In some cases, a temporary division of duties for practical reasons 
has been perpetuated to the point of general confusion. Records should be 
kept of such departures, either in carbon copies of letters or in a written nota- 
tion of a verbal agreement, and passed on with the official files. 

The Committee would like from the Board of Directors an expression about 
the final form of the organization manual. 

1. Is it necessary that it be a bound book or pamphlet in which procedure 
for every administrative branch or office is outlined? 

2. May we consider a more flexible make-up such as a portfolio of individual 
manuals so that any one unit may be easily revised when necessary? Smaller 
units might allow for wider distribution of specific sections to committee 
members as well as chairmen. 

The Committee also requests a statement of policy on existing discrepancies 
between actual functioning and the provisions of the By-laws. It does not 
seem wise to outline as official procedure something that is unconstitutional. 
By whom should such problems be reviewed? What action should be taken? 
FRIDA PLIEFKE 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE AWARDS COMMITTEE FOR 1952-53 


To the Officers, Board of Directors, and members of the Medical Library 
Association: 

The selection of a recipient for the 1953 Marcia C. Noyes Award constituted 
the most important activity of the Awards Committee. The result will be 
announced at the banquet. In addition to making this choice, we have started 
a permanent file of recipients, listing name, date of presentation, inscription, 
and presentation speech. 

A file of material on outstanding members, to be available for future com- 
mittees, has also been started. The Committee makes grateful acknowledge- 
ment for all letters received from the membership. Any material which furnishes 
a record of achievement in medical librarianship is very helpful to the Com- 
mittee in the task of choosing the recipient of the award. 

We have given some consideration to a suggestion that the award be made 
annually, but want more time to study this problem. Suggestions from the 
Association members would be welcome. 

MARGARET GAYLEY PALMER 
Chairman 


MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


REPORT OF THE ORGANIZATION MANUAL COMMITTEE 


Beginning with the organization chart drawn up by last year’s Committee 
and with its recommendations for further investigations, the Organization 
Manual Committee has been mainly concerned with devising means for 
gathering together the data which will be required for the preparation of an 
organization manual. Unavoidable delays have occurred, however, because 
it was time consuming to reproduce the existing manuals for the Secretary 
and the Treasurer in sufficient quantity for group study. In spite of that, 
several past incumbents have reviewed the manuals and have drawn up lists 
of functional problems. 

At the time of the Mid-West Regional group meeting in Chicago, the Com- 
mittee also held a meeting there on February 6, 1953, with all members present. 
It was agreed that any procedural survey would need to explore three areas of 
organization: structure, timing, and communications. 

The possibility of drawing up an official annual calendar for the guidance 
of officers and committees and the use of forms for speeding up communica- 
tions were discussed. 

Subsequently, the Board of Directors recommended that procedure manuals 
should be prepared for all committees, and Mr. Scott Adams supplied sample 
outlines which had been used by the S.L.A. chapter in Washington, D. C. 
Copies of a suggested outline and letter to be used for collecting information 
from the various committees have been submitted for approval. Similarly 
submitted are copies of a letter and certain sections of the By-laws which are 
to be sent to former presidents and secretaries of M.L.A. as an investigation 
of overlapping and extraneous functions. 

Recommendations which outline future work of the Committee and policies 
to be followed have been submitted to the Board of Directors. 

FRIDA PLIEFKE 
Chairman 


SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE ORGANIZATION 
MANUAL COMMITTEE 


The reviews and manuals now on hand point out how important correct 
timing is to the smooth functioning of an organization. The Committee suggests 
that an annual Association calendar be given priority over the production of 
other sections of the manual because it would be of immediate help to every 
officer and committee. 

Before a calendar can be produced a larger body of data must be assembled 
and that can be done only by sending out letters and forms in quantity. For 
that purpose the Committee requests an appropriation of $50.00 for the neces- 
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sary work and supplies or the assignment of an “‘angel”’ who will donate to the 
cause. 

Another repetitive difficulty which has been revealed is the need for recording 
deviations from procedure and policy, especially from anything outlined in 
the By-laws. In some cases, a temporary division of duties for practical reasons 
has been perpetuated to the point of general confusion. Records should be 
kept of such departures, either in carbon copies of letters or in a written nota- 
tion of a verbal agreement, and passed on with the official files. 

The Committee would like from the Board of Directors an expression about 
the final form of the organization manual. 

1. Is it necessary that it be a bound book or pamphlet in which procedure 
for every administrative branch or office is outlined? 

2. May we consider a more flexible make-up such as a portfolio of individual 
manuals so that any one unit may be easily revised when necessary? Smaller 
units might allow for wider distribution of specific sections to committee 
members as well as chairmen. 

The Committee also requests a statement of policy on existing discrepancies 
between actual functioning and the provisions of the By-laws. It does not 
seem wise to outline as official procedure something that is unconstitutional. 
By whom should such problems be reviewed? What action should be taken? 
FRIDA PLIEFKE 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE AWARDS COMMITTEE FOR 1952-53 


To the Officers, Board of Directors, and members of the Medical Library 
Association: 

The selection of a recipient for the 1953 Marcia C. Noyes Award constituted 
the most important activity of the Awards Committee. The result will be 
announced at the banquet. In addition to making this choice, we have started 
a permanent file of recipients, listing name, date of presentation, inscription, 
and presentation speech. 

A file of material on outstanding members, to be available for future com- 
mittees, has also been started. The Committee makes grateful acknowledge- 
ment for all letters received from the membership. Any material which furnishes 
a record of achievement in medical librarianship is very helpful to the Com- 
mittee in the task of choosing the recipient of the award. 

We have given some consideration to a suggestion that the award be made 
annually, but want more time to study this problem. Suggestions from the 
Association members would be welcome. 

MARGARET GAYLEY PALMER 
Chairman 
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NEW MEMBERS LUNCHEON 


The opportunity to meet new members and welcome them officially during 
a special luncheon is becoming a fine annual tradition; this year it was held 
at 12:30 P.M. in the Bonnevile Room. At the request of Miss Esther Judkins, 
Chairman of the Membership Committee, all of the new members rose at 
their places and identified themselves. This luncheon also afforded an occasion 
for the membership to hear from the M.L.A. fellows who were present, namely, 
Mr. Rudolfo Alfredo Tannchen from Argentina and Miss Indu Vinayak 
Nawathe from India, both of whom gave a few words of greeting and apprecia- 


tion. 


SYMPOSIUM ON THE USE OF MAIN 
CLASSIFICATION SCHEMES 


At 2:00 P.M. the Meeting reconvened in order to hear this panel which 
had been arranged for by Miss M. Irene Jones, University of Tennessee College 
of Medicine, Memphis. In her absence Miss Clara Manson, Librarian, Lane 
Medical Library, Stanford University, was the moderator. In order to acquaint 
the members with the basic patterns of each scheme as exemplified by their 
actual operation in representative medical libraries, each participant gave a 
brief history of the library, its services, and clientele. Against this background, 
the classification systems were presented. 

The papers have been published in the October issue of the BULLETIN [p. 
333 to 360] and are as follows: “Army Medical Library Classification (pre- 
liminary edition),” by Mrs. Elizabeth D. Marsh, University of Arkansas 
School of Medicine; “Army Medical Library Classification (1st edition),”’ 
by Mrs. Ella Crandall, Librarian, Los Angeles County General Hospital; 
“Boston Medical Library Classification,” by Miss Catherine Kennedy, As- 
sistant Librarian, Mayo Clinic; ‘‘Dewey Decimal Classification,” by Miss 
Helen A. Wolter, Librarian, University of Michigan Medical School; “Library 
of Congress Classification,” by Miss Bertha B. Hallam, Librarian, and Mrs. 
Ora K. Goodman, Catalog Librarian, University of Oregon, College of Medi- 
cine; and the “Cunningham Classification,” by Mrs. Sarah C. Brown, Univer- 
sity of Alabama Medical College. 


LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CARDS ON MEDICAL FILMS 


Our next guest speaker was Dr. J. Edwin Foster, Medical Audio-Visual 
Institute, Association of American Medical Colleges, who presented the sub- 
ject “Library of Congress Cards on Medica! Films.”’ 

Disturbed because films and film strips are spread all over the country and 
the world with no central source of information describing them, the Library 
of Congress a few years ago took steps to centralize the information desired 
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on cards similar to those provided for books. With the cooperation of the 
American Medical Association, the American College of Surgeons, and the 
Association of American Medical Colleges, it now receives data on medical 
films and film strips which are then recorded on catalog cards. The film cards 
are the regulation size, carry description, and are classified according to the 
Library of Congress Classification Scheme, with a Dewey number also recorded. 
At present there are 600 assorted medical films classified on L.C. cards. The 
L.C. cards are available in sets as well as by the single card. Five copies of one 
title cost 20 cents. Standing orders for subject groups can be placed. 

A year ago the Library of Congress issued its first catalog, listing aphabetically 
all of the films and film strips for which L.C. cards are available, including 
medical and surgical subjects as well as others. A supplement followed and 
just recently the subject index appeared. This index may be of more practical 
use than the cards, since the catalog contains miniature reproductions of the 
descriptive L.C. cards. The L.C. cards could, however, continue to be used 
for the films a library is actually holding. Issued on a quarterly basis, the 
catalog will accumulate all information into the fourth issue annually; the 
subscription price is $7.50 per year from the Card Division of the Library of 
Congress. 

Limitations of the L.C. cards are the omission of an appraisal of the film 
and the name of the distributors. The Medical Audio-Visual Institute is cur- 
rently making plans to provide cards containing fuller distribution data, as 
well as appraisals taken from film reviews of the Journal of Medical Education. 

On the international front UNESCO has become interested in developing 
an international card system for educational films and film strips, and the 
discussions so far have pointed toward a card that will add to the present 
L.C. descriptive card system by including evaluations and availability in- 
formation. 


REPORTS ON MEDICAL LIBRARIANSHIP AND CERTIFICATION 


COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS FOR MEDICAL 
LIBRARIANSHIP 


In addition to maintaining an interest in and lending support to the ac- 
tivities of the Subcommittees, the Committee on Standards has two particu- 
lar projects. One is the completion of the procedures necessary for the granting 
of certificates, the other the awarding of scholarships for medical library 
courses. 

The major portion of the work in granting certificates is carried on by the 
Subcommittee on Certification. The Chairman of the Standards Committee 
has this year completed the certification process for seventy-seven appli- 
cants, by notifying them of decisions, securing final payments of fees, and 
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seeing that certificates are duly signed and mailed. Fifty-five of these were 
for Charter certificates, twenty, Grade I, and two, Grade II. Sixteen more 
are in process. The Subcommittee’s report includes total figures on certifica- 
tion. Members are hereby reminded that applications for Charter Certification 
must be in the hands of the Subcommittee prior to April 13, 1954. After that 
date, Charter Certification will be closed and the only certificates available 
will be those granted on the basis of training. 

According to the action of the Board of Directors, it was possible to award 
six scholarships with Lilly funds this year, three to students in the course in 
Medical Library Service at Columbia University, and three in the course in 
Medical Libraries at Emory University. Each scholarship is $150.00. The 
Committee’s choices were: 

Columbia: Mr. Leslie M. Collins (Fisk University) 
Mrs. Alyce M. Reitman (New York Academy of Medicine) 
Miss Jane Elizabeth Ross (Yale University) 
Emory: Miss Patricia F. Kinnison (University of Kansas School of Medi- 
cine) 
Miss Alma Dorothy Slagle (Cincinnati Public Library) 
Mrs. Martha J. K. Zachert (Southern College of Pharmacy, 


Atlanta). 
WILMA TROXEL 


Chairman 


REPORT OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON CERTIFICATION 


As of June 3, 1953, this Subcommittee has: 


Sent application forms to...................0005. ........... 116 members 
NS osickiciecenpesadaaeed Seeteewas 78 applications 
CNN is doa oe caknecoa sm eeaewe’ 78 
For Charter Certification................. erry 54 
ae ar a eehineaRa tad, EN 
PUR oh kvccrnncsesdcncwedss- Snedi oaes . 
NE Sirol sec sihin smn Hee 4 me wes 6 
Held for additional information........... Peng ~ @ 





In the slightly over three years since the application forms were set up, the 
following has been accomplished: 


446 application forms have been sent out 
178 have been passed upon 
129 librarians have been granted Charter Certification 
39 Grade I 
3 Grade II 
1 Grade III 
6 applications have been disapproved. 
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Charter Certification closes April 13, 1954. Applications must be postmarked 
before midnight of that day to be considered. 


Marion F. DONDALE 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON CURRICULUM 





































Letters were written to Miss Jordan, instructor of the course given at 
Emory, and to Mr. Fleming, instructor of the course at Columbia, in order 
to learn whether there might be changes in the courses. Miss Jordan answered 
in the negative for the Emory course. 


Mr. Fleming reports that he has prepared a syllabus which is similar to the 
one used in the course in Science Literature. Each chapter contains a brief 
introduction as to the nature of the topic, a list of suggested readings, and the 
important reference and bibliographic tools enumerated and described. A 
list of the 33 chapter headings follows; this will give a more complete coverage 
than the outline heretofore used at Columbia. 


CONTENTS 


. General Reference Works 
a. Biographies 
b. Dictionaries 
c. Directories 
d. Bibliographical indexes and abstracts 
e. Serial publications 
f. Medical writing 
g. Audio-visual materials 
h. History of medicine 
II. Anatomy and Related Sciences 
III. Physiology 
IV. Biochemistry 
V. Pharmacology 
VI. Microbiology 
VII. Pathology 
VIII. Practice of Medicine, General 
IX. Public Health 
X. Administrative Medicine (Hospital Administration, Medical Education, Prepay- 
ment Medical Care, Industrial Medicine) 
XI. Legal Medicine and Toxicology 
XII. Internal Medicine 
XIII. Infectious Diseases 
XIV. Systemic Diseases 
XV. Musculoskeletal System 
XVI. Respiratory System 
XVII. Cardiovascular System 
XVIII. Hemic and Lymphatic Systems 
XIX. Gastrointestinal System 
. Urogenital System 














74 MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 





XXI. Endocrine System 

XXII. Nervous System 

XXIII. Psychiatry 

XXIV. Radiology. Nuclear Medicine 

XXV. Surgery. Anesthesia 

XXVI_. Obstetrics and Gynecology 

XXVII. Dermatology 
XXVIII. Pediatrics 

XXIX. Geriatrics 

XXX. Dentistry 

XXXI. Otorhinolaryngology 
XXXII. Ophthalmology 
XXXII. Nursing 
In addition a comparative study of the suggested courses for Music, Science 
and Technology, Journalism, Finance, Law, Theatre, and Medicine Librarian- 
ship was attempted. It was noted that two points stressed by all are subject 
knowledge and knowledge in subjects in related fields. 

The Committee agrees with the suggestion made by Miss Cavanaugh in 
her report on the Financial Library Course that the medical course be given 
by some one active in the field as a medical librarian, in addition to being a 
good teacher. 

At present, one question remains uppermost in the minds of many, namely, 
the salary scale. Presently there is little incentive for the student to continue 
study, spending time and money when little more is offered than he might 
realize in a general library position. Perhaps a special committee should be 
appointed to consider this matter, comparing medical library salaries with 
those of University libraries. 

LILLIAN B. DUMKE 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNSHIP 


The Subcommittee on Internship has devoted its attention during the past 
year to the following items: 

1. Certificates. Formal certificates have been prepared and presented to 
the medical libraries of the Tulane University School of Medicine and the 
Vanderbilt University School of Medicine, whose training programs for medical 
library internships have been approved by the Association. 

2. Standards for Internship. The Subcommittee has voted that the librarian 
conducting the internship should determine the standards for each applicant, 
since after April 1954, certificates will be based on Grade I which requires 
“Completion of college and library school training including an approved 
course of instruction in medical library service.” 

3. Rewording of the Code Statement on Internships. Misunderstandings 
have arisen, due to the fact that some applicants feel that working in a medical 
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library under supervision is an internship. The Subcommittee has voted not 
to request any change in the wording of Grade II concerning “supervised 
training” since the succeeding phrase “in medical libraries approved by the 
Subcommittee on Internship” removes any ambiguity. The Subcommittee 
suggests that a note listing the internships approved at the time (date to be 
marked) be appended to each folder on certification sent to applicants. 

4, Length of Time for Which Internships are Approved. The Subcommittee 
recommends that internship approval be granted as long as the same Head 
Librarian remains in charge. 

5. Procedure Manual. A procedure manual pertaining to the Subcommittee’s 
activities and duties has been prepared. 

6. Establishment of New Internships. No requests by librarians wishing to 
conduct internships have been received this year. The Subcommittee feels 
that the establishing of new internships is vitally important to the continuation 
of the certification program and recommends that special emphasis be devoted 
to this activity by the Association. 

MILDRED R. CROWE 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON RECRUITMENT 






















The proudest moment in the history of the Subcommittee on Recruitment 
was the announcement at the Board Meeting of M.L.A. in Chicago on Feb- 
ruary 5, that M.L.A. had received a Field Citation and $100 in recognition of 
the outstanding contributions made in the field of recruiting for 1951-1952. 
This achievement was directly due to the efforts made by Miss Louise C. Lage 
and Miss L. Margueriete Prime to focus the attention of the Awards Com- 
mittee on the work of M.L.A. Samples of material, copies of Miss Lage’s 
annual report, sections from the report of the Standards Committee detailing 
the story of the scholarships at Columbia and Emory, and a copy of the 
Hospital Topics reprint were submitted. A covering letter told what materials 
were available for display at the Guidance Conference and which materials 
had been available for distribution. A copy of the letter of notification follows: 


FIELD ENTERPRISES, INC. 
Marshall Field, President 
Educational Division 
35 East Wacker Drive 
Chicago 1, Illinois 


Feb. 6, 1953 





Dear Miss Prime: 
Officers of the Field Enterprises congratulate you on receiving this award for recruiting 
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and take pleasure in presenting to the Medical Library Association this check for one hundred 
dollars in recognition of your group’s achievement. 
Our very good wishes for the continued success of your recruiting program go with the 
award. A Citation of the award will be sent to you as soon as we can have it prepared. 
Cordially, 
R. G. Lamberson 
Vice President in Charge 













During 1952-53, work on the high school and junior college level continued 
through distribution of the brochure of reprints on medical libraries and 
librarians reprinted from Hospital Topics, the M.L.A. pamphlet Medical 
Librarianship, and 10,000 Careers with a Challenge, the leaflet published by 
the Joint Committee on Library Work as a Career. Approximately 200 sets 
of this material were distributed. A notice in the California Guidance Newsletter 
resulted in a demand for 53 of the sets, while the remainder were sent to state 
vocational guidance directors who had requested additional supplies of the 
Hospital Topics reprints, and who had not previously received the pamphlet ° 
and the leaflet. The most unexpected request came from the California State 
Prison at San Quentin. 

A recruiting poster was planned and printed and copies sent to state voca- 
tional guidance directors for redistribution to high schools throughout the 
States. 

Five thousand copies of the Hospital Topics reprint were reproduced and 
made available for distribution. 

Discussions were held with the American Personnel and Guidance Associa- 
tion in Washington, D. C., concerning announcement of M.L.A. recruiting 
material to be published in their new magazine The Vocational Guidance 
Quarterly which will begin publication in the early Fall. 

The B’nai Brith Vocational Service Bureau in Washington was approached 
for consideration of the publication of a pamphlet “‘Career as a Medical Li- 
brarian.”” This Service Bureau publishes the B’nai Brith Occupational Brief 
Series and will publish such material either with its own cover or with an 
M.L.A. cover at $.05 per copy to the Association. B’nai Brith Service Bureau 
plans to list the Hospital Topics reprint in its Counselors’ Information Service 
Bulletin, which is distributed to high school and college students. 

Kits of M.L.A. recruiting material were sent to (1) Science Research As- 
sociates, Chicago, IIl., for-listing in its Guidance Index, (2) Chronicle Press, 
Moravia, New York, for listing in its Career Index, (3) H. W. Wilson Co. 
for listing in its Verticle File Service, (4) Vocation Guidance Center, Toronto, 
Ontario, for listing in its periodical The Guidance Worker. 

Little progress was made during the year in interesting the various library 
schools in recruiting talks. Reluctance to allot an hour for this purpose was 
encountered in the few attempts made to give recruiting talks. 
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During the Midwinter A.L.A. meeting, a Board meeting of M.L.A. was held, 


and the following action regarding recruitment was taken: ‘“‘A recommendation 
was approved that the M.L.A. Subcommittee on Recruitment express its 
interest in the study of A.C.R.L.’s Committee on Recruiting in regard to 
aptitude testing for librarians during high school, college, and library school, 


well as at the time of placement, and encourage the continuance of the 


study, possibly through a university psychology department.” 


The following suggestions are made by the Committee: 


(1) Effort should be expended in the preparation of an attractive brochure 


or pamphlet directed at the high school level in which should be considered: 
outlook, work of the medical librarian, training requirements, job op- 
portunities, salaries, advantages and disadvantages, advancement, scholar- 
ships, sources of information. 


(2) Funds should be made available for the procurement of an additional 


supply of Hospital Topics. 


(3) Active cooperation should be had with A.C.R.L.’s Committee on Re- 


cruiting in regard to aptitude testing for librarians during high school, 
college, and library school. 

Consideration should be given to the maintenance of a supply of recruiting 
materials in a permanent centralized location so that the stock can be 
drawn upon as required, thus obviating the necessity for the shipping 
of all materials each year to the current chairman. A better check of 
existing stock could be maintained, advance notice given of replacement 
needs, old material weeded or revised, and a definite address for the pro- 
curement of such material made available to vocational guidance counselors 
and publishers of vocational information. 

Consideration should be given to the development of a questionnaire to 
be sent to directors of library schools to determine the number of requests 
received for medical librarians, the number of positions filled, and the 
number of students with an interest in the field. 

Consideration should be given to the development of a portable exhibit 
on medical librarianship which could be shipped to the various career 
and guidance conferences and clinics held throughout the year. A list of 
such conferences should be compiled as early in the season as possible and 
arrangements made for an M.L.A. representative to be in attendance at 
each conference with sufficient recruiting materials for general distribution. 
With the work of the Committee expanding rapidly and the types of 
material for distribution growing each year, it is suggested that in the 
future a statistical report be attached to the annual narrative report so 
that the incoming chairman may have a better picture of (a) the number 
of recruiting talks made during the previous year including places and 
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dates, (b) career conferences at which an M.L.A. representative was in 
attendance, (c) number and types of recruiting materials distributed 
during the year and to what groups, (d) number of announcements of 
M.L.A. recruiting materials published during the year and in what pub- 
lications. 
MABEL I. McLAuGHiin 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE PLACEMENT SERVICE 


During the past year, 458 letters and notices were sent out by the Placement 
Service. The following statistics represent placement activities: 


Positions Applicants 


Number remaining on lists from 1951/52........................ 21 62 
pe re 48 31 
oad, oh oud eerepwadbenaun Cakaewanaeen 69 93 
pL. 43 42 
Number remaining June 1953........................ cee ates 26 51 


Of the total positions removed from the list, 12 were filled through M.L.A. 
Placement Service, 26 through various other agencies. Two were dropped for 
lack of adequate information. One was withdrawn because the opening was 
filled by promotion within the library, one, because the expected opening 
failed to materialize, and one because the salary was too low for any feasible 
action. 

Our figures show that 12 applicants were placed by this Placement Service, 
10 by other agencies. Among the candidates removed, 6 changed to non- 
medical libraries and 4 left the library field entirely. Six applicants were re- 
moved for failing to supply necessary information. Two withdrew because of 
illness, and two eventually decided against making a change this year. 

Because of the present volume of placement work and the extensive backlog 
of material on file, the Placement Advisor felt that it would be wise to have 
an Associate Placement Advisor appointed. Requests for such an appointment 
was made to the President and President-Elect, and as a result Miss Hilda 
E. Moore was named as Associate Placement Advisor. Miss Moore is Associate 
Librarian of the University of Maryland Library of Medicine, Dentistry and 
Pharmacy, whcre all the placement material is on file. Her duties will include 
assisting the Placement Advisor, and substituting in her absence to prevent 
interruption of service. This arrangement will familiarize the Associate with 
the accumulation of placement information on hand, but in no way change the 
past policy of keeping it confidential. 

In closing this report for the year, I can only repeat my past statements of 
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continued interest and satisfaction in being permitted to maintain the Place- 
ment Service. 
IpA MARIAN ROBINSON 
Placement Advisor 


SUBCOMMITTEE FOR THE SURVEY 


Through the Survey Committee, 209 copies of last year’s personnel and 
salary survey have been sent out in reprint form since last June. Except for 
two copies sent to each accredited library school, most of the reprints dis- 
tributed answered definite requests. It is interesting that two requests came 
from the Chairman of the Hospital Division of Special Libraries Association. 
The first request was for six copies, the second, for thirty additional copies 
“to distribute to our [S.L.A. Hospital Division] members who attend the S.L.A. 
convention in Toronto.’”’ Because of these numerous requests and the con- 
tinuing value of the survey in placement activities, it is gratifying that the 
M.L.A. Executive Board provided a large stock of reprints for distribution. 

As in other years, various requests have come to the Survey Committee for 
information which could be provided from the survey records on file: statistics 
and analyses not presented in the survey report, but available for specific 
purposes on request. 

The Roster of Medical Librarians, established several years ago, not for 
placement action, but as a centralized record of librarians in the medical 
field, is now largely out-of-date. With the approval of the Association, the 
Survey Committee is planning to prepare and circulate forms for the complete 
revision of the Roster. Although individual, personal information provided 
for the Roster is kept confidential, the file has made available collective facts 
and figures for numerous useful purposes since it was established. If its useful- 
ness is to continue, it must be brought up-to-date. 

IpA MARIAN ROBINSON 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON THE 
CLARIFICATION OF THE TITLE: LIBRARIAN 


Representatives of the Medical Library Association and of the American 
Association of Medical Record Librarians have held two meetings to consider 
the clarification of the title “librarian” and the possibility of substituting 
another name for the staff of the record departments. At the second meeting, 
Miss Helen D. Lincoln, president, of the A.A.M.R.L., was present. At these 
meetings the confusion which results from having two hospital departments 
in which the staff members hold somewhat similar titles was discussed. It is 
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recognized that the Record Librarians have gone far over a period of 25 years 
under their present title and that as a result of hard work on the part of their 
membership R.R.L. has become significant. However, medical librarianship 
in the generally accepted sense is older, and the A.A.M.R.L., now in its com- 
parative youth, will go on for the next 50 or 100 years. Accordingly, it may be 
well to make a change at the present time rather than to let the misnomer and 
resulting confusion continue indefinitely. It was pointed out also that a number 
of Record Librarians have, in the past, expressed their dislike of their present 
title and urged a suitable change. The Record Librarians are currently con- 
sidering a new classification for staff members working at different levels of 
responsibility and it is possible that out of this project some suitable change 
might be effected. 
The following names have been suggested for workers in the Hospital Record 

Department: 

Record controller Medical record registrar 

Medical archivist Medical record specialist 

Hospital documentalist Medical record director 

Case record custodian Medical record manager 

Clinical record custodian Medical record administrator, superintend nt 

Hospital record custodian Medical record statistician 


Medical record coordinator Medical record supervisor 
Medical record analyst Medical record licentiate, diplomate 


At the second meeting of the Joint Committee, representatives of the Ameri- 
can Association of Medical Record Librarians agreed to present the matter 
to the members of their Board which would meet late in May and to notify 
our Committee of any action which might come out of that meeting. It has 
been suggested that an article might be published by the Joint Committee 
asking for the opinion of the members of the A.A.M.R.L. Any title which 
might be substituted should be appealing from the recruiting aspect, should 
be descriptive of the work of the record librarian, be applicable to the head of 
the department and to her several assistants, and if possible, be represented 
by the initials R.R.L. It is recognized that the study is a long term project. 

L. MARGUERIETE PRIME 
Chairman 


SUPPLEMENT TO REPORT OF JOINT COMMITTEE ON 
THE CLARIFICATION OF THE TITLE: LIBRARIAN 


Since the preparation of the above report your President received a com- 
munication from the President of the A.A.M.R.L., Miss Helen B. Lincoln—with 
a copy to this Chairman—stating: 


At a meeting of the Executive Board of the American Association of Medical Record 
Librarians held in Chicago on May 22, 1953, reports were read from the Joint Committee 
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on the Clarification of the Title: Librarian, one report from the committee appoinied by the 
Medical Library Association and one report from the committee appointed by the American 
Association of Medical Record Librarians. 

After considerable discussion concerning the request to change the name of our profes- 
sion, it was moved that I write to you expressing our interest in your association’s concern 
regarding the confusion in the title of ‘Librarian’, and to report that because of economic, 
educational and legal reasons, we think it would be unwise to change the name of the American 
Association of Medical Record Librarians, but we shall make every effort to educate our 
people and the people with whom they are associated to use explicitly the title of MEDICAL 
Recorp Librarian. 

We are sure that you will understand our position and will join us in our efforts to em- 
phasize the distinction in our title of MEpICAL REcorDs. 

Sincerely yours 
HELEN B. LINCOLN, R.R.L. 
President 


After a careful review of the above letter and the situation, this Committee 
recommends that the present Committee be discharged and that another 
committee be appointed which will be prepared to approach the problem from 
a different point of view, i.e., the education of all pertinent groups. 

L. MARGUERIETE PRIME 
Chairman 


REPORT OF REPRESENTATION ON THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON 
LIBRARY EDUCATION OF THE COUNCIL OF NATIONAL 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS 


The Joint Committee on Library Education and its Subcommittee on 
Special Library Education have held two meetings during the past year, 
one in New York in October, 1952, and the other in Chicago in April, 1953. 
At the October meeting Mrs. Cunningham was elected Chairman. Miss Mar- 
shall is serving the second year of her term as Secretary-Treasurer. 

Of the several projects of the Joint Committee on Library Education, that 
of greatest interest to the members of the Medical Library Association has 
to do with a study of desirable background for library work in specific subject 
fields. Pilot studies of seven such subject fields have been made and revised 
in accordance with suggestion and criticism, and the results of these studies 
are presently being edited for publication. It is possible that similar studies 
of other subject fields will follow. 

A Subcommittee on Placement has studied problems incident to establish- 
ment of a nation-wide placement service. It is probable that such a service 
covering all phases of this work will be proposed to the American Library 
Association Executive Board at the next general meeting. 

Another Subcommittee has been concerned with the standardization of 
examinations now being given in librarianship by various agencies. A study 
of sample examination sheets from a large number of civil service state and 
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county agencies has shown so wide a variation in examination content and 
level as to make national recognition of such local evaluation impossible. In 
the near future a statement of this situation, based on the Subcommittee’s 
findings, will appear in a library periodical, with the suggestion that the matter 
be referred to the American Library Association’s Board of Education for 
Librarianship for study and the possible preparation of a model examination 
which would be made available to such agencies on request. 

Announcement was made of a Workshop to be held at the University of 
Chicago in August on the “Core of Education for Librarianship.”’ The As- 
sociations represented on the Joint Committee on Library Education will be 
invited to suggest names as participants for this Workshop. 

The Joint Committee on Library Education has cooperated with the Board 
of Education for Librarianship in its negotiations with the National Commis- 
sion on Accrediting relative to proposals made by the latter group on profes- 
sional library education. For the present at least, accrediting of library schools 
and a listing of such schools will continue to be made by the Board of Educa- 
tion for Librarianship of the American Library Association. 

EILEEN R. CUNNINGHAM 
Mary LovuisE MARSHALL 
M.L.A. REPRESENTATIVES 


ANNUAL BANQUET 


The Annual Banquet was held at the Newhouse Hotel in the Bonneville 
Room on the evening of Wednesday, June 17, at 7:00 P.M. Special guests 
included Dr. and Mrs. L. David Hiner and Dr. and Mrs. Charles F. Gosnell, 
New York State Library. Following a delicious dinner, the President read 
greetings from Miss Ella M. Salmonsen, Miss Marjorie Darrach, Miss Marjorie 
Henderson, the Medical Section of the Library Association of London, Miss 
Elizabeth Ferguson, President of Special Libraries Association, and Dr. W. B. 
McDaniel, II. 

One of the highlights of the convention occurred at this time when the third 
Marcia C. Noyes Award was presented to Miss Mary Louise Marshall by 
Miss Frida Pliefke, member of the Awards Committee. 


THE MARCIA C. NOYES AWARD OF THE MEDICA. 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 1953 


Mr. President, Friends and Members of the Medical Library Association: 

Tonight I have a very happy assignment to carry out, which came to me 
entirely by chance. Because the chairman of the Awards Committee, Miss 
Margaret Gayley Palmer, was unable to be present, she requested me to read 
her report and to make the presentation of the Marcia C. Noyes award in her 
place. Thus, while all of my good friends in this audience must bear with one 
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of the least gifted speakers in the Association, the speaker herself has the 
unusual good fortune to do honor to a colleague to whom she has been under 
friendship’s obligation for many years. There could be for me no happier task 
than that of presenting to all of you as the Committee’s choice for the award, 
a person whom I once presented to you for President—Miss Mary Louise 
Marshall. 

Mary Louise Marshall—Author, Administrator, Educator, Librarian— 
Author of many papers on medical history, and on library procedures; Ad- 
ministrator of not one but two specialized libraries; Educator, holding the rank 
of Professor of Medical Bibliography; and Librarian, Summa cum laude. 

Born and educated in the Mid-west, you have devoted your life to the 
library profession, in a normal school, a public library, and a library organiza- 
tion, before entering the field which you have made peculiarly your own, 
medical library work. 

You have been a contributor to the Handbook of Medical Library Practice, 
Honorary Consultant to the Army Medical Library, Expert Consultant to 
the Surgeon-General, and Chairman of the Army Medical Library Classifica- 
tion Committee. You have still found time to hold committee appointments 
and offices in local and national societies. You have served the Medical Library 
Association in many capacities, including the offices of Treasurer, Member, 
and Chairman of the Executive Committee and of President during the difficult 
war years. You instituted the program of formal internship for the training 
of medical librarians; you were instrumental in developing the standards and 
certification program of the Medical Library Association, and hold the first 
certificate ever issued for medical librarianship. Your work with undergraduate 
and graduate students, faculty members, intern and visiting librarians has 
made you internationally known. 

You have given us a living example of your own statement: ‘A medical 
library is medical education in action.” Words used to characterize Mafcia C. 
Noyes may equally be applied to you, “She typifies all that the Association 
stands for in its record of fine, altruistic endeavor. She is one who never yields 
if a principle is involved, and whose untiring honest work and enthusiasms 
have helped to build the Association into the splendid, effective organization 
it has become.” 

Mary Louise Marshall, we honor ourselves in presenting to you the Marcia 
C. Noyes Award for outstanding achievement in medical librarianship. 


To Mary Louise Marshall 
The Marcia C. Noyes Award 
For Outstanding Achievement 

In Medical Librarianship 

Presented at Salt Lake City, Utah 
June 17, 1953 





84 MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


In accepting the beautiful silver tray, Miss Marshall responded with, “I 
surely feel that I am sailing under false colors and that such an introduction 
cannot be for me. I am really deeply honored and touched, and at the same 
time very much embarrassed. This is the twenty-fourth consecutive meeting 
of this Association which I have been privileged to attend, and during all this 
time I have been engaged in various activities of the Association. Such a record 
sounds very impressive, but I can assure you I have enjoyed every minute of 
it and I feel that I have gained much more through contact with the members 
of this group than they could possibly have achieved through association with 
me or from anything that I have done. Actually the award should be made to 
you who have given so much in professional growth and in friendship. Speaking 
from my own experience, I can heartily recommend to all of you who are 
younger, participation in the work of the Medical Library Association. You 
will benefit very much more than you will give, through any such activity.” 


Mr. Postell then introduced Mr. L. H. Kirkpatrick, Librarian, University 
of Utah Library, who gave a forceful and entertaining presentation of the 
historical development of libraries in Utah with the fascinating story of the 
Mormons interwoven. [This paper appears on p. 1.] 


REPORT OF THE MEDICAL SOCIETY GROUP 


The Medical Society Group held a meeting on June 18 at 9:00 A.M. The 
Chairman of the Group, Miss Mary Post, Ramsey County Medical Society, 
St Paul, Minnesota, presided. Miss Suzanne C. Fallot, Los Angeles County 
Medical Society, served as Co-ch rman. 

Miss Frida Pliefke, Librarian, Hennepin County Medical Society, gave the 
report of the Committee on Historical Material, which was organized during 
the Lake Placid Meeting in 1952. As Chairman Miss Pliefke presented for 
discussion a questionnaire to be sent to medical libraries which do not exceed 
50,000 or 100,000 volumes. During the discussion period several points were 
brought out: it would not be feasible to list all types of historical material; 
the listing would be of most value if it indicated manuscript material as well 
as regional historical material; terms needed to be defined. The entire Group 
voted its willingness to fill in a questionnaire of this type, and it seemed to be 
the consensus that large as well as small libraries should receive the question- 
naire, the former being able to submit their published catalogs in reply. It 
was also agreed that a bibliography of articles describing historical material 
in medical libraries would be of value. 

Mrs. Gertrude Clark, Librarian, Los Angeles County Medical Society, 
presented an interesting and informative paper on “Some Secondary Tools 
in Reference Work,” which described various reference aids devised in her 
library to assist in giving reference service and to make current material, not 
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indexed, readily available. [This paper appeared in the October issue of the 
BULLETIN. | 

Miss Pauline Duffield, Librarian, Texas Medical Association, presented 
“TDiscarding Sets of Medical Books that Come to the Library.”’ The discussion 
which followed pointed out that one library in an area should keep each edition 
of texts since they represent the best history of a subject, but it is impractical 
for the small libraries to do this. There was some feeling that nothing except 
duplicates of old editions should be discarded, while it was emphasized that, 
in weeding a collection, nothing must be thrown away on the basis of its date, 
but everything must be considered individually. [This paper appeared in the 
October issue of the BULLETIN.| 

Miss Audrey Kargus, Librarian, St. Louis Medical Society, had prepared 
an attractive exhibit which was studied with interest. 

The Group accepted the nominating committee’s report, and the chairman 
and co-chairman for the next year are, respectively, Miss Pauline Duffield, 
Texas Medical Association, and Miss Helen Holt, Houston Academy of Medi- 
cine. 

MARIAN A. PATTERSON 
Secretary 


REGIONAL GROUPS 


The morning session of Thursday, June 18, 1953, began at 11:00 A.M. 
with the panel discussion on regional meetings. Mrs. Lillian B. Dumke, Liaison 
Officer for Regional Groups, was moderator. With praise for the eight groups 
and the important role they are playing in our organization, Mrs. Dumke 
gave a brief history of the regional groups which began in 1943 at Philadelphia 
during the period when national meetings were abandoned due to the War. 

Representatives of one of the oldest groups, one of the newest groups, and 
of a proposed group discussed the value of regional groups to the individual 
as well as to the Association and the help which the Association can give to the 
regional groups. Miss Marguerite Gima, St. Margaret Hospital, Hammond, 
Indiana, represented the oldest group, the Midwest; Miss E. Louise Williams, 
Tulane University School of Medicine, New Orleans, Louisiana, spoke for 
the Southern group, a fairly new one; and Mr. A. P. Collins, Rocky Mountain 
Laboratory, Hamilton, Montana, discussed problems concerning the organiza- 
tion of a Northwest group. 

Closer fellowship for professional and social reasons and participation of 
junior staff members with consequent development of their talents were two 
assets of the groups brought out by Miss Gima and Miss Williams, and it was 
also emphasized that our national projects and activities can be strengthened 
by making them better understood with explanations and work at the regional 
level. The success of the Midwest and especially the Southern groups in over- 
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coming the obstacle of distance encouraged Mr. Collins in considering what 
could be done in the Pacific-Northwest. During the discussion later, Miss 
Bertha Hallam announced that a fall meeting with Mr. Alderson Fry as host 
at the University of Washington School of Medicine Library was being planned. 

Due to lack of time the annual reports of the Liaison Officer and of the Re- 
gional Groups were not read. 












REPORT OF THE LIAISON OFFICER 


As Liaison Officer for the Regional Groups I was able to attend two of the 
meetings of the Midwest Group. The fall meeting held in Indianapolis at the 
Eli Lilly Company was both interesting and profitable. It was during that 
meeting that I really began to realize the extreme importance of the Groups. 
Certainly much good for M.L.A. can result from these meetings. If I may take 
the liberty to enumerate, I should like to mention the following: (1) it gives 
training for the younger members in appearing and expressing themselves 
before a professional group; (2) since all library personnel cannot attend the 
Annual Meeting, their interest can be maintained through smaller meetings; 
(3) it would seem that certain projects of M.L.A. could be furthered to ad- 














vantage through members of the Groups. 
My only regret this past year has been that I did not have the time nor money 
to visits all Groups. 







LILLIAN B. DUMKE 
Liaison Officer for 
Regional Groups 









REPORT OF THE SOUTHERN REGIONAL GROUP 


Medical librarians from ten southern states, as well as two visitors from 
abroad, namely, Miss Hilkka Ahokanta, University of Helsinki, Finland, and 
Miss Indu Vinayak Nawathe, University of Poona, India, gathered in Birming- 
ham, Alabama, on January 30-31, 1953, to attend the second annual meeting 
the Southern Regional Group of the Medical Library Association. Serving 
1s host for this highly successful meeting were the library staff and faculty of 
the University of Alabama Medical Center, who presented a varied and stimu- 
lating program, as well as providing entertainment brimming with southern 














hospitality. 

Registration, tours of the Library, a short talk by Miss Mildred Crowe, 
Librarian of the Medical Center, on the course in medical and dental bibliog- 
raphy which is given for the freshmen medical and dental students, examina- 
tion of the exhibits entitled ‘An Infinite Variety” and ‘“‘History of Medicine,” 
and a tea held in the Library, filled Friday afternoon. That night all were 
guests of Dr. Joseph F. Volker, Dean of the Dental School, at a cocktail party 
which preceded the dinner at the Vestavia Country Club. The guest speakers 
for the dinner were Dr. Joseph Volker, who spoke most entertainingly and 
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informatively about Thailand, and Dr. James R. Garber, whose reminiscences 
of his experiences with medical libraries were most enjoyable. 

On Saturday morning preceding the business meeting and program, Dr. 
James J. Durrett, Dean of the Medical College of Alabama, graciously wel- 
comed the group in a short address. At the business meeting which followed, 
the Constitution and By-laws were unanimously adopted, and the following 
officers nominated and unanimously elected: Mrs. Sarah Brown, University 
of Alabama Medical Center, Chairman; Miss Myr! Ebert, University of North 
Carolina Division of Health Affairs, Vice-Chairman; and Mrs. Elizabeth D. 
Marsh, University of Arkansas School of Medicine, Secretary-Treasurer. 

At the conclusion of the business meeting the following program was pre- 
sented: 

“Collecting Medical History” by Dr. Emmett B. Carmichael, Department 
of Biochemistry, University of Alabama Medical Center, which in addition 
to being entertaining, gave some novel ideas for collecting such material. 

Panel discussion on “Public Relations in a Medical Library,”’ with the follow- 
ing participants: Miss Mildred Jordan, Emory University Medical School, 
presenting the administrative viewpoint; Miss Elisabeth Runge, University 
of Texas Medical Branch, giving the circulation viewpoint; Miss Ann Hodge, 
Louisiana State University Medical School, speaking on the reference aspect; 
and Mrs. Elizabeth Cooper, University of Alabama Medical Center, who pre- 


sented the use of visual media for better public relations in a medical library. 

The most excellent meeting ended fittingly with a delicious luncheon at The 
Club atop Birmingham’s famed Red Mountain, with all looking forward to 
the next meeting with enthusiasm. 


ELIZABETH MARSH 
Secretary 
REPORT OF THE CONNECTICUT REGIONAL GROUP 

The Connecticut Regional Group completed its organization by adopting 
By-laws in December, 1952, at its second meeting of the year. The officers who 
served during the past year were Mr. Frederick G. Kilgour, Chairman; Mrs. 
Sadie M. Karpman, Vice-Chairman; Miss Mary Elsie Caruso, Secretary- 
Treasurer; and Miss Clara Libby, Member at Large. There are 62 members 
of the Group. 

During the past year the Group has had three meetings. The officials of the 
Charles Pfizer and Co. plant at Groton, Connecticut, were hosts to the Group 
at its first meeting on October 3rd. Mr. Ernest Spitzer, Chief Librarian of the 
Pfizer Co., described the technical information services of his libraries and ex- 
plained the operation of the library at Groton. Subsequently, the Group toured 
the plant to observe the manufacture of various chemicals and drugs including 
penicillin. 

The second meeting on December 12th was at the Yale Medical Library. 
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The program was a symposium on periodicals at which the following papers 
were presented: “Binding of Periodicals” by Mrs. Mary B. Jackson; ‘“‘Record- 
ing Periodicals” by Miss Madeleine Brown; “Periodical Indexes” by Mrs. 
Sadie M. Karpman; and “Abstract Journals” by Mrs. Henrietta T. Perkins. 
There was a lively and informative discussion following each paper. 

The last meeting was on April 28th and was one of the special meetings at 
the 161st Annual Meeting of the Connecticut State Medical Society. Dr. 
Alfred J. Berger of New Britain, Connecticut, read a paper entitled ‘““What 
the Medical Library Means to the Practising Physician.” Officers for the 
coming year were elected at this meeting. The new officers are: Mrs. Sadie M. 
Karpman, Chairman; Mrs. Henrietta T. Perkins, Vice-Chairman; Miss Clara 
Libby, Secretary; Miss Eleanor L. Ricker, Treasurer; and Mr. Frederick G. 
Kilgour, Member at Large. 















FREDERICK G. KILGOUR 
Chairman 









REPORT OF THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA GROUP 
The Medical Librarians of the San Francisco Bay Area have completed a 
year of interesting programs, six in all. 

At one of the meetings Dr. Isabella Perry, Assistant Professor of Pathology 
of the University of California, told of her work at the United States Armed 
Forces Institute of Pathology in relation to the compiling of the Alas of Tumor 
Pathology. This opportunity to learn how the work was organized and carried 
through proved of vital interest to all who were going to catalog and place the 
work on their shelves. 

Another meeting took place at the Donner Laboratory of Medical Physics 
of the University of California, where Dr. Hardin Jones of the staff told of the 
work on cholesterols. A third meeting was a program given by Miss Marion 
FE. Kalkman (Introduction to Psychiatric Nursing), who spoke on the use of 
films in the teaching of psychiatry. After demonstrating a teaching film, Miss 
Kalkman made the suggestion that the medical libraries be depositories for 
such films. 

These three meetings, together with the Joint Meeting with the Southern 
California Group,-were the highlights of the year. 




















ALBA W. ELDREDGE 
Chairman 








REPORT OF THE PHILADELPHIA REGIONAL GROUP 


The Philadelphia Regional Group of the Medical Library Association met 
twice during the year. 

Lt. Col. Frank B. Rogers, MC, USA, Director of the Armed Forces Medica! 
Library, discussed the bibliographic services of the national medical library, 
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at the first meeting which was held in the new Library of the Hospital of the 
University of Pennsylvania on the 18th of November. Dr. O. H. Perry Pepper 
described the planning and objectives of the new Library. Fifty-two members 
attended the dinner which preceded the meeting. 

A “Symposium on Reference Tools in the Medical Sciences” was the program 
of the meeting on April 21st held at the Philadelphia County Medical Society. 
The moderator was Miss Muriel Hodge, Cataloger of the College of Physicians 
of Philadelphia. The panel included Miss Charlotte E. Coffman, Librarian of 
the Dental-Pharmacy Library of Temple University, who discussed material 
in the field of dentistry; Miss Lucy Finkel, Librarian of the Hahnemann Medi- 
cal College, who presented the medical reference sources; and Mrs. Claire K. 
Schultz, Librarian of Sharp and Dohme, Inc., who described the reference books 
in the field of pharmacology. Fifty-five members attended the dinner which 
preceded the meeting. 

Officers of the Philadelphia Regional Group for the year 1952-1953 were: 
Chairman, Elliott H. Morse, Administrative Associate Librarian, College of 
Physicians of Philadelphia; Vice Chairman and Chairman Elect, Mrs. Elizabeth 
W. Johnson, Librarian, Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and Science; Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, Mrs. Minerva B. Dunning, Librarian, Philadelphia County 
Medical Society Library; Executive Committee, Miss Ida J. Draeger, Librarian, 
Woman’s Medical College of Pennsylvania, and Miss Dorothy Taeffner of 
Anesthesiology. 

Eviiott H. Morse 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE WASHINGTON, D. C., AREA MEDICAL 
LIBRARY GROUP 


The medical librarians of the Washington, D. C., Baltimore, Virginia area 
held their second meeting on April 11, 1953, at the Psychiatric Institute of the 
University of Maryland School of Medicine, Baltimore. The first session was 
devoted to a “Symposium on Weeding Medical Library Collections,” by Mrs. 
Patricia Shaw, Perry Point V.A. Hospital Medical Library; Miss Clara Louise 
Meckel, Psychiatric Library, University of Maryland School of Medicine; 
Miss Elizabeth Reavis, St. Elizabeths Hospital Medical Library; and Mr. Scott 
Adams, National Institutes of Health Library. At 11 o’clock Dr. H. B. Mul- 
holland, University of Virginia School of Medicine, spoke to the group on 
“Some Aspects of Medical Education of the Future.’’ There was a half-hour 
recess at 11:30 during which several small groups visited the Medical Library, 
the Dental-Pharmacy Library, and the Nursing Library of the University of 
Maryland. At 12 o’clock Mr. Lynn Poole, Director of Public Relations of 
Johns Hopkins University and originator of the Johns Hopkins Science Review 


on television, spoke on how the program is produced, some of the policies be- 
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hind it, the aims and objectives, and some of the difficulties of the demonstra- 
tions. 

At the afternoon business session the following Steering Committee for 
1953/54 was unanimously elected: Miss Dorothy Cramer, National Institutes 
of Health Library, Bethesda, Md., Chairman; Miss Joanna Millett, University 
of Maryland Dental-Pharmacy Library, Baltimore; Miss Janet Houck, Medi- 
cal College of Virginia, Richmond; Miss Dorothy Comins, Armed Forces 
Medical Library, Washington; and Miss Beverly Franks, Medical and General 
Reference Library, Veterans Administration, Washington. Mr. Kanardy 
Taylor, presiding at the business session, reminded the group of the discussion 
at last year’s meeting concerning the desire of some members to have our meet- 
ings sponsored by the Biological Sciences Section of the Washington Chapter 
of S.L.A. He also reminded us that the Steering Committee for this year had 
been charged with finding out whether the group wanted to affiliate with M.L.A. 
as a regional group, to be sponsored by the B.S.S. of Washington Chapter, 
S.L.A., or to remain an independent group without affiliation with any group. 
The Chairman of this year’s Steering Committee read the report and official 
recommendations drawn up by the Committee as a result of its survey. Each 
recommendation was voted on separately. The name was agreed on unani- 
mously; affiliation with M.L.A. passed by a vote of 28 to 11; and it was agreed 
not to be a highly organized group with committees, officers, etc. 

The remainder of the afternoon was devoted to a visit to the Welch Medical 
Library where the group saw demonstrated some of the machines of the In- 
dexing Project, and a visit to the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty Library 
where tea was served by Miss Helen Wheeler and her staff. 

MARIE HARVIN 
Chairman 
REPORT OF THE MID-WEST REGIONAL GROUP 

The Mid-West Regional Group has had an eminently successful year. Start- 
ing with an enthusiastic meeting at the Eli Lilly Laboratories in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, on October 17-18, 1952, (reported in detail in the April, 1953 issue 
of the BULLETIN), the group met also at A.L.A. Mid-Winter and during the Tri- 
State Hospital Assembly in the spring. How long interest can be maintained, 
as evidenced by continued good attendance, in what appears to have developed 
into a standard pattern of meetings is a moot question and bears watching. 
The changing nature of the A.L.A. Mid-Winter meeting, attracting individuals 
concerned primarily with the national library scene, and planned principally 
as a giant business meeting, may make it imperative to find another outlet for 
the mid-year activities or to plan a separate meeting. 

The meeting held at the Edgewater Beach Hotel on the evening of Thursday, 
February 5, 1953, was well attended, although almost entirely by local mem- 
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bers. The program, planned around a medical-history theme “Our American 
Heritage in Medicine,” was under the direction of Miss Jeanne Reilly of the 
A.M.A. Library. It included the following speakers: Mr. Paul Angle of the 
Chicago Historical Society, who spoke on “‘The Hardy Pioneer;” Dr. Loyal 
Davis, Passavant Memorial Hospital, Chicago, who reminisced about ‘‘Chi- 
cago’s Surgical Pioneers;”’ and Dr. Frederick Stenn, University of Illinois 
College of Medicine, whose topic was ‘‘Medical Americana of the Mid-West.” 
Dr. Stenn illustrated his talk with a beautiful exhibit of Beaumont materials. 

On April 29, 1953, a dinner honoring Mr. Harry Erlam, Deputy Librarian 
of the University of Otago Medical School, Dunedin, New Zealand, a recipient 
of an M.L.A. Fellowship, was held at a local restaurant in Chicago, after which 
film strips of New Zealand were shown at the American College of Surgeons 
combined with a short tour of the College’s quarters. 

The Group’s spring meeting was held Monday afternoon, May 4, 1953, the 
first day of the annual Tri-State Hospital Assembly. A group of 90 members 
enjoyed a program concerning ‘‘Current Research in the Field of Medicine.” 
Speakers were: Dr. Simon Rodbard, Cardiovascular Department, Michael 
Reese Hospital, Chicago on “Research in Cardiovascular Disease;’’ Dr. William 
Gillespie, Assistant Chief, Surgical Service, VA Hospital, Hines, Illinois, on 
“Research in Surgery;” and Dr. John P. Marbarger, Director of Research, 
Aeromedical and Physical Environment Laboratory, University of Illinois, 
on ‘‘Research in Aviation Medicine.” 

Plans are now being made to hold a two-day meeting at the Marquette 
University School of Medicine in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, sometime in October 
shortly after the completion of the new Carey Memorial Library there. 

During the year some consideration was given by the Executive Committee 
to the participation of the Mid-West Regional Group in a project representing 
either a national or regional undertaking in the field of medical librarianship, 
a project that would promote activity by many members of the group over an 
extended period of time. If a regional group is a kind of device to help bring 
the state or local library picture into focus with national library activity, then 
it must justify its existence by enlisting the active services of a great number 
of its members, who express thereby a willingness to work for it and the pro- 
fession. With this in mind both Mrs. Dumke, our Liaison Officer, and Mr. 
Postell were approached, and both suggested that we consider working on a 
union list of medical periodicals. The initial reaction of the Committee was 
that this might prove to be too large an undertaking in terms of time, people, 
and work involved, and that leadership for such a project should come from the 
national organization with the Mid-west Group co-operating. Action was post- 
poned until the membership could be informed about the proposed project at 
a later meeting, possibly in the fall. 


This year two new members were appointed to the Executive Committee 
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to fill vacancies: Miss Otilia Goode, V.A. Center Medical Library, Wood, Wis- 
consin, and Miss Anne Sisulak, V.A. Hospital, Madison, Wisconsin. We were 
sorry that this year completed the three-year term of office of our able Secre- 
tary, Miss Charlotte Studer, Librarian of the Miles-Ames Research Labora- 
tory, Elkhart, Indiana. Her successor is Miss Nettie Mehne, Reference Li- 
brarian at the Upjohn Company Library, Kalamazoo, Michigan, who has been 
a member of the Executive Committee since October, 1952. 
ELsIE BERGLAND 


Chairman 


REPORT OF THE NEW YORK REGIONAL GROUP 


The New York Regional Group held its second semi-annual meeting for the 
year 1952 on Saturday, October twenty-fifth, at the Hotel George Washington 
in New York City. Seventy-five members attended the all-day affair which 
included panel discussions on “Circulation Statistics, Custom Tailored and 
Ready-made”’ and ‘Presenting the Library to Management and to its Users;” 
a brief business meeting; and two interesting and informative talks, one by 
Dr. Clarence Oberndorf of Mt. Sinai Hospital on ‘““The Place of Fiction in the 
Psychiatric Collection” and the other by Dr. Haven Emerson of the American 
Public Health Association on ‘‘Public Health and Medical Care are not Syn- 
onymous.”’ 

At this time the Group elected the second slate of officers since its official 
organization. They are as follows: Chairman, Mr. J. Alan MacWatt; Executive 
Committee (For term of two years), Miss Louise King and Miss Winifred 
Sewell; (For term of one year) Miss Gertrude Annan and Miss Margaret 
Kinney; Treasurer, Mr. Gilbert Clausman; and Secretary, Miss Eliphal 
Streeter. The terms of office for the Executive Committee have been arranged 
to provide for a continuity of operation deemed necessary to conduct the 
business of the organization effectively. 

The first meeting for the year 1953 held on Wednesday, April twenty-ninth, 
at Child’s Restaurant, New York City, was a dinner meeting with guest speaker, 
Dr. Fred A. Mettler of Columbia University’s College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, who spoke on “‘Research in Psychosurgery and its Literature Needs.” 

The following committees as appointed by the officers for 1953 were an- 
nounced: Membership, Program, Publicity, Nominations, By-laws, and 
Hospitality. All but the last two are to be considered as permanent working 


committees, with Chairmen and members duly selected each year. 
ELIPHAL STREETER 


Secretary 


REPORT OF THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA REGIONAL GROUP 


The Medical Library Group of Southern California had two meetings during 
the last year. The first meeting of the year was the third annual Joint Con- 
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ference with the Medical Library Groups of the San Francisco Bay Area, held 
in San Francisco on October 5th and 6th, 1952. The meeting started off with 
a cocktail party in a private residence with a beautiful view of San Francisco 
and the Bay bridges. 

The morning meeting of the following day was devoted to the discussion of 
the following subjects: “‘Book Selection, Purchasing, and Publicity for a Small 
Library,” “Library Committees, Their Place in the Organization,” and last 
“Outline of Plans for the New Medical Library in the California Medical Cen- 
ter,” by Dr. John B. de C. M. Saunders. 

The afternoon was spent at the U. S. Naval Hospital in Oak Knoll, across 
the Bay near Oakland, where some members of the group visited the Artifical 
Limb Laboratory and the Environment Sanitarium School. The successful 
and stimulating meeting closed with a dinner at the Sea Wolf in Oakland. 

The mid-winter meeting of the Southern Group was held on January 8, 
1953, in the Glendale Sanitarium. About forty librarians of this region were 
present. The main topics of the meeting were: “Meeting the Standards of 
Nursing Libraries,” “Building and Maintaining War Libraries,” and “The 
Total Patient,” by Raymond Hill, M.D. 

VILMA PROCTOR 
Chairman 


UNIVERSITY OF UTAH AND VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 
SESSION 


Busses left the Newhouse Hotel at noon for the University of Utah where a 
delicious luncheon was served in the Union Ballroom. Greetings were read from 
Dr. Emerson Crosby Kelly, Hilda Freeman, Mrs. Eileen Cunningham, Harry 
D. Erlam, and Margaret Vinton. Dr. Louis S. Goodman, Head of the Depart- 
ment of Pharmacology, welcomed the Association to the campus, after which 
Dr. C. H. Hardin Branch, Head of the Department of Psychiatry, University 
of Utah College of Medicine, addressed the group in a very humorous vein. 

Having had an opportunity to visit the University Library and the Medical 
Library, the members were then taken by bus to the Veterans Administration 
Hospital, Fort Douglas, Utah, where the Association convened in the Theater 
at 2:15 P.M. Following Dr. Allan C. Thurman’s description of the organization 
of the Hospital, Dr. Madison Thomas, Assistant Professor of Psychiatry (Neu- 
rology), University of Utah, discussed the film ‘Seizure’ and the plight of the 
epileptic which it portrays. Although there is still a great deal of work to be 
done, as the public becomes better informed there are encouraging signs that 
the useful role an epileptic can play as an employee and a member of society 
is being better understood; advances in medical care have also done much to 
change the fate of the epileptic. A lively discussion period followed the showing 
of this enlightening movie. 


The President then asked for reports on Library Services. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BIBLIOGRAPHY 


In November, 1952, information was exchanged among the members of the 
Committee by means of two mimeographed communications, one from W. B. 
McDaniel, II, and one from the Chairman, Eileen R. Cunningham, in reply 
to his suggestions. These communications were concerned with the advisability 
of holding a Committee meeting to consider the utilization of recently issued 
lists of periodicals: the UNESCO-W.H.O. list World Medical Periodicals, the 
German list Periodica Medica and the M.L.A. publication Vital Noles on Medi- 
cal Periodicals, as a basis for the preparation of a “union list of serials in the 
medical and biological sciences.”’ The purposes of the list would be: 

(1) to provide smaller libraries with a less expensive locating list than the 
Gregory Union List; 

(2) to indicate what titles are available in American medical libraries and 
which titles are not available at all; and 

(3) to provide information concerning the location of medical periodicals in 
the many medical libraries not included in that Union List. 

A preliminary survey showed a total of only 63 medical libraries with hold- 
ings listed in Gregory’s Union List (61 in the United States and 2 in Canada), 
including 22 states and the District of Columbia, while no medical libraries were 
represented for 26 states. 

On the basis of this exchange of information, it was decided to hold a meeting 
in New York on December 11-12, 1952. The first meeting took place at the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company and was limited to the members of the 
Bibliography Committee. It was decided to send letters: 

1. To the President of the Council of International Organizations of Medical 
Sciences, indicating our hope that the bibliographic activities of the former 
UNESCO Coordinating Committee on Indexing and Abstracting in the 
Medical and Biological Sciences would be continued by the Council. 

2. To the Chief of the UNESCO Division of Natural Sciences, expressing 
our hope that the Advisory Committee on Science Documentation would 
include representation of the medical sciences by some person with interest 
and experience in medical documentation. 

3. To Dr. Detlov Bronk, President of the National Academy of Sciences, 
expressing the hope of the Committee that a Committee on Documenta- 
tion for Science at the national level could be set up in this country. 

Favorable replies to the above letters were received, indicating that plans 
in regard to the suggestions outlined are under consideration. 

The question of the preparation of a “union list of medical periodicals” was 
discussed at length. It was felt that the price of the ‘‘union list” should not 
exceed $10.00, if small medical and hospital libraries are to purchase copies. 
The project would, therefore, probably require considerable subsidy. It was 
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decided to invite the collaboration of the Armed Forces Medical Library and to 

recommend to the M.L.A. Board the undertaking of a pilot study to determine 

the feasibility of such a project. 

On Friday, December 12, the Committee met at the New York Academy of 
Medicine, with members of the Periodicals and Serial Publications Committee. 
As Miss Lora-Frances Davis, Chairman of that Committee, was unable to be 
present, Mrs. Elizabeth Bready acted as her representative. After discussion 
of the proposals outlined above, Mrs. Bready felt from communications she 
had received from Miss Davis that the project of a union list should be spon- 
sored by the Committee on Bibliography with the Periodicals and Serials Com- 
mittee standing by to offer advice and help in certain phases of the work. Miss 
Davis felt that the Periodicals Committee should not undertake more work 
than Vital Notes on Medical Periodicals at the present time. It was finally 
decided that Miss Doe would try to find someone to draw up a preliminary 
design for the ‘Union List” project. 

The Committee also considered a proposal from Mr. Scott Adams that the 
Committee sponsor the preparation of an “Annual Bibliography of Review 
Literature in the Medical and Biological Sciences.” This would include articles 
appearing in review journals, “‘Advances,” “Fortschritte,” “Ergebnisse,” and 
such, as well as articles scattered through medical journals. It was estimated 
that it might amount to 5 per cent of the annual coverage of the Current List, 
or approximately 5,000 items per year. Mr. Adams felt that all languages should 
be included, and the Committee agreed with him that it should not be limited 
to the English language. It was the opinion of the members that such a publica- 
tion would be a great help to the practitioner, the investigator, and the librarian 
in the medical sciences. Whether it could best be accomplished by the publica- 
tion of a separate index or by the use of symbols added to entries in medical 
indexes already existing, could not be determined on the basis of the informa- 
tion then at hand; it was agreed that this should be studied thoroughly before 
decisions could be made. 

In February 1953 the Bibliography Committee asked the M.L.A. Board’s 
approval for the following program in relation to a “Union List:” 

1. Invite, on the recommendation of the Bibliography Committee, the Armed 
Forces Medical Library to join with the Medical Library Association in 
exploring the possibilities of preparing a ‘“‘Union List of Medical Periodicals 
for the United States and Canada,” and obtaining funds for its preparation. 
Authorize the Bibliography Committee to try to find someone willing to 
undertake a pilot study and devise a design for the project as a whole. It 
is estimated it would require more than $100.00 to carry out the pilot 
study. 

The Board approved this project, and the Bibliography Committee has made 
a tentative outline for a pilot study as follows: 
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UNION LIST OF MEDICAL PERIODICALS: PILOT STUDY 
Tentative Outline 


I. Purpose of “‘medical union list” 
A. To furnish list of holdings 
1. To spread burden of interlibrary loans more widely by showing more sets available 
2. To make knowledge of holdings available to all medical libraries—many cannot 
have the present Union List of Serials 
B. To furnish comprehensive list of medical titles all in one place 
C. To furnish World List abbreviation in convenient form 
D. To furnish subject key to periodical titles 
E. To furnish information on coverage by indexing and abstracting services 
. Purpose of pilot study o 
A. To determine need for such a medical “union list” 
1. Usefulness to borrowing libraries 
2. Usefulness to lending libraries 
3. Usefulness for bibliographic information 
4. Usefulness for selecting and ordering 
a. Prevalence of holdings 
b. Proportionate number of titles in given subject field 
c. Trade information 
. To determine desirable scope 
. Subjects for inclusion 
. Type of serial for inclusion 
. Country of source for inclusion 


. Languages for inclusion 
. Data to be included 


. Libraries to participate 
. To determine methods for final production 
1. For gathering data 
2. For processing data 
3. For indexing data 
4. For printing data or reproducing in other form 
5. For publishing and distributing list produced 
. To estimate approximate overall cost 
. Staff required 
. Time required 
. Supplies and equipment required 
. Office quarters cost 
. Reproduction costs 
. Distributing costs 
. Storage costs 
. Methods of pilot study 
A. Determination of what scope and cost will be supported by the majority of libraries 
B. Study of alternate plans of procedure 
1. Used for other “union lists” 
2. Applicable to our medical group in particular 
3. Recommendation of preferred plan 
C. Application to representative cross-section of libraries 
1. All types and sizes of libraries 
2. All types of journals 
3. All regions of country 
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D. Itemization and estimation of costs, as close as possible of final production, on basis 
of pilot application 


Miss Eleanor Johnson, Head of the Periodicals Department of the New York 
Academy of Medicine Library, is willing to undertake the pilot study. Mrs. 
Sarah Wilson George, formerly Assistant Librarian of the New York Academy 
of Medicine and for twenty years previous the Head of the Periodicals De- 
partment, is willing to consider taking charge of the final project if the Asso- 
ciation decides to undertake it. 

EILEEN R, CUNNINGHAM 
Chairman 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE HANDBOOK FOR 
MEDICAL LIBRARY PRACTICE 


The Handbook went out-of-print this past year with the sale of the last of 
the fourth printing, 1013 copies. The publisher, the American Library Associa- 
tion, has expressed a keen desire to get the new edition into production as soon 
as possible. 

We hope it will be ready for the printer by early fall. Eight of the twelve 
chapters are finished and the rest in their final stages. The big hurdle is the 
completion of the list of reference works; this will combine into a single list 
the reference books previously given by Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham and the 
historical sources by Miss Gertrude L. Annan. Its completion and checking are 
proving a monumental undertaking, but we believe the results, the provision 
of a single, logically arranged list of the important reference tools for medicine, 
are worth the effort. Miss Mary E. Grinnell, of the Armed Forces Medical 
Library, is collaborating with Mrs. Cunningham and Miss Annan on this, with 
a number of volunteers assisting in the checking. 

The patience and industry of all the contributors to the Handbook are to be 
warmly commended. They are responsible for chapters as follows: 

Marion F. Dondale, ‘‘Medical Libraries” 

Bertha B. Hallam, “The Medical Library Association” 

William D. Postell, ‘“The Medical Librarian” 

Mildred Jordan, “Administration” 

Isabelle T. Anderson, ‘‘Acquisition and Preservation” 

M. Irene Jones, “‘Classification” 

Wilma Troxel, “Cataloging and Subject Headings” 

Eleanor Fair, ‘“The Care of Non-Book Material” 

Mildred E. Walter, “‘Photoduplication” 

Mildred R. Crowe, ‘‘Public Relations” 

Eileen R. Cunningham & Mary E. Grinnell, “Reference and Bibliography” 

Gertrude L. Annan, “Rare Books and the History of Medicine.” 
JANET DoE 
Mary Louise MARSHALL 
Co-editors 
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REPORT OF THE MICROCARD COMMITTEE 


The Microcard Committee reports there have been no new developments 
regarding the use of Microcards in the field of medicine. 

However, during the past year two libraries have requested from the Com- 
mittee information on the use of Microcards. The Microcard Foundation re- 
ports that sixteen research and medical centers have made inquiries concerning 
the Microcarding of twenty-seven foreign and domestic scientific periodicals 
including medicine. 

The annual meeting of the Microcard Foundation was held in Chicago, 
February 4, 1953. Since your representative could not attend, the Medical 
Library Association was represented by Mrs. Josephine P. Hunt, Associate 
Librarian of the American Dental Association. 

The following résumé of that meeting was submitted by Mrs. Hunt for your 
information: “Dr. Fremont Rider, Chairman of the Microcard Foundation, 
announced that the Foundation had received about $100,000 in gifts. Over 
1,000 Microcard machines have been sold to date. Orders for Microcards are 
being received by the Foundation faster than the cards can be supplied. There 
was a discussion on the following matters: (1) Should the punch holes be elimi- 
nated from Microcards as a matter of economy? It does seem likely that the 
rod hole will be omitted from each card thus allowing space enough to include 
two additional pages of photoduplication; (2) Microfilm Abstracts, formerly 
published as a quarterly, will be discontinued. A new publication, Dissertation 
Abstracts, will be established to publish abstracts of dissertations and title 
listing. Dr. Rider of the Microcard Foundation and Mr. Powers of Dissertation 
Abstracts are preparing to issue a joint statement concerning an arrangement 
between the two organizations with reference to the use of Microcards.” 

For further information on Dissertation Abstracts, consult College and Re- 
search Libraries, 14: 35, January, 1953. 

The Board of Directors of the Medical Library Association suggested that 
the Microcard Committee analyze data and studies that had already been 
completed by the Office of Naval Research, Science Technology Project. 

Mr. Robert S. Bray, Deputy Chief, Technical Information Division, Li- 
brary of Congress, was contacted in regard to such studies and in reply Mr. 
Bray sent in a report on user reaction to Technical Information Pilot Micro- 
cards, also a copy of a memorandum summarizing comments on this service 
by scientists and engineers and a similar summary of comments by librarians 
and documentation personnel. 

Members interested in Mr. Bray’s report should contact the Chairman of the 
Microcard Committee. 

CHARLOTTE E, COFFMAN 

Chairman & Medical Library 
Association Representative, 
The Microcard Foundation 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EXTENSION WORK IN 
MEDICAL LIBRARIES 


The Committee on Extension Work in Medical Libraries is endeavoring to 
bring up-to-date a list of lending medical libraries compiled by Miss Helen 
Crawford prior to the Philadelphia meeting in 1948. 

We are anxious to complete this as speedily as possible since the Medical 
Economics has offered to publish it, and the American Medical Association, 
through Mrs. Arline Hibbard, Secretary of the Council on Rural Health, has 
assured us of its cooperation in giving us publicity. We have brought blanks 
with us knowing that not all libraries have been covered, and we urge librarians 
whose libraries give extension service and who have not filled out blanks to 
come and ask for them. 

We are delighted to report at least two new extension services: Laramie 
County Medical Society Library, Memorial Hospital, Cheyenne, Wyoming, 
with extension service to the State of Wyoming established October 1952, 
and the Division of Health Affairs Library, North Carolina Memorial Hospital, 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, North Carolina, operating an ex- 
tension service since September 1952. We have also been advised that Dalhousie 
University Medical Library of Halifax, Nova Scotia, is working on an exten- 
sion plan for Canadian provinces. We seek to learn of other extension services. 

JEANNETTE DEAN-THROCKMORTON, M.D. 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CRITERIA FOR MEDICAL 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
The detailed report of the Committee on Criteria for Medical School Li- 
braries was sent to the medical librarians of the medical colleges in accordance 
with the decision reached by the Medical School group last year at the Lake 
Placid meeting; therefore, the present account is a summary only. 
Tabulations of the completed questionnaires from eighty-nine schools, (81 


approved four-year medical schools and 8 approved schools of the basic medical 
sciences) of the United States and Canada provide the basis for a number of 


conclusions. In 1952: 

1. Medical School libraries had staffs ranging in size from 1 to 12 trained 
workers, with a median of 3 trained staff members. (In 3 schools there is a 
single attendant, the librarian.) 

. The librarian in 60% of the libraries had a part in determining library policy 
and in this group 3 librarians are solely responsible. 

3. Over 90% of the schools recognize the value of evening library hours, and 
in almost 85% of the schools the professional staff members are on hand 
more than 40 hours per week. 

. Attendance at the Annual Meetings of the Medical Library Association by 
members of this group shows a high level of professional interest on the part 
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of staff members in the college libraries. Eighty-three schools allow time for 
attendance and half the schools pay the expenses of one staff member while 
attending the Annual Meeting. Twenty-three additional schools pay a part 
of the expense. 

. Half the schools now have a “‘required”’ course of instruction in the use of 
the medical library, but the amount of time devoted to this phase of medical 
school instruction varies from one-half hour to twenty-three hours. In almost 
all schools the instruction was given by the library staff. Intern and resident 
instruction programs need emphasis in most schools, however. 

. The results from the checking of book and serial lists showing titles most 
frequently found in the library were received with enthusiasm. The two 
members of the Committee who worked so tirelessly on these compilations 
are Miss Eleanor Steinke (books) and Miss Clara Manson (serials). The 
usefulness of this part of the report is to be found solely in its value as a basic 
tool. The danger in speaking of the lists as “required” cannot be over- 
emphasized. 

. Financial support of the libraries included in the survey showed wide dif- 
ferences, but of the 75 schools reporting in 1950/51, the last year reported, 
more than half 

(a) spent more than $19,000.00 for all purposes 
(b) spent more than half their budget for salaries. 
Of the 15 best supported libraries, all but 3 fell in this group. 

. The need for more space, especially for consultation and for expansion, is 
the most frequently noted need for the future. 

IpA J. DRAEGER 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CRITERIA AND STANDARDS 
FOR HOSPITAL, MEDICAL, AND NURSING SCHOOL LIBRARIES 

Since the work of the Committee on Criteria and Standards for Hospital, 
Medical, and Nursing School Libraries had been essentially completed with 
the acceptance of the Standards at the last Annual Meeting, the Committee 
has been chiefly inactive this year. 

However, it will be well to report that the Hospita] Libraries Division of the 
American Library Association undertook the printing of the complete S/andards 
in pamphlet form. The Chairman of this Committee cooperated with the Joint 
Committee in arranging the format and checking the proof for this publication. 
Copies of the Standards are now available upon request from Miss Helen T. 
Geer, Librarian, American Library Association, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago 
11, Illinois. 

CHARLOTTE STUDER 
Chairman 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CRITERIA AND STANDARDS 
FOR PHARMACY SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


This committee has set forth its aims as follows: 

1. To provide basic lists of material that should be in every college of phar- 
macy library. 

2. To establish minimum qualifications for the personnel for the college of 
pharmacy library. 

During the year we have been concerned with ascertaining how basic lists 
of books and periodicals should be determined. At present, lists of books and 
periodicals in the subject fields of botany and pharmacognosy are being con- 
sidered. 

A proposal by the chairman of the American Association of Colleges of 
Pharmacy’s Committee on Libraries, Dr. Richard A. Deno, that a Joint Com- 
mittee be established, the Committee to be composed of two representatives 
from the A.A.C.P. (that is, faculty members from colleges of pharmacy), 2 
representatives from M.L.A., and 2 representatives from S.L.A. was referred 
to the Board of Directors for action, and M.L.A. representation was approved. 

CLARA A. ROBESON 
Chairman 


REPORT OF THE PERIODICALS AND SERIAL PUBLICATIONS 
COMMITTEE 

The Periodical and Serial Publications Committee undertook two projects 
for this year: (1) compiling, mimeographing, and distributing Vifal Noles on 
Medical Periodicals (a periodical listing of births, deaths, hibernations, and 
title changes of periodicals and serials), and (2) a cost analysis of foreign sub- 
scriptions to be used in drafting the letter the Executive Committee requested 
to be sent in protest “to all German publishers as to the high cost of their 
periodicals.” 

Vital Notes on Medical Periodicals. The idea for this publication grew out 
of informal discussions between Mrs. Elizabeth I’. Bready and Miss Chizuru 
Nakaji. At the 1952 M.L.A. Annual Meeting this Committee secured approval 
of the project and adopted 1950 as a starting date because the information pro- 
vided of this character in the Union List of Serials and in the Current List of 
Medical Literature terminated with 1949. Title subject breakdowns were tested 
in the first issue and the membership asked to vote on subject breakdowns 
versus straight title; the response favored the latter form which has been 
adopted by the Committee for subsequent issues. 

Information for issue no. 1 was based on a previous compilation of the College 
of Physicians of Philadelphia prepared for other purposes, dental titles supplied 
by Miss Margaret Gayley Palmer, and the Armed Forces Medical Library’s 
catalog of title changes. The basis for no. 2, February 1953, was the Armed 
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Forces Medical Library’s new title catalog. Both this catalog and Mr. Oatfield’s 
compilation of symposia and congresses were used as basis for no. 3, May, 1953. 
Committee members and occasionally other Association members supplemented 
these lists. The burden of checking individual periodicals for subscription rate 
and frequency fell heavily on Mr. Robert B. Austin, since new titles alone from 
the Armed Forces Medical Library numbered 375. Consequently, Mr. Scott 
Adams generously provided for some of his staff to check these titles in the 
National Institutes of Health Libraries where 75 entries were completed. 

Editing, processing, and distributing were undertaken by the Chairman 
with the Florida State Board of Health bearing the expense of no. 1 and no. 3, 
except postage and envelopes. The Association paid wholesale paper costs for 
no. 2 and beginning with no. 2 the Executive Board approved payment of 
$10.00 to a stenographer for each issue. The request was denied for use of only 
one side of the paper with entries blocked for cutting and attaching to 3 x 5 
cards, since, for example, no. 2 would have been approximately 61 pages rather 
than 26, increasing paper costs and greatly magnifying the labor burden of 
mimeographing and assembling. 

Thanks are due Miss Helen Field for prompt, efficient cooperation in pro- 
viding addressed envelopes. Possibilities of a mail permit were investigated 
but discarded because of the uncertainty of the length of subsequent issues. 
Number 1 was sent to institutional members and to 25 persons making special 
requests. Numbers 2 and 3 were sent to institutional, honorary, and contribut- 
ing members. A few subscriptions have been placed at the rate of $2.00 per 
year as set by the Executive Board. 

The Committee accomplished its aim of providing the back-log and current 
periodical information this year. Henceforth, this project becomes one of cur- 
rent coverage, and its success will be dependent upon vigilant reporting by a 
substantial number of libraries. 

FOREIGN PEertopicaL Costs. As a result of an exchange of correspondence 
Mr. Oatfield drafted for the Association a tentative letter to .Va/ure supporting 
the stand of British colleagues protesting the high cost of German periodicals. 
However, the Executive Board directed the Committee to draft and submit 
for approval a letter to be dispatched to all German publishers protesting these 
high costs. Mr. Oatfield agreed to undertake this task, which necessitated, for 
supporting evidence, a careful comparative cost study of foreign medical 
periodicals. He also wrote to Mr. W. R. LeFanu to second the request of the 
Japan Medical Library Association that this problem be placed on the agenda 
for discussion at the First International Congress on Medical Librarianship. 
It is our understanding that this has been done, though no direct reply has 
been received. On Mr. Wesley Draper’s request, the Committee met in Brooklyn 
following the joint meeting with the Bibliography Committee at the New York 
Academy of Medicine on December 12, 1952. It was decided that the scope of 
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the cost study should include foreign periodicals for 1948, 1950, and 1952, 
noting list prices (foreign and domestic), exchanges rates, and number of words, 
pages, and volumes. Vital Notes on Medical Periodicals, vol. 1, no. 2 carried a 
request to institutional members for a listing of titles added and dropped since 
1950 together with reasons. The tremendous task of compiling this information 
was delegated to Mrs. Bready, Mr. Draper, and Mr. Oatfield, with Mr. Fred 
Pheulpin joining the Committee for this purpose. Others who worked on the 
cost-study are: Miss Catherine Kennedy, Mayo Clinic Library; Mr. John 
Ische, Medical Society of the County of Kings and Academy of Medicine of 
Brooklyn Library; Mr. William S. Budington, Mrs. Iona Elizabeth Johnson, 
Miss Ella Salmonsen, The John Crerar Library; Mr. William Beatty, College 
of Physicians of Philadelphia; Miss Eleanor Johnson and staff of the Periodicals 
Division, New York Academy of Medicine. Thanks are also due to the follow- 
ing for advice generously and helpfully given: Miss Janet Doe, Mr. Thomas P. 
Fleming, and Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham. The resulting information may be 
used in drafting a letter to be sent German publishers upon its being approved 
by the Executive Board. 

Lora-FRANCES Davis 

Chairman 


APPENDIX TO REPORT OF PERIODICALS AND SERIAL 
PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE 
REPORT ON A SURVEY OF PERIODICALS ADDED AND DROPPED BY 
MEMBER LIBRARIES 


The returns received in response to a questionnaire (70 from a membership 
of 400) fail to give it significant value. No conclusions can be drawn from the 
location of new collections of interesting foreign material in the United States. 

During the first part of the 1950’s the members of the Association vigorously 
added titles to strengthen their collections. Few of the libraries reported dis- 
continuing subscriptions. Serials dropped during the years 1950-53 total 288, 
with only 19 duplications; 50 per cent of these were American in origin, 
11 per cent British, 10 per cent German, and 5 per cent French. Small per- 
centages from 20 other countries comprise the balance. The most common 
reasons for discontinuance were: (a) staff use did not warrant keeping; (b) 
tight budget; (c) exchange. Of these titles dropped, 118 were not strictly medi- 
cal, 15 were clearly out of scope in a medical collection, 14 were pharmaceutical, 
4 business, 4 botanical, 16 chemical, 5 physics, 3 library, 7 general science, 6 
entomological, 8 dental, 18 reviews, and 18 abstracts or indexes (including 
0.C.1.M., Biological Abstracts, Chemical Abstracts, Chemisches Zentralblatt, N utri- 
tion Abstracts, Excerpta Medica, Zentralblitter, but not the Current List). 

Only 5 German titles were dropped because of excessive cost, namely, Zentral- 
blatt fiir Bakteriologie, Zentralblatt fiir Innere Medizin, and Bericht der deutschen 
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ophthalmologischen Gesellschaft. (More complaints have been recvived about 
the high cost of American periodicals than of foreign.) The least popular journal 
(dropped by 5 libraries) proved to be Journal of American Dietetic Association, 
while three libraries each dropped British Journal of Surgery, Jefferson-Hillman 
Hospital Bulletin, and the Bulletin of the University of Maryland School of Medi- 
cine. A tabulation by countries of journals dropped showing kind of library, 
number of libraries dropping, and reasons is available for consultation or re- 
production. 
HAROLD OATFIELD 


REPORT OF THE M.L.A. REPRESENTATIVE ON THE JOINT 
COMMITTEE OF UNION LIST OF SERIALS 


There have been two meetings of the Committee, the first being held 
February 4, 1953, at the Edgewater Beach Hotel in Chicago. Lt. Col. 
Frank B. Rogers attended in my place. 

It was reported that H. W. Wilson Co. will not prepare a third supplement 
to the second edition of the Union List of Serials; that the Library of Congress 
will gather the materials for such a possible supplement to cover 1950-52 as 
part of the general accumulation of materials toward a third edition. It is LC’s 
desire, however, that the Wilson Company publish such a possible edition. 

Mr. Cronin (LC) submitted a statement on methods in coding information 
on IBM punch cards, a revised estimate of costs on editing ($940,000) and 
publishing ($158,000) a new Union List of Serials, and a draft of an announce- 
ment on the forthcoming ew Serial Titles (annual cost estimate $100,000). 
NST was discussed at some length regarding scope, transliteration, and transla- 
tion of titles, the difference between this publication and the Union List of 
Serials, and the report forms to be supplied by LC to the reporting libraries. 

The second meeting was held on April 24, 1953, at the Library of Congress 
and was devoted to discussion of .V.ST, copies of the first issue of which were 
distributed to those present. It was agreed that LC would investigate further 
the assignment of a serial number to each main entry which could remain 
constant through all changes of title. The Committee on Descriptive Cataloging 
of the Division of Cataloging and Classification will be requested to consider 
common catalog conventions such as use of brackets, cataloging Cyrillic items 
in Latin alphabet, and the like. LC will investigate a proposal to give one or 
two libraries the primary responsibility for maintenance of a complete file 
and for reporting changes in bibliographical! detail. LC will consider further the 
suggestion that each issue contain a supplement listing serial mergers, deaths, 
and issues of irregular serials. 

It was agreed that libraries should continue to report newly cataloged serial 
titles to the National Union Catalog until such time as the Union Catalog of 
Serials is in effective operation. Libraries reporting to .VST will be instructed 
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to report all serials (except those in Oriental languages) with beginning dates 
after Dec. 31, 1949. LC will report all newly received serials (except those in 
Oriental languages) which are not already listed in U'LS (2nd ed.), its two sup- 
plements, the Jnternational Congresses and Conferences, and List of Serial Pub- 
lications of Foreign Governments. 

LC will supply franked labels for use in mailing reports to the Serial Record 
Division. It was agreed that federal and state documents except those with 
security classification should be listed. The problems of frequency were re- 
viewed and it was concluded there should be 12 monthly non-cumulative issues 
and annual issues cumulative up to five years. It was agreed that greater par- 
ticipation by special libraries is desirable. A decision was made to use National 
Union Catalog library symbols in the NST. It was thought desirable for LC 
to obtain any reports which have been received by the H. W. Wilson Co. since 
the closing of the second supplement to the LS. LC agreed to prepare a press 
release suitable for use in the various library publications and the representa- 
tives of the library organizations were urged to publicize VST in their asso- 
ciation publications. 

KANARDY L. TAYLOR 
M.L.A. Representative 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES 


The Committee considered plans for continuing study and research in medi- 
cal and related fields despite destruction of many existing collections. It was 
assumed that major cities or heavily populated areas would be prime targets, 
and that medical library services in such a case would be even more essential 
to national health and welfare. Many plans were discarded because they cost 
millions of dollars. The problems of preserving the only existing copy or rare 
items were not considered. 

Assuming the work of the Committee on Criteria be taken as a guide to what 
is an adequate library for a teaching school, it is possible to establish, if they 
are not already in existence, such optimal collections in many safer areas. There 
is no known standard by which an adequate research library may be judged, 
nor are there yet standards for research libraries of pharmacy, dentistry, and 
other fields. 

The Committee therefore proposes that the M.L.A. promote the develop- 
ment of a regional medical library in each of the following areas: Southeast 
(North and South Carolina, Tennessee); South (Alabama, Mississippi, Georgia, 
Florida); Southwest (Louisiana, Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico); Plains States 
(Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado, Utah, Wyoming); Northwest (Washington, 
Oregon, Montana, Idaho); West (California); Midwest (Kentucky, Illinois, 
Indiana, Ohio); and North Midwest (Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and the 
Dakotas). The last three, California, Midwest, and North Midwest, are prob- 
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ably already sufficiently rich in resources to take a slightly lesser role. The East 
is not only a more vulnerable area, it is believed, but is already well provided 
for both teaching and research. 

The plan does not envision placing the material in relatively isolated areas. 
Such depository libraries must be provided with staff and equipment already 
in existence to carry the teaching and research load, both to keep from steriliz- 
ing the added library resources, and because in a case of dire necessity no such 
new establishments can be made. The plan would leave untouched present 
holdings, but favor strengthening these regions through preferential treatment 
on the Exchange and by the Association. Further argument is given for such 
a development by the obvious inequalities in the geographical distribution of 
library resources, largely a product of historical development. 

Libraries in these participating regions must have space and be willing to 
take any title not already there, and a sacrifice must be made by those libraries 
which might normally receive material, if they are located where the title is 
already plentiful. Just how such determination of titles would be made, we have 
not yet completely worked out. And this involves cooperation among all li- 
braries and those in each region, with sacrifices made in the interest of the 
common welfare in order to insure the possible survival of material we now own 
so proudly. It would take determination, diplomacy, patience, and work. 

If this plan is acceptable, many details must be worked out, such as the 
particular place in each region, agreements among regional libraries as to re- 
gional catalogs, pooling of storage areas, and the duty of taking assigned ma- 
terial. At a minimum cost, two sources of material are available: the stock of 
duplicates of the few very large libraries, on which the regional libraries would 
have prior claim, and, with the Association’s sanction, use of the Exchange 
under a priority system. Also, the Association could circulate regional want lists, 
and possibly control the distribution pattern. 

The Committee thought of destruction in regional terms, not individual 
library terms, leaving to each library its own protection problems. Mathemati- 
cal probability makes the problem simpler by assuming that a title held by a 
number of libraries will survive if the country does, and it is also probably 
widely enough held to be always available. 

Books must not be disregarded. Again, mathematically, it is more than likely 
most English books will survive. Too many libraries take too few of the foreign 
monographs to make that probability safe, and it is contrary to fact to assume 
all research material is in periodicals. A plan should be worked out in each 
region, if possible, such as, each library participating must account for all 
monographs in some foreigh language by authors in a certain section of the 
alphabet. 

If medical cultural resources are to be preserved in case of an atomic war, 
then it should be done immediately, if at all, for it will take a long while at the 
very best. The Committee has more material available for further study if de- 
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sired, but it recommends that something, either similar to the above-mentioned 
or any other workable plan, be done, now. 
The Committee awaits further instruction. 


’ 


ALDERSON FRY 
Chairman 


An interesting afternoon was brought to a close with a lovely tea served in 
the Recreation Center. Busses returned everyone to the Newhouse Hotel 
where J. W. Stacey, Inc, of San Francisco, California, graciously entertained 
with refreshments and music for a delightful social hour. 


REPORT OF THE DENTAL GROUP MEETING 


Miss Eve Bowden presided as chairman for the meeting of the Dental Group 
held at 8:00 P.M. on June 18th in the Terrace Room of the Newhouse Hotel. 

Dr. George B. Denton, Consultant of the American Dental Association, 
presented the paper on ‘Dental Journals for a Dental School Library.” He 
spoke of the important dental journals which every dental library should main- 
tain and the collecting of ephemeral material. He evaluated the use of foreign 
and English publications. The second item on the program was a paper by 
Mrs. Arline Robinson, College of Physicians and Surgeons of San Francisco, 
on the ‘Stimulation of the Use of the Dental Library,” giving a program offered 
at her library. Mrs. Dorothy Dragonette, University of Southern California, 
College of Dentistry, spoke on “‘A Comparison of the Black and Armed Forces 
Medical Library Classification for Dental Books,” in which she compared the 
systems and the possibility of expansion in both classifications. A paper on the 
“Dental Library in the Organization of a New Medical Center Library” was 
given by Miss Alba Eldredge, University of California, College of Dentistry, 
showing the plans for the University of California with slides. 

Dr. Donald Washburn, Director of the American Dental Association Library 
and Indexing Bureau, reported on the dental librarians’ meeting held in Chi- 
cago, June 12-13, 1953. Mr. Thomas Cahalan, chairman of the nominating 
committee, presented Miss Charlotte Coffman as chairman of the dental group 
for the M.L.A. meeting in Washington, D. C., next year, and the report was 
accepted. The meeting continued with the discussion of the four papers and the 
request for a list of dental periodicals to appear in the M.L.A. list of serials. 
(The papers appeared in the October issue of the BULLETIN.] 

ANN ORFANOS 
Secretary 


REPORT OF THE HOSPITAL GROUP MEETING 


The Hospital Group met on Thursday evening, June 18 at 8 P.M. with Miss 
Marguerite Gima, St. Margaret Hospital, Hammond, Indiana, acting as Chair- 
man. Thirty members were in attendance. 
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Pertinent problems concerning the medical, patients’, and nursing school 
libraries were discussed during the first half of the meeting. The latter part was 
devoted to a discussion of Miss L. Margueriete Prime’s report of the Joint 
Committee on the Clarification of the Title: Librarian. Miss Prime read two 
articles on the pros and cons of changing the name of the medical record li- 
brarian. The members present were urged to return to their libraries and report 
the work of this Committee to the record librarians and also to their hospital 
personnel. It is hoped that by discussing this matter in their hospitals, action 
will be taken by the record librarians to change their title. 

Election of Chairman and Co-Chairmen for the following year was held 
with the following named: Mrs. Chloe S. Brewer, Oscar Le Seure Professional 
Library, Grace Hospital, Detroit, Michigan, Chairman, and Miss Otilia Goode, 
V.A. Hospital, Wood, Wisconsin, Co-Chairman. 

VERA FLANDORF 
Secretary 


The final general session convened at 9:00 A.M. on June 19, and Mr. Postell 
called for reports on national and international activities. 


REPORT OF THE COUNCIL OF NATIONAL LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATIONS 


To the deep regret of the members, Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, Chairman of the 
Council, was obliged by illness to resign the chairmanship in November, but we 
rejoice that he will continue as a member representing M.L.A. for the next 
three years. 

One of the chief problems under consideration by the Council has been that 
of assumption by the newly constituted National Commission on Accrediting 
of the right to accredit all institutions of higher learning. The Council notified 
A.L.A.’s Board of Education for Librarianship that the Council counted on it 
to represent all library associations in dealing with this matter. Mrs. Eileen R. 
Cunningham, Chairman of the Joint Committee on Library Education, will 
report action on this, as well as on the other activities of that Joint Committee. 

Committee Z39 on Standardization in Library Work and Documentation, 
sponsored for the American Standardization Association by C.N.L.A., reported 
that the International Organization for Standardization (1.S.O.) is anxious for 
American participation in TC/46’s Subcommittee PH5 on Standards for Docu- 
mentary Reproduction through Photography. C.N.L.A. agreed that, if invited 
to do so by ASA, it would, along with other interested bodies, sponsor this Sub- 
committee, providing no expense to C.N.L.A. was involved. 

The I.S.0. is also setting up a Committee on Terminology, ISO/TC37, which 
will be concerned with principles for forming terms, for formulating definitions, 
and for arranging and publishing dictionaries of technical terms. The actual 
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defining of terms will be left to other technical committees in each field. C.N.L.A. 
voted to accept a place on this Committee. 

Scott Adams, Chairman of the Committee for the Protection of Cultural 
and Scientific Resources, had presented a ‘‘Proposed Plan” for a long-term 
program for the provision of ‘‘shadow”’ collections in relatively safe areas, com- 
prising selected minimum essentials. These would contribute to regional library 
development and become centers of library communications systems. It is hoped 
this plan may be widely circulated for comments. 

In the question of relations between federal libraries and the other libraries 
of this country, the A.L.A. Federal Relations Committee is taking action, so 
that C.N.L.A.’s committee on this is quiescent. 

Other matters considered sympathetically by C.N.L.A. included: a joint 
committee on microfilming projects, to avoid duplication of effort; moral sup- 
port of the proposed Library of Congress budget, specifically with regard to its 
bibliographical projects, since such activities benefit other libraries; and moral 
support for the United States Book Exchange in its efforts to secure further 
financial backing. 

The constitution of C.N.L.A. was amended in several particulars, the most 
important being: (1) to admit to membership ‘‘national associations operating 
in related fields;” (2) to elect officers from among individuals who have at any 
time been representatives on the Council, as well as from those currently serv- 
ing; and (3) to permit an association whose representative has been chosen 
as an officer to name another representative. 

Officers elected for 1953-54 are: chairman, Mr. Sidney B. Hill (American 
Association of Law Libraries); vice-chairman, Miss Elizabeth Ferguson 
(Special Libraries Association); secretary-treasurer, Mrs. Ruth H. Hooker 
(Special Libraries Association). 

JANET DOE 
Representative of M.L.A. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR THE PROTECTION 
OF SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES 
(Organized as a Joint Committee by the Council of National Library 
Associations) 


The problem of protecting library collections from the type of total devasta- 
tion threatened by nuclear weapons is complex. Popular attitudes toward the 
possibility of destruction vary from disbelief (it will never happen here) to 
fatalism (if it happens, I won’t be around to worry). During this last year, the 
Committee has been slowly evolving a philosophy and a mission which recog- 
nizes the futility of protection, and which substitutes a more realistic concept 
of statistical survival. 
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At the Committee’s meeting on May 22, 1953, your representative as Secre- 
tary of the Committee submitted a proposal for the long-term development of 
“Shadow” library resources to insure the survival in strategically safe areas 
of minimal library research collections. These proposals are being circulated in 
draft to all national library associations, and to the other constituent agencies 
of the Joint Committee. If comment is favorable, they will be acted on by task 
forces assigned to the solution of specific problems. Because of its early interest 
and work on the problem, the Medical Library Association is regarded by the 
Joint Committee as a pioneer in the field and the efforts of the M.L.A. Com- 
mittee on Resources are being closely observed. If the M.L.A. can evolve a 
successful plan for “shadow” libraries, it will exercise a considerable influence 
on the direction of national library development. 

The Committee during the course of the year has had the full cooperation 
of the Federal Civil Defense Administration, and the U. S. Office of Education. 
F.C.D.A. has arranged lectures and demonstrations on civil defense, while the 
Office of Education has made an exhaustive survey of all currently unused 
library shelf space. The Library of Congress has issued a bibliography on civil 
defense in cultural institutions. Dr. Burton W. Adkinson continues as Chairman 
of the Committee, while Mr. Sherrod East of the Department of the Army re- 
places your representative as Secretary. 

Scott ADAMS 
M.L.A. Representative 


REPORT ON THE AMERICAN DOCUMENTATION INSTITUTE 
Your representative was unable to attend the Special Meeting of the Ameri- 
can Documentation Institute held on September 26, 1952, at the Library of 
Congress. The following notes on this meeting are based on the Minutes of the 
meeting as outlined in American Documentation, 3: 198-200, Fall (October) 
1952. This number of American Documentation also includes a copy of the 
Constitution adopted at this meeting and the Minutes of the Trustee’s Meet- 
ings and of the Council Meetings. 

As will be recalled, the American Documentation Institute at its meeting 
on February 27, 1952 (as reported at the last M.L.A. meeting), voted to change 
its basis of membership by allowing individuals as well as organizations to be 
members with full rights. The principal purpose of the special meeting was to 
adopt the new Constitution and By-laws embodying this and other changes. 
The following officers were elected for the remainder of 1952 and all of 1953: 


President: E. Eugene Miller 
President-Elect: Milton O. Lee 
Treasurer: Jerrold Orne 


Council members: Ruth H. Hooker 
Eugene B. Power 
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A number of papers on various aspects of documentation were presented, 
which are described in some detail in the reference cited above. 
SANFORD V. LaRKEy, M.D. 
M.L.A. Representative 


REPORT ON UNITED STATES BOOK EXCHANGE, INC. 


The 5th annual meeting of the Corporation of the United States Book Ex- 
change was held in Washington on October 23, 1952. U.S.B.E.’s current opera- 
tions may be divided into domestic and international. The former, which depend 
on service charges to defray costs, are now entirely self-supporting; 322 domestic 
libraries are enrolled of which 120 are in the active category. U.S.B.E. received 
215,000 and sent out 67,000 items to domestic libraries during the year. U.S.B.E. 
now has a stock of two and one-fourth million items, of which 85 per cent are 
serial. The international activities still require subsidy. This has been met by 
assistance from the Department of State, from CARE, and other agencies, and 
further foundation support is being sought. Publicity describing U.S.B.E. 
services may be had on approach to Miss Alice Dulaney Ball, Executive Di- 
rector, U.S.B.E., Library of Congress, Washington 25, D. C. 

The following officers were elected: President, Sidney B. Hill, American 
Association of Law Libraries; Vice President, Father James J. Kortendick, 
Catholic Library Association; Secretary, Scott Adams, Medical Library As- 
sociation; Treasurer, Ralph L. Thompson, A.L.A. Public Libraries Division; 
and Directors: Charles W. David, Association of Research Libraries; Jack 
Dalton, Member at large; John Fall, Association of College & Reference 
Libraries; Helen Scanlon, Special Libraries Association; and James S. Thomp- 
son, Engineers’ Joint Council. 

Scott ADAMS 
M.L.A. Representative 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION 


In order to cooperate with our British friends the usual number of fellows 
was increased so that some of them could attend the First International Con- 
gress on Medical Librarianship to be held in London in July, 1953, on their way 
home after their fellowship programs in the U. S. have been completed. 

It was decided this year to have different members of the Committee plan 
the programs for some of the visitors. Mr. Robert T. Lentz, Co-Chairman of 
the Committee, assumed responsibility for the visits and itinerary of Dr. Elisa- 
beth van der Burg, and Mrs. Jacqueline Felter planned the extensive program 
for Mr. Harry Erlam from New Zealand. Both fellows have seemed delighted 
with the arrangements made for them and congratulations go to Mrs. Felter 
and Mr. Lentz for their excellent coordination of these itineraries. 
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FELLOWSHIPS AWARDED IN 1952-1953 


Mr. Yoshinari Tsuda, a member of the staff of the Medical Library of the 
Keio University Medical School in Tokyo, and a graduate of the Japan Library 
School of that University, came to this country last September. He had at- 
tended the Manchurian Medical College, in Mukden, China, with the idea of 
becoming a physician. Due to the war he had to change his plans; realizing he 
could not complete his medical studies he decided to combine his interest in 
medicine with his work in library science. He entered the University of Illinois 
Library School as a special student in September, 1952, and concentrated on 
medical bibliography and administration under Dr. Frances Jenkins. These 
courses were supplemented by nearly two months of study and observation 
under Miss Wilma Troxel in the medical library of the University of Illinois 
Medical School, Chicago. Mr. Tsuda visited other libraries in Chicago, Wash- 
ington, and New York, and he will visit on the West Coast before sailing for 
Japan in July. 

From Tokyo we have the good news that the Japan Library School of the 
University of Keio, has received funds from the Rockefeller Foundation for 
a period of three years to be used for ‘‘in service” training of medical librarians. 
Five students have already been selected from among the librarians connected 
with medical schools and research institutions, selections having been made 
through the Japan Medical Library Association. Dr. Kusama of the Medical 
School of Keio writes that he plans to have Mr. Tsuda participate on his return 
in the teaching of Medical Library Practice. 

Mr. Rodolfo Alfredo Tannchen, Argentina, was educated in Braunschweig, 
Germany. He received a Bachelor’s Degree from the Staatliches Wilhelm- 
Gymnasium and since living in Argentina, has an appointment as Professor of 
German and as Professor of English at the University of Cordoba. He became 
librarian of the Clinica Pediatrica de la Facultad de Ciencias Medicas, Uni- 
versidad Nacional de Cérdoba, and in addition to running the library, his 
duties include the preparation of bibliographies and translations, and conduct- 
ing courses for doctors who wish to learn English. Mr. Tannchen entered the 
Columbia University School of Library Service in September, 1952, and he 
expects to receive a Master’s Degree in Library Science in August, 1953, his 
studies having been planned for specialization in medical librarianship and 
augmented by visits to medical libraries in various cities in this country. 

Dr. Elisabeth A.C. van der Burg, is the Librarian of the Medical Department 
of the University Library at Leiden, the Netherlands. This University has, 
so far, no central library, the collection being divided between the University 
Collection and departmental libraries. Her trip to this country and return 
journey are being financed by the Netherlands Government and she is visiting 
medical libraries under one of our regular traveling fellowships. 
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Another fellow has journeyed to us from far away India, Miss Indu Vinayak 
Nawathe, Librarian of the B. J. Medical College (Bai Jerbai Medical College) 
which is affiliated with Poona University; she is a graduate in Arts of the 
Bombay University and has a diploma in Librarianship from Madras Uni- 
versity where she worked under Dr. Ranganathan. Miss Nawathe has been 
a special student at the Peabody School of Library Science, in Nashville, 
during the academic year of 1952/53, and she has been doing problems in 
practical medical librarianship at the Vanderbilt University School of Medicine 
Library. She has also done some practice work at the Tulane University 
School of Medicine Library in New Orleans, and she visited other libraries 
in Washington and New York. Miss Nawathe was awarded a Fulbright Travel 
Grant. 

From the other side of the world Mr. Harry D. Erlam, Deputy Librarian 
of the University of Otago Medical School, Dunedin, New Zealand, has come 
to us. Mr. Erlam will succeed to the Librarianship at the end of this year and 
will have charge of the reorganization program for the library and for planning 
the new buildings which they hope to erect. Mr. Erlam has had fifteen years 
of library experience and served as Librarian of the Massey Agricultural 
College where there was much emphasis on biological subjects and where he 
also became familiar with medical literature before beginning his work at the 
Otago Medical School. Mr. Erlam has visited medical libraries throughout 
the United States and will visit those of the United Kingdom. 

Miss Hilkka Ahokanta, Librarian of the Department of Bacteriology of 
Helsinki University, is a visitor to this country under the Finnish Educational 
Program, established reciprocally on Finland’s payment of the war debt of 
World War I. She matriculated at the Peabody School of Library Science in 
Nashville and asked to observe and study medical library procedures in the 
Vanderbilt Medical Library. She has proved a brilliant and gifted student 
and was awarded the Library School medal for outstanding achievement as a 
student during the year. We realized she could really profit by visits to medical 
libraries, while very few had been scheduled in her program; the Committee 
on International Cooperation decided to give her a stipend sufficient to enable 
her to visit libraries in Washington and New York before sailing. 

Because we have had so many fellows this year, our local hospitality chair- 
men have had much planning to do and our hearty thanks and appreciation 
are due to all of those who have worked with us to make our guests happy and 
comfortable during their visits; the librarians included in this note of thanks 
are scattered through the country from the Pacific to the Atlantic, and it is 
impossible to name them all. ' 

Those fellows who are attending the International Congress on Medical 
Librarianship in London include Miss Indu Nawathe, Mr. Harry D. Erlam, 
Miss Hilkka Ahokanta, and Dr. Elisabeth van der Burg. 
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INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE OF PERIODICALS AND Books 






We have now entered the last phase of the program set up jointly with the 
U.S. Book Exchange. About 45,000 items have been distributed since it began 
in 1950. Lists were issued during the year for the Medical School of the Hebrew 
University, Jerusalem; the University of Strasbourg, France; Severance 
Medical School, Seoul, Korea; and the University of Vienna, Austria. 

Lists of the University of Puerto Rico Medical School and the Medical 
Library of the Faroe Islands, Denmark, have been recently sent out, and it 
is expected a few more lists will be issued in May. After the material gathered 
from these listings has been distributed, the program will terminate, and a 
final summary report will be made. 












EILEEN R. CUNNINGHAM 
Chairman 

RoBERT T. LENTz 
Co-Chairman 










FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON 
MEDICAL LIBRARIANSHIP 


The First International Congress on Medical Librarianship is to be held at 
the University College in London, July 20-25. Sir Cecil Wakeley is the Hon- 
orary President and our colleagues, Mr. Bishop, Mr. LeFanu, and Mr. Poynter, 
the Honorary Secretaries. Although the last three carry the title “Honorary,” 
they are distinctly the working members behind the program. 

A letter dated April 21 informed us that there were already 60 papers to be 
presented and 230 persons registered, 38 from the United States. All statistics 
have doubtless increased by this time. Receptions have been arranged at the 
Royal College of Physicians, the Royal College of Surgeons, the Worshipful 
Society of Apothecaries, and eight or ten other society headquarters. Many 
of these institutions would not ordinarily be open to the individual visitor 
in London. 

Several members of the Medical Library Association will present papers. 
Simultaneous sessions will be held on Wednesday afternoon, Thursday morning, 
and on both morning and afternoon of Friday. The final program will be some 
80 pages in length and will include photographs and abstracts of the papers. 
It is unquestioned that the tremendous effort which our colleagues are putting 
into this event will result in an unprecedented success. 

A small printed program is currently being received by all who have regis- 
tered for the Congress with the request that a selection be made among some 
of the overlapping social events. The Congress concludes with a visit to Oxford, 
including the Bodleian Library and Radcliffe Science Library. 

L. MARGUERIETE PRIME 
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NEW BUSINESS 
This session convened at 11.00 A.M. with the Report of the Nominating 


Committee. The following members were nominated for the coming year, 
1953-54: 

REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE, 1952-53 
President Miss Marion Dondale, Albany, New York 
Vice President (President-elect) Miss Wilma Troxel, Chicago, Illinois 
Honorary Vice President Louis S. Goodman, M.D., Salt Lake City, Utah 
Secretary Miss Audrey L. Kargus, St. Louis, Missouri 
Treasurer R. A. Schlueter, Oak Ridge, Tennessee 
Board of Directors Miss Bertha B. Hallam, Portland, Oregon 

J. Alan MacWatt, Pearl River, New York 

Nominating Committee Miss Mildred R. Crowe, Birmingham, Alabama 


It was moved, seconded, put to a vote, and carried that the report of the 
Nominating Committee be accepted. It was moved, seconded, put to a vote, 
and carried that the Secretary be instructed to cast one ballot for the election 
of this slate. Mr. Postell then introduced the new officers. 


HONORARY MEMBERSHIP 


The Board of Directors had nominated Mrs. Mary E. Irish for honorary 
membership. The acceptance of this nomination by the Association was moved, 
seconded, put to a vote, and carried. 


RESOLUTIONS 


Miss Janet Doe proposed the adoption of the following resolution out of 
concern for the United States Information Service Libraries which have been 
including medical literature in their book stocks due to the great difficulty 
that libraries abroad have in securing American medical literature: 

“Whereas, the medical literature hitherto supplied to libraries of the United 
States Information Service for reference use at information centers in certain 
countries has been virtually the only means available to the medical profession 
of these countries for keeping up with advances in American medicine, and 

“Whereas, the promotion of health in these countries as a foundation of their 
economic welfare is in the interest of the United States, and 

“Whereas, it has been reported that purchases of books and periodicals for 
the overseas libraries operated by the United States Department of State have 
dropped over 90 per cent, from a monthly average of 20,623 last year to 1,592 
in April 1953, 

“Therefore, be it Resolved, that the Medical Library Association, in confer- 
ence assembled, June 16-19, 1953, realizing the complete dependence of doctors 


everywhere on prompt access to new medical knowledge, deplores the necessity 
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for reducing the supply of current literature to the U.S.LS. libraries, and ex- 
presses the urgent hope that the Department of State will reconsider such a 
decrease as far as it relates to medical books and journals, and will restore to 
those libraries the regular flow of this vital literature in countries in need of it, 
and 

“Be it further Resolved, that copies of this resolution be sent to the President 
of the United States, to the Secretary of State, and to the United States Senate 
Committee on Government Operations.” 

The adoption of the resolution was moved, seconded, put to a vote, and 
carried unanimously. 


Mr. Scott Adams offered the adoption of the following resolution: 

“To the members of the First International Congress on Medical Librarian- 
ship, greetings: 

“On this occasion, we, the members of the Medical Library Association, 
assembled in annual convention at Salt Lake City, Utah, June 16-19, 1953, 
wish to express cordial greetings to our colleagues of many countries meeting 
at London. May your deliberations be fruitful; may the many friendships to be 
established at your meeting result in ever closer bonds of international unity 
and understanding; may we continue to collaborate to the end that medical 
librarianship may play its part in advancing health and peace throughout the 
world.” 

The adoption of the resolution was moved, seconded, put to a vote, and 
carried unanimously. 


A humourous note was injected at this point when Scott Adams and Fred 
Kilgour each amusingly presented Mr. Postell with joke books in order to 
fortify him for any future role as his at this convention, with the hope that he 
would be every bit as entertaining as he was while presiding during this meeting. 
Miss Dondale, incoming President, immediately requested an interlibrary 
loan of these volumes. 

Miss L. Margueriete Prime expressed appreciation for the services of Mr. 
Postell for 1952-53 and for his devotion to the responsibility of the office of 
President. Standing applause followed. 

The incoming President, Miss Dondale, was then introduced and received 
the gavel from the retiring President, Mr. Postell. 

In customary fashion Mr. James F. Ballard presented the final resolution: 

“That the Medical Library Association, in convention assembled, at Salt 
Lake City, Utah, June, 1953, expresses its sincere appreciation to all those 
who have made its 52nd Annual Meeting a success, and especially to the Uni- 
versity of Utah, the College of Medicine of the University, the State Medical 
Association, and the local Veterans Hospital, and particularly to the Hospitality 
Committee and its hard working chairman, Mrs. Louise Small, and to the 
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Convention Chairman, Miss Isabelle T. Anderson and her med staff. Miss 
Anderson accepted a herculean task and carried it on to success.’ 

The adoption of the motion was moved. seconded, put to a vote, and was 
carried unanimously. 

In the words of Mr. Postell, ‘“‘the 1953 convention is now history.” The 
meeting was adjourned. 









An afternoon bus tour of interesting scenic places in the valley and mountains 
took most of the members to Great Salt Lake, the Bingham Copper Mine 
(the world’s largest open-pit copper mine), and Canyon Ski Area in Big Cotton- 
wood Canyon. Seeing wild flowers near snow-covered patches of ground 
pleased many who went on short walks before buffet dinner high in the moun- 
tains at the Alpine Rose Lodge, Brighton, Utah. This outing provided an 
enjoyable and fitting climax to the Fifty-second Annual Meeting of the Medical 
Library Association. 













LIST OF THOSE IN ATTENDANCE AT 52ND ANNUAL MEETING, 
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, JUNE 16-19, 1953 

ALABAMA 

Mrs. Sarah C. 





Brown, Medical College of Alabama, Birmingham 


ARKANSAS 





Mrs. Elizabeth D. Marsh, University of Arkansas School of Medicine, Little Rock 
Miss Jessie W. Miller, Veterans Administration Hospital Medical Library, Little Rock 














CALIFORNIA 


Miss Edwarda M. Adams, Langley Porter Clinic Library, San Francisco 

Mr. William L. Butler, J. W. Stacey, Inc., San Francisco 

Miss Gertrude M. Clark, Los Angeles County Medical Association, Los Angeles 

Mrs. Edna L. Colburn, Glendale Sanitarium and Hospital, Glendale 

Mrs. Ella M. Crandall, Los Angeles County General Hospital Medical Library, Los Angeles 

Miss Margaret Cressaty, College of Osteopathic Physicians and Surgeons, Los Angeles 

Mrs. Dorothy Dragonette, University of Southern California College of Dentistry, Los 
Angeles 

Mr. Ben de Gorter, Rexall-Riker, Los Angeles 

Miss Alba W. Eldredge, University of California Medical Center Library, San Francisco 

Mrs. Anna Hoen, Stanford University Lane Medical Library, San Francisco 

Miss Edith F. Humphrey, St. Mary’s Hospital Libraries, San Francisco 

Miss Agnes Imbrie, Los Angeles County Public Health Library, Los Angeles 

Miss Anna P. Kennedy, Alameda Contra Costa Medical Association, Oakland 

Miss Mary Knights, Stanford University Lane Medical Library, San Francisco 

Miss Clara Manson, Stanford University Lane Medical Library, San Francisco 

Miss Joyce Marson, College of Medical Evangelists, White Memorial Medical Library, 
Los Angeles 

Mr. J. Lloyd Miller, J. W. Stacey, Inc., San Francisco 

Miss Allie R. Owen, College of Medical Evangelists Library, Loma Linda 

Miss Arline Robinson, College of Physicians and Surgeons of San Francisco, San Francisco 












118 MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 









Miss Eloise J. Ryan, Veterans Administration Hospital, Medical Library, San Francisco 

Miss Janet L. Thomas, University of California, Donner Laboratory of Medical Physics, 
Berkeley 

Miss Alleen Thompson, California State Department of Public Health, Berkeley 

Mrs. Carmenina Tomassini, University of California Medical Center Library, San Francisco 











COLORADO 






Miss Myrna A. Barrett, Fitzsimons Army Hospital, Denver 
Miss Inez Callaway, Veterans Administration Hospital, Grand Junction 
Miss Melecia E. Cranny, Denver General Hospital, Denver 

Mrs. Lillian B. Dumke, University of Colorado Medical School, Denver 
Mr. Ned Eig, National Jewish Hospital, Denver 

Miss Barbara Hurley, Denver Medical Society Library, Denver 

Miss Kathryn E. Mayer, Veterans Administration Hospital, Denver 
Mrs. Albert E. Morton, Corwin Hospital, Pueblo 













CONNECTICUT 





Mr. Frederick G. Kilgour, Yale Medical Library, New Haven 
Mrs. Henrietta T. Perkins, Yale Medical Library, New Haven 
Miss Marilyn Wright, St. Vincent’s Hospital Medical Library, Bridgeport 









District oF COLUMBIA 






Mr. Robert B. Austin, Armed Forces Medical Library 
Miss Estelle Brodman, Armed Forces Medical Library 
Miss Mary E. Grinnell, Armed Forces Medical Library 








FLORIDA 






Miss Marcella Glasgow, University of Miami School of Medicine Library and Jackson Me- 
morial Hospital Library, Coral Gables 







GEORGIA 





Miss Caroline J. Barker, Emory University, A. W. Calhoun Medical Library, Emory Uni- 


versity 







IDAHO 


Miss Reva Nearhood, Veterans Administration Hospital, Boise 
Mrs. Ina Pearson, Idaho State College, College of Pharmacy, Pocatello 








ILLINOIS 







Miss Elsie Bergland, University of Illinois Library of Medical Sciences, Chicago 
Dr. George B. Denton, American Dental Association, Chicago 

Miss Charlotte Drew, Children’s Memorial Hospital, Joseph Brenneman Library, Chicago 
Mrs. Vera Flandorf, Children’s Memorial Hospital, Nurses’ and Children’s Libraries, Chicago 
Miss Magdalene Freyder, American Medical Association Library, Chicago 

Mrs. Frances B. Jenkins, University of Illinois Library School, Urbana 

Miss Angeline McNeill, St. Luke’s Hospital Medical Library, Chicago 

Miss Ann Orfanos, Loyola University Dental School, Chicago 

Miss L. Margueriete Prime, American College of Surgeons, Chicago 

Miss Wilma Troxel, University of Illinois Library of Medical Sciences, Chicago 

Dr. Donald Washburn, American Dental Association, Chicago 
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INDIANA 


Miss Mary C. Devereaux, Mead Johnson & Co., Evansville 

Miss Bernice L. Dunten, Purdue University School of Pharmacy Library, West Lafayette 
Miss Marguerite Gima, St. Margaret Hospital Memorial Medical Library, Hammond 
Mrs. Esther M. Goettling, Pitman-Moore Co. Library, Indianapolis 

Miss Louise C. Lage, Lilly Research Laboratories Library, Indianapolis 

Mrs. Irene M. Strieby, Lilly Research Laboratories Library, Indianapolis 


Iowa 
Dr. Jeannette Dean-Throckmorton, Iowa State Medical Library, Des Moines 
Mrs. Marion C. Wood, Iowa State Medical Library, Des Moines 
KANSAS 
Miss Vesta E. Walker, Menninger Clinic Library, Topeka 
KENTUCKY 


Miss Margaret Lavin, University of Louisville School of Dentistry, Louisville 
Miss Helen Woelfel, Army Medical Research Laboratory Library, Fort Knox 


LOUISIANA 


Miss Mary Louise Marshall, Tulane University School of Medicine and Orleans Parish 


Medical Society Library, New Orleans 
Mr. William D. Postell, Louisiana State University School of Medicine Library, New Orleans 
Miss E. Louise Williams, Tulane University School of Medicine Library, New Orleans 


MARYLAND 


Mr. Scott Adams, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda 
Miss Helen G. Field, National Institute of Mental Health, Bethesda 
Miss Helen Wheeler, Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of the State of Maryland Library, 
Baltimore 
MASSACHUSETTS 


Mr. James F. Ballard, Boston Medical Library, Boston 
Miss Clara A. Robeson, Massachusetts College of Pharmacy, Boston 
Miss Wilma E. Winters, Boston University School of Medicine, Boston 


MICHIGAN 


Mrs. Chloe S. Brewer, Oscar LeSeure Professional Library, Grace Hospital, Detroit 

Miss Marion H. Wells, Harper Hospital Library, Detroit 

Miss Helen A. Wolter, University of Michigan Medica] Library, Ann Arbor 
MINNESOTA 


Miss Catherine Kennedy, Mayo Clinic Library, Rochester 
Miss Frida Pliefke, Hennepin County Medical Society, Minneapolis 
Miss Mary M. Post, Ramsey County Medical Society Library, St. Paul 


MISSOURI 


Miss Audrey L. Kargus, St. Louis Medical Society Library, St. Louis 


MONTANA 


Miss Sue Biethan, West Yellowstone 
Miss Cecil Bull, University of Montana, Missoula 
Mr. Aeneas P. Collins, Rocky Mountain Laboratory Library, Hamilton 
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NEBRASKA 


Miss Bernice M. Hetzner, University of Nebraska College of Medicine, Omaha 
Miss Marjorie Wannarka, Creighton University School of Medicine Library, Omaha 


New MExIco 


Mrs. Marcia D. Buchanan, Lovelace Foundation Library, Albuquerque 
Mrs. Nina B. Duncan, Bernalillo County Medical Society Library, St. Joseph Hospital, 
Albuquerque 


NEw York 


Miss Janet Doe, New York Academy of Medicine, New York City 

Miss Marion F. Dondale, Albany Medical College, Albany 

Mr. Wesley Draper, Medical Society of the County of Kings and Academy of Medicine of 
Brooklyn Library, Brooklyn 

Miss Mary A. Fenlon, New York City Department of Health, New York City 

Mr. Paul Gottschalk, New York 

Miss Lucile Graveler, Commonwealth Fund Library, New York 

Mr. Walter A. Hafner, Stechert-Hafner, Inc., New York 

Miss Helen Hlavac, New York University College of Dentistry, New York 

Miss Eleanor Johnson, New York Academy of Medicine, New York 

Miss Esther Judkins, Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research Library, New York 

Mr. Harold Oatfield, Charles Pfizer & Co., Inc., Brooklyn 

Miss Anna M. Sexton, New York State Department of Health, Division of Laboratories 
Library, Albany 

Mrs. Alice D. Weaver, New York Academy of Medicine, New York 


OuI10 


Miss Ada L. Floyd, Cleveland Medical Library Association, Cleveland 
Miss Mathilda Muyskens, Toledo Medical Library Association, Toledo 
Dr. William Jerome Wilson, Armed Forces Medical Library, Cleveland 


OKLAHOMA 


Miss Irma A. Beehler, Tulsa County Medical Society Library, Tulsa 
Miss Lilah B. Heck, University of Oklahoma School of Medicine Library, Oklahoma City 


OREGON 


Mr. Thomas H. Cahalan, University of Oregon Dental School Library, Portland 
Miss Bertha B. Hailam, University of Oregon Medical School Library, Portland 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Miss Charlotte E. Coffman, Temple University Dental-Pharmacy Schools, Philadelphia 

Mrs. Barbara Cowles, Guthrie Clinic Library, Sayre 

Miss Ida J. Draeger, Women’s Medical College of Pennsylvania Library, Philadelphia 

Miss Lucy Finkel, Hahnemann Medical College, Philadelphia 

Mrs. Marjorie Lentz, Philadelphia 

Mr. Robert T. Lentz, Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia 

Miss Alice M. McCann, University of Pittsburgh Schools of Medicine and Dentistry Library, 
Pittsburgh 

Mr. Elliott H. Morse, College of Physicians of Philadelphia, Philadelphia 

Miss Anne Patricia Wallgren, University of Pittsburgh School of Public Health, Pittsburgh 

Miss Ruth E. Yarger, Temple University Medical School Library, Philadelphia 
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TENNESSEE 


Miss Emily H. McCurdy, University of Tennessee College of Medicine Library, Memphis 
Mrs. Suzanne S. Miller, Veterans Administration Hospital Library, Nashville 
Miss Eleanor G. Steinke, Vanderbilt University School of Medicine Library, Nashville 


TEXAS 


Mrs. Violet M. Baird, Southwestern Medical School, Dallas 

Miss Eva Bowden, University of Texas Dental Branch, Houston 

Miss Pauline Duffield, Texas Medical Association, Austin 

Miss Helen M. Holt, Houston Academy of Medicine Library, Houston 

Miss Elisabeth D. Runge, University of Texas School of Medicine Library, Galveston 
Miss Gertrude Wiedeman, University of Texas School of Medicine Library, Galveston 


UTAH 


Miss Isabelle T. Anderson, University of Utah Medical Library, Salt Lake City 

Miss Lily Fink, University of Utah Medical Library, Salt Lake City 

Mrs. Ruth Fister, University of Utah County Hospital Medical Library Branch, Salt Lake 
City 

Mr. A. J. Fuguel, University of Utah Medical Library, Salt Lake City 

Miss Joan Gilmore, University of Utah Library, Salt Lake City 

Miss Mary Jane Hair, University of Utah Library, Salt Lake City 

Miss Priscilla M. Mayden, Veterans Administration Hospital, Ft. Douglas, Salt Lake City 

Dr. George E. Osborne, University of Utah College of Pharmacy, Salt Lake City 

Mrs. Louise Small, Veterans Administration Hospital, Ft. Douglas, Salt Lake City 

Miss Lenore Stevens, Veterans Administration Hospital, Salt Lake City 


WASHINGTON 


Mr. Alderson Fry, University of Washington Health Sciences Library, Seattle 
Miss Ruth E. Harlamert, King County Medical Society Library, Seattle 
Miss Marjorie Weber, Spokane Medical Library, Spokane 


WISCONSIN 


Mrs. Edith Dernehl, Marquette University School of Medicine Library, Milwaukee 
Miss Otilia D. Goode, Veterans Administration Hospital, Wood 


ARGENTINA 
Mr. Rodolfo Tannchen, Cérdoba 
BRAZIL 


Miss Aida Furtado Lins, National Library, Rio de Janeiro 


CANADA 
Miss Doreen Fraser, University of British Columbia, Vancouver 
Miss Grace Giles, University of Saskatchewan Medical Library, Saskatoon 
Miss Edith Ross Gordon, McGill University Medical Library, Montreal 
Miss Marian Patterson, Academy of Medicine, Toronto 
Miss Barbara Wilson, Faculty of Medicine, University of Western Ontario Library, Ontario 


HaAwall 


Mrs. Ethel Hill, Honolulu County Medical Library, Honolulu 
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INDIA 


Miss Indu Nawathe, Bai Jerbai Medical College Library, Poona, Bombay 


HOSTS—Satt LAKE City 


Dr. John Z. Bowers, Dean, University of Utah, College of Medicine 
Dr. Kenneth B. Castleton, President, Utah State Medical Association 
Dr. Louis S. Goodman, University of Utah, College of Medicine 

Dr. L. David Hiner, Dean, University of Utah, College of Pharmacy 
Dr. Allan C. Thurman, Veterans Administration Hospital, Ft. Douglas 


GUESTS 


Dr. C. H. Hardin Branch, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Mrs. Charles F. Gosnell, Albany, New York 
Dr. Charles F. Gosnell, Albany, New York 
Mrs. L. David Hiner, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Mr. L. H. Kirkpatrick, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Dr. Chauncey D. Leake, Galveston, Texas 

Dr. Frank A. Lundy, Lincoln, Nebraska 

Dr. Fayette E. Stephens, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Dr. Madison Thomas, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Dr. Frank H. Tyler, Salt Lake City, Utah 












Short Communications to the 
Editor 








A FEW COLLECTED OBSERVATIONS ON PLAGUE 
By Howarp Ditrrick, M.D. 
Cleveland, Ohio 



































The article on ‘Medieval Epidemics” by Estelle Brodman in the BULLETIN 

(1) contains an informative and entertaining account of the visitation of the 
plague in Europe. In an earlier number of this same publication, (2) Thomas 
E. Keys has reprinted many classical descriptions of the plague in literature. 
These two articles have recalled to me a visit to the church of San Rocco in 
Venice in 1928. 

This church was built as a votive offering to that plague saint in gratitude 
for the relief of Venice from this peril, and it contains paintings by Tintoretto 
depicting plague scenes. These paintings show the various signs of the disease 
as enumerated in Directions for the Searchers during the Great Plague in 
London in 1665. 

On the voyage home I visited with the ship surgeon, H. O. Packer, a retired 
Colonel of the British Army who was interested in medical history, and to- 
gether we examined reproductions of Tintoretto’s pictures. He presented me 
with a copy of the Journal of the Royal Army Medical Corps for May 1928, 
containing an address on “Some Medical References in Pepys,’ delivered at 
the Royal Society of Medicine by Lt. Col. W. P. MacArthur. (3) The author 
was Professor of Tropical Medicine, Royal Army Med‘cal College, University 
of London. 

In the instructions to searchers by the College of Physicians, Pepys recorded 
that emphasis was placed upon the physical signs of plague. The botches or 
buboes in the neck, axilla, or groin, the carbuncles or gangrenous patches of the 
skin, the tokens or hemorrhagic spots, and the blains or blisters; these four 
signs portrayed a picture so exact, and yet so terrifying, that my curiosity 
was aroused to learn if these manifestations were present in epidemics of less 
virulence in subsequent times. 

On a few occasions the opportunity occurred to discuss the recurrence of the 
signs with authorities who had had experience with the plague and these men 
kindly wrote their remarks in the margins of Col. MacArthur’s reprint. Dr. G. 
Franchini, Professor of Tropical Medicine, University of Bologna, made the 
following note: ‘‘I have seen in Italian Somaliland some cases of plague with 


123 


124 SHORT COMMUNICATIONS TO THE EDITOR 


larger ulceration and gangrene extending from the area of the buboes; some- 
times I have seen small blisters and also hemorrhagic spots.” 

Dr. W. Doorenbos of Suez, chief bacteriologist of the International Quaran- 
tine Board, on a visit to Cleveland, has written this comment: “I have seen in 
Java during a severe epidemic of bubonic plague (1924) patients with small 
blisters on the arm (these blisters contained a fluid swarming with plague 
bacilli). Sometimes I saw carbuncles (diameter 15 cm.). These symptoms of 
‘skin plague’ are not common; I saw them 3 or 4 times during the course of the 
epidemic (1400 cases).”’ 

Col. MacArthur commented by letter on Dr. Doorenbos’ statement as 
follows: ‘‘As regards the skin lesions in plague, I have always believed that 
these were common in old times because of the greater chance of heavy infec- 
tion then obtaining. The frequent mention of carbuncles, tokens and blains in 
early times, not only in medical writings but also in ordinary literature—either 
with a direct application or metaphorically—shows how familiar they were to 
everyone then. You will be familiar doubtless with such references in English 
literature. This is a great change from modern experience, and I am interested 
to note that your friend (out of a large number of cases) saw carbuncles and 
blains only in some .2 per cent, and seemingly, as he does not mention them, 
did not see tokens at all. This is quite in keeping with my own experience.”’ 

These observations may throw some further light on the signs of the plague, 


the knowledge of which has been accumulating from the days of Thucydides, 
through Boccaccio, Chaucer, and Defoe, and students of tropical medicine of 
today. 
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Editorials 





PUBLIC RELATIONS 
A GuEst EDITORIAL 


What does the term “good public relations” mean as applied to libraries? 
It does not mean that a small library can always provide the many types of 
services which a large library supplies, nor does it mean that a large library can 
always extend the personalized service of a small library. It does not mean that 
appreciation and good will can be achieved merely by high pressure salesman- 
ship and publicity. It does not even mean that a library can give every patron 
all that he wants every time he asks for assistance. Basically, good public 
relations in libraries simply means reaching for every opportunity within the 
library’s sphere of activity to extend skillful service with the true spirit of 
service. 

Certainly the fact that special emphasis has not always been directed to the 
library’s relations with its clientele is somewhat responsible for the incorrect 
concept of the librarian as the stern, aloof, and disinterested character often 
depicted in fiction and motion pictures. Lack of this emphasis by our pro- 
fessional predecessors is perhaps also partially responsible for the struggle of 
today’s librarians to convince administrators of the need for more space, larger 
budgets, and increased staffs. 

(ne cannot help but wonder if the present situation of libraries would not be 
easier and brighter if as much attention had been directed from the beginning 
to public relations as to such subjects as cataloging and classification. If our 
professional journals had devoted through the years one half as much space to 
the former as they did to the latter, might not the library picture be a little 
different? Surely those few unpleasant and unfriendly librarians who have 
caused so much harm to a profession which should be the personification of 
service would have been forced to disappear much faster and, eventually, 
completely. 

If, in the past, attention had been directed to the fact that a gracious manner 
is as important in dealing with the public as a library degree, our recruiting 
committees might not now need to spend so much time trying to erase the 
wrong impression that a few “misplaced persons” have created and are still 
creating. 

It would seem that the first step in a library’s public relations program should 
be to eliminate those comparatively few remaining staff members who appear 
to be congenitally unable to be pleasant and cordial in contacts with the public, 
and to be extremely careful to scrutinize the personalities as well as the training 
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of all prospective applicants. Succeeding steps would thereby be simplified 
and libraries might then be well on the way towards the attainment of those 
objectives which are, it is no secret, reached faster by good public relations than 
by any other way. 

To give public relations the important emphasis that it should have in every 
library, it might be well for all of us to adopt as a permanent part of our pro- 
fessional armamentarium the thought that the attitude of librarians toward 
patrons is mirrored in public opinion of the library’s fulfillment of its purpose. 

Mitprep R. CRowE 


AMATEURS OR PROFESSIONALS IN THE WRITING OF 
MEDICAL HISTORY 

There is one group of writers and speakers which holds that the professional 
historian alone is capable of writing on medical history and that amateurs are 
poachers who should go back to their other pursuits. Such an attitude leads, it 
seems to us, to an inbreeding and sterility in medical history which may result, 
through the door of loss of interest in medical history by the very people who 
should be concerned with it, to a drying up of the sources of inspiration. 

This does not mean that anyone who has, or thinks he has, an interest in the 
history of medicine can write about it. No one who thinks he has an interest in 
surgery would be allowed to try his hand at an appendectomy without rigorous 
training. The poor, ineffectual, unscientific medical-historical writing which 
manages to get published even today is a disgrace both to the Journals in which 
it appears and to the authors who write it. It must be the job of editors, program 
chairmen, and others responsible for encouraging this work to point out how it 
falls short of the standards of a scholarly job. Sweeping conclusions drawn from 
small bits of evidence, undocumented assertions, rambling accounts without 
form and purpose, and “puffing” must be rigorously weeded out, of course. 

Writers on the history of medicine must not, on the other hand, fall into the 
pitfall of going to the other extreme and divorcing the subject from reality. 
Medical events take place against a background of social conditions; three- 
dimensional! people act in them and are acted upon by human forces; and not 
everything is set down in written documents. 

Why do people take an interest in medical history? According to some, the 
study of medical history is the harmless hobby of the doddering, and anything 
earlier than the next-to-the-last edition of a medical work is unimportant. But 
as Patrick Henry put it, “I know no way to judge the future but by the past.” 
A study of the past is not necessarily a study of the out-of-date. A knowledge of 
how those before us solved or attempted to solve the same problems with which 
we are faced may give us the reasons for our present situation, and may some- 
times tell us when it would be advantageous to change their solutions. As 
Lessing has pointed out, history gives meaning to the meaningless. Occasion- 
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ally, too, in such a study, leads which had not been followed up earlier can be 
investigated; but mostly, a study of medical history is undertaken as an intro- 
duction to the present. 

In this the amateur has as rightful! a place as the professional. Indeed, by the 
very fact that he is usually engaged in some different, though usually closely 
allied pursuit, he can bring to the study of medical history a wider perspective 
and a greater understanding of the problems to be solved than can the pro- 
fessional. What is needed, however, is the care, accuracy, and scientific spirit 
which the amateur puts into his more professional work; and here the pro- 
fessional historian can help by making historical standards clear to the amateur. 
Looked at selfishly, moreover, it is well to remember that the amateur usually 
underwrites the work of the professional for remuneration. 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 


(Supplements List in October Issue) 
Gifts and Grants Committee 
Tuomas E. Krys, Chairman 
BeERTHA B. HALLAM 
EMERSON CrosBy KeELLy, M.D. 
FOSTER MOHRHARDT 
R. A. SCHLUETER 


Joint Committee on Standards for Pharmacy School Libraries (A ACP) 


RicHarD A. Deno, Pu.D., Chairman (College of Pharmacy, University 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan) 

CuHartotTre E. Corrman (University school) 

CiarA D. Roseson (Independent school) 

WINIFRED SEWELL (Pharmaceutical librarian, appointed by SLA) 

Mrs. IRENE M. Striesy (Pharmaceutical librarian, appointed by SLA) 


Criteria and Standards for Pharmacy School Libraries |Correction| 


Mrs. ELizABETH JOHNSON, Chairman 
CHARLOTTE E. COFFMAN 
Mrs. EmILig E. DoLe 
Mrs. INA PEARSON 
CLARA A. ROBESON 
DoROTHEA WHEELER 
PLANNING FOR 1954 ANNUAL MEETING 

The 1954 Annual Meeting of the Association will be held in Washington, 
June 15-18, with headquarters at the air-conditioned Hotel Statler. Pre-con- 
vention tours to such points of interest as the White House (advance registra- 
tion required) and a foreign embassy are planned. One session will be held in the 
Library of Congress, another in the new Clinical Center, National Institutes of 
Health, and visits will be made to the Armed Forces Medical Library and the 
National Naval Medical Center. 

The program will include presentations on Federal support for research, 
medical library architecture, the question of an International Medical Library 
Association, as well as group meetings for the Medical School, Dental School, 
Medical Society, Hospital Library, and Pharmaceutical groups. Dr. Detlev 
Bronk of the Rockefeller Institute will be the banquet speaker. 
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The United States Book Exchange is planning an Open House to be held be- 
fore and after the Medical Library Association Meeting, opening its shelves to 
members who wish to make on-the-spot selections. 

In June the Washington weather is warm but cools off in the evening. Light 
weight dresses and suits with a coat for the ladies for the evening are rec- 
ommended. A more detailed program will appear in the April issue of the 
BULLETIN. 

ANNUAL MEETINGS FOR 1955 AND 1956 

The Annual Meeting in 1955 will be held, probably June 21-24, in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. Mrs. Edith Dernehl will be in charge and Marquette University 
School of Medicine the host library. Marquette will be celebrating its cen- 


tennial. 
The Annual meeting in 1956 will be held in Los Angeles in June. 
NEW YORK REGIONAL GROUP 

The Fall meeting of the New York Regional Group of the Medical Library 
Association was held on Saturday, November 7th, at the Mount Sinai Hospital, 
Fifth Avenue at 100th Street, New York City. 

The morning program consisted of round-table discussions divided into the 
following group topics with their leaders: bibliographic work, Mr. Edmund A. 
Tilly, Lehn & Fink Products Co., and Mr. Frederick A. Kilgour, Yale Medical 
Library; binding, Mr. Fred A. Pheulpin, College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
Columbia University; organization of material (cataloging, etc.), Mrs. Erna 
Russo, New York Academy of Medicine, and Mr. C. Donald Cook, School of 
Library Service, Columbia University; and union catalog in the N. Y. area, 
Mrs. Margo Franck, H. W. Wilson Co., and Mr. Wesley Draper, Medical 
Society of the County of Kings. 

After luncheon and a brief business meeting, Dr. Claude EF. Heaton presented 
the main address of the meeting on Developments in Obstetrical Practices. 
Reports on the First International Congress on Medical Librarianship were 
given by Miss Gertrude Annan of the New York Academy of Medicine and 
Miss Pauline Vaillancourt of the Mary Immaculate Hospital. 

Serving on the program committee were Misses Betty Reynolds, Augusta 
Poliakoff, Lucile Graveler, Lois B. Miller, Rosalie Saitta, and Messrs. John 
P. Ische and Erich Meyerhoff. 


CONTRIBUTIONS FOR VITAL NOTES 
Contributions for Vital Notes on Medical Periodicals, published by the Associ- 
ation, should be sent to Mrs. Elizabeth F. Bready, Library of the College of 
Physicians of Philadelphia, 19 S. 22 St., Philadelphia 3, Penna. New titles or 
title changes since 1950 are desired. Information on date of first issue, fre- 
quency, address, and price should be sent. Since this is a cooperative venture, 
the more individuals who contribute, the more successful Vital Votes will be. 





News Items 


HONORS TO MEDICAL LIBRARIANS: 


I. Miss DICKERMAN FETED BY RHODE ISLAND MEDICAL SOCIETY 


Miss Grace S. Dickerman, Librarian Emeritus of the Rhode Island Medical 
Society was honored at the 142nd Annual Meeting of the Society in Providence 
on May 5, 1953, for her 50th anniversary as Librarian and Librarian Emeritus. 
Together with Dr. M. H. Sullivan of Newport, Rhode Island, who received an 
award as “Practitioner of the Year,”’ Miss Dickerman was the honored guest at 
the annual banquet of the Society. A scroll attesting to Miss Dickerman’s 
services was presented to her. 


II. First QUARTER CENTURY FOR MR. ROBERT B. AUSTIN 


A brief ceremony was held in the Office of the Director, Lt. Colonel Frank 
B. Rogersof the Armed Forces Medical Library, Washington, D. C., on Septem- 
ber 10th, which marked the completion of 25 years of service to the Library by 
Mr. Robert B. Austin, Assistant Chief of the Reference Division. The Director 
presented to Mr. Austin a Certificate of Achievement signed by The Surgeon 
General of the Army, and addressed Mr. Austin as follows: 


During your years here you have worked in various sections of the Library, and have 
rendered yoeman service in all capacities. I am sure all your colleagues are impressed, as I am, 
with the careful handling of every detail of your work, with your generosity and kindness to 
patrons and fellow workers alike, and with your devotion to the best interests of the Library 
and to medical librarianship generally. We congratulate you on reaching this milestone in 
your career, and we look forward to our continued association during the years ahead, just as 
we have found pleasure and satisfaction in working with you during years passed. 


On Saturday evening, September 12th, sixty-two Washington and out-of- 
town friends of Mr. Austin gathered to honor him at a testimonial dinner at the 
Congressional Hotel in Washington. Lieutenant Colonel Frank B. Rogers served 
as toastmaster, and Miss Carrie Duncan, Dr. Atherton Seidell, and Miss 
Mildred E. Blake spoke in tribute to Mr. Austin. Mrs. Florence Cooksley, 
on behalf of the group, presented to Mr. Austin a handsome scrapbook of pic- 
tures and congratulatory messages from all his friends. In his response, Mr. 
Austin magnanimously paid tribute to his staff, noted the tremendous 
changes that have occurred during his period of service, and said that 
at one time he had been worried about the future of the Library, but that was 
some twenty years ago. 
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LIBRARY-ADMINISTRATION BUILDING DEDICATED AT 
COLLEGE OF MEDICAL EVANGELISTS 


Librarians and educators of Southern California attended the dedicatory 
services of the College of Medical Evangelists’ $325,000 new Library-Admin- 
istration building on the campus at Loma Linda, California, Sunday, Septem- 
ber 13. 

The modern concrete and brick structure containing 22,000 square feet of 
floor space has a capacity of approximately 60,000 volumes and will accom- 
modate two hundred persons. A spacious reading room, eighteen open and 
eighteen locked study carrels, a seminar, a history and a gift and exchange 
room as well as the librarian’s office and technical services areas comprise the 
excellent facilities. 


BIOGRAPHY OF GERVASE MARKHAM 


Mr. F. N. L. Poynter, Deputy Librarian, Wellcome Historical Medical 
Library, London, W. C. 1, England, is engaged in writing a biography of 
Gervase Markham (1568?-1637), who published books on veterinary and 
domestic medicine and on country life, as well as plays and poems, some of 
which have been attributed to Christopher Marlowe. Mr. Poynter would be 
glad to be informed of holdings of Markham’s works, as well as any unpub- 
lished or obscure material about him. 

INSTITUTE ON SCIENCE LITERATURE SERVICE 

A five-day institute on current problems of science literature was held at the 
School of Library Service, Columbia University, on August 17—21st, under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Thomas P. Fleming, Professor of Library Service and 
Librarian, Medical-Natural Science Libraries, Columbia University. Papers 
and discussions centered on the role of the science librarian, the literature of the 
sciences, preparation of scientific papers and reports, indexing and abstracting, 
mechanical documentation, and searching the literature. Mr. R. R. Hawkins, 
Dr. C. L. Bernier, Dr. J. F. Flynn, Dr. J. P. Smith, Dr. I. H. Wahrheit, Dr. 
Mortimer Taube, and Dr. J. W. Perry joined Mr. Fleming in leading the dis- 
cussion. A total of 106 people attended the Institute. They came from fourteen 
states and three Canadian provinces. Representatives were present from thirty- 
nine industrial organizations, six academic institutions, and five public libraries. 


HOSPITAL LIBRARIES OBJECTIVES AND STANDARDS 


The first official objectives for hospital libraries have been drawn up by 
special committees of three library associations. The guide, which specifies 
standards for patients’ libraries, hospital medical libraries, and nursing school 
libraries, is based on an outline drawn in 1937 by Miss Perrie Jones, now 
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Librarian of the St. Paul Public Library. It spells out size of staff, qualifica- 
tions, and duties of staff members, minimum number of volumes required, the 
library budget, equipment and location of libraries, and the functions of ad- 
visory library committees. 

The objectives and standards have been accepted and endorsed by the 
American Hospital Association, American College of Surgeons, National 
League for Nursing Education, American Library Association, Medical Li- 
bary Association, and Special Libraries Association. The booklet may be ob- 
tained without charge from Headquarters Librarian, American Library Asso- 
ciation, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago 11, Illinois. 

COPNIP LIST 

The Committee on Pharmacomedical Non-Serial Industrial Publications of 
the Pharmaceutical Section of the Science-Technology Division of the Special 
Libraries Association announced publication in September of the first issue of 
its new quarterly, Copnip List. 

It includes listings of current informational pamphlet material, popular and 
technical, issued by manufacturers in the pharmaceutical and related industries 
and by organizations such as trade associations or foundations supported by 
them. Material covered has value in the pharmaceutical, medical, and veteri- 
nary fields and in aspects of chemistry, physics, or technology related to these 
fields. House organs, trade lists, and certain types of advertising literature are 
not included. The first issue of Copnip List contains seventy-five titles and 
covers published material since January 1952. The publication will include an 
annual index by author, company, and subject. 

Serving on this project are committee chairman Mollie G. Weller, Librarian 
of Stine Laboratory, E. I. DuPont de Nemours & Co.; Ruth Mishnun, Squibb 
Institute for Medical Research; Katherine C. Owen, Winthrop-Stearns; and 
Lorena E. Keyl, Upjohn Company. 

Subscription is $3.00 per year, payable to the Pharmaceutical Section, 
Special Libraries Association. Orders and checks should be sent to Mrs. Kather- 
ine C. Owen, Winthrop-Stearns, Inc., 1450 Broadway, New York 18, New 
York. 

NEW SERIES ON COORDINATE INDEXING 

Documentation Incorporated announced the publication in October of the 
first volume of a new series of publications, Studies in Coordinate Indexing. 
The volume sells for $3.00. Send orders and checks to Documentation In- 
corporated, 1832 Jefferson Place N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION ESTABLISHES SCIENTIFIC 
TRANSLATIONS CENTER AT LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 


A center for holding and photoduplicating foreign scientific translations 
has been established by the National Science Foundation in the Science Division 
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of the Library of Congress. Partial support for the project has been contributed 
by the U. S. Atomic Energy Commission. Establishment of the translations 
center is part of a Foundation program to assist American scientists in keeping 
informed about current scientific progress in other countries. 

Scientific translations will be collected from many sources, including Govern- 
ment agencies, scientific societies, industrial laboratories, and universities. 
Initially, the center will put major emphasis upon translations from Russian 
scientific journals, although it is hoped eventually to add material from other 
languages for more comprehensive coverage of the world’s scientific literature. 
Monthly lists of translations newly received will be issued by the Library of 
Congress. The monthly listings will include notices of translations available by 
direct purchase from commercial and other translating services, but the center 
will not supply photocopies of such material. 

The price list established by the center for copies of translations is as follows: 
photostats or enlarged microprints, 1 to 10 pages, $1.25; 11 to 15 pages, $1.75; 
and microfilms, 1 to 50 pages, $1.00. Inquiries about the new service should be 
addressed to the Scientific Translations Center, Science Division, Library of 
Congress, Washington 25, D. C. 


INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS 
MEETING, VIENNA, AUSTRIA, JUNE, 1953 

The 19th Meeting of the Council of the International Federation of Library 
Associations (IFLA) was held in Vienna, June 10 to 13, 1953. Various sections, 
committees, and subcommittees of the Council met separately; the entire group 
also met in some plenary sessions. Discussions were held on the administrative 
set-up of IFLA and on such specific professional topics as the cost of periodical 
subscriptions, library statistics, and education for librarianship including the 
problem of preparing teachers in this field. It was decided to accept the invi- 
tation of Yugoslavia to hold the 20th Meeting of IFLA in that country. The 
topics to be discussed then are: (1) Union Catalogs, and (2) the Protection of 
Collections in Time of Crisis. The meeting is tentatively scheduled for Septem- 
ber 1954, at which time plans for the International Congress on Librarianship 
and Documentation, to be held in 1955, will be prepared. 

Mrs. E. R. Cunningham, Chairman of the IFLA Committee on Periodicals 
and Serial Publications, represented the Medical Library Association at the 
meeting. Together with Dr. A. Kessen and Mr. H. M. Cashmore, Mrs. Cun- 
ningham represented IFLA at the First International Congress on Medical 
Librarianship in London. 


PURCHASING OF BOOKS AND JOURNALS IN EUROPE 


The Purchasing of Books and Journals in Europe, written by Robert A. 
Miller, Director of the Indiana University Libraries, is based upon visits to 
one hundred and eighteen dealers in England, France, Italy, Switzerland, 





134 NEWS ITEMS 


Belgium, Holland, and Denmark. The first section concerns the purchase of 
new books; the second, the acquisition of out-of-print, second-hand books 
(excluding rarities); the third, the ordering, receipt, and claiming of journal 
subscriptions; and the final one, the purchase of back files of journals. The 
paper is issued as the University of Illinois Library School Occasional Papers 
no. 36, October 1953. A copy will be sent to any individual or institution with- 
out charge upon request to the Library School at Urbana, Illinois. 


INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR 
BIOLOGICAL DOCUMENTATION 


The International Committee for Biological Documentation is concerned with 
the international exchange of inforznation about new documentation methods. 
It is planned to organize a cooperative memoir or symposium, under the 
Committee’s auspices, on recent developments as far as they are of a bio- 
logical interest. W. W. Varossieau of Delft is chairman of the Committee. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL BIOHISTORICAL 
COMMISSION (BIOHISTORICAL SUBSECTION) 


The International Biohistorical Commission (Biohistorical Subsection) 
being organized according to the plans made during the Stockholm meetings 
of the Botanical Sections, continues the program of the International Union 
of Biological Sciences’ former International Plant Science Relations and 
Phytohistorical Commission on a wider basis. It aims (1) to further research 
and cooperation between workers in the history of the pure and applied bio- 
logical sciences (agriculture, biogeography, botany, ethnobiology, horticulture, 
early medicine, zoology, etc.), particularly in those fields where history is a key 
to the present and future; (2) to stimulate closer contacts between workers in 
biology and the humanities; (3) to promote international cooperation in the 
biological sciences, with special reference to the various historical factors in- 
volved. It hopes to develop a Biohistorical Institute under its auspices. Its 
publications include Biologia, Index Botanicorum, contributions, and leaflets. 
Dr. F. Verdoorn of Waltham, Massachusetts, is Secretary of the Subsection. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF DOCUMENTATION INSTITUTE 


The annual meeting of the American Documentation Institute was held in 
the Department of Commerce auditorium, Washington, D. C., on November 
Sth and 6th. Three sessions were devoted to program, one to papers on topics 
of outstanding general interest, one to a news roundup from groups making 
bibliographic and documentation studies, and one to round-table discussions 
of problems in editing report literature, documentary reproduction, and or- 
ganization of documentary material. 
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PUBLICATION FOR LAYMEN 

The New York Life Insurance Company has available Should Your Child Be 
a Doctor? in booklet form and in flat reprints for bulletin board use. The 
double-page advertisement, which appeared as one of a series on choosing a 
career which the company is running in national magazines, was written by 
Dr. Walter C. Alvarez, emeritus consultant in medicine at the Mayo Clinic. 
Copies may be obtained without charge or obligation by sending request to the 
Public Relations Department, New York Life Insurance Company, 51 Madison 
Avenue, New York 10, New York. 


PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE APPOINTMENTS 

Dr. Clifton K. Himmelsbach has been assigned as Assistant Chief, Division 
of Hospitals, Public Health Service. Dr. Stanley E. Krumbiegel has been 
appointed Medical Officer in Charge of the U. S. Public Health Service Out- 
patient Clinic at Washington, D. C., Dr. Harold M. Janney is the new Medical 
Director of the Bureau of Prisons, Public Health Service, and Dr. Floyd S. 
Daft is Director of the National Institute of Arthritis and Metabolic Diseases, 
Bethesda, Maryland. 


AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION MEETS 


The eighty-first annual meeting of the American Public Health Association 
gnty £ 


and annual sessions of forty related organizations held at the Hotels Statler 
and New Yorker, New York City, November 9-13, were attended by more than 
five thousand public health workers, physicians, dentists, nurses, engineers, 
statisticians, veterinarians, sanitarians, nutritionists, health educators, en- 
tomologists, biologists, and others from all parts of the free world. The theme 
of the meetings was “‘Meeting the Health Needs of the Community.” 


CONVENTION OF THE NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR CRIPPLED 
CHILDREN AND ADULTS 

The 30th annual convention of the National Society for Cripplied Children 
and Adults was held November 12-14 at the Palmer House in Chicago. Among 
the speakers were Dr. Edward J. McCormick, President of the American 
Medical Association, Dr. Frances R. Horwich, authority on child develop- 
ment, and Dr. Henry H. Kessler, medical director of the Kessler Institute for 
Rehabilitation, West Orange, New Jersey. 

The National Society was recently awarded the Distinguished Service 
Certificate by The President’s Committee on Employment of the Physically 
Handicapped for outstanding achievement and service through its nationwide 
program of employment for the crippled. 
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NEW JOURNAL 

The first issue of the new quarterly Journal of the All-India Ophthalmological 
Society appeared in April 1953. It includes original articles, case reports, prog- 
ress reviews, book reviews of clinical and therapeutic interest, and summaries 
of current ophthalmic literature. Address Dr. S. N. Cooper, Editor, Journal of 
the All-India Ophthalmological Society, Laud Mansion, 21, Queens Road, 
Bombay 4, India. Subscription per year, $3.50. 

PERSONAL NOTES 

Scott Adams and Verner W. Clapp were guest editors of the July issue of 
Library Trends which was devoted to “Current Trends in Libraries of the United 
States Government.” 

Karl A. Baer has assumed the duties of Librarian of the American Phar- 
maceutical Association, Washington, D. C. 

Alfred N. Brandon (Syracuse, ’48; U. of Illinois, 751) has been appointed 
Librarian at the College of Medical Evangelists, Loma Linda, California. 
Mr. Brandon was formerly Librarian of the Transportation Library at the 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 

James C. Dance is Librarian of the Psychology Library, Columbia Uni- 
versity Libraries and is not connected with the Psychiatric Institute Library 
of the Medical Center as was stated in the October issue of the BULLETIN. 

Edith J. Daniel has been appointed Medical Librarian at the School of 
Medicine, Howard University, Washington, D. C. 

Lora-Frances Davis, formerly Librarian of the Florida State Board of Health, 
has taken up her new duties as Medical Librarian for the Far East Command, 
U. S. Army, at the Tokyo Army Hospital, Tokyo, Japan. She sailed from 
Seattle at the end of September. 

Helen Field was married on October 10th to Mr. Giles S. Rich, of New York 
City. 

Thomas P. Fleming’s title has been changed to Librarian, Medical-Natural 
Sciences Libraries of the Columbia University Libraries. 

Francis B. O’Leary is Assistant Librarian for Natural Sciences, Columbia 
University Libraries. 

William A. Southern, Librarian, Abbott Laboratories, North Chicago, 
Illinois, has been granted a Fulbright Fellowship to study special libraries in 
England and on the continent. 





Book Reviews and Journal Notes 


SHAW, RALPH R. The Use of Photography for Clerical Routines. Washington, 
D. C., American Council of Learned Societies, 1953. 85 p. illus. $1.00. 
Ever since Dr. Shaw introduced his first homemade model of what was to 

become the Photoclerk at the Department of Agriculture Library in July 

1948, there has been lively speculation as to the economies it would produce 

in routine library work. His report to the American Council of Learned So- 

cieties of the use of the Remington Rand produced Photoclerk at the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and in eleven cooperating libraries is a convincing demon- 
stration of the usefulness of this new library tool. Savings varied from $18,000 

a year at the Department of Agriculture, where the Photoclerk is integrated 

into many aspects of clerical work, to $515 at the Enoch Pratt Free Library 

where it was used to provide book order records, copies of overdues and of 
letters and documents. 

There are limitations to the work done by the present Photoclerk which is 
restricted to 3 x 5 and 4 x 6 copying; but since a great mass of library materials 
for office duplication fall within these sizes, that is no major barrier. The ease 
with which it is used is a great advantage but whether using it is as simple 
as the report suggests might be queried. Running the paper through the 
camera would seem to present fewer problems than the developing procedures, 
which probably require someone with a degree of skill in photographic work. 
The report indicates that no dark room is needed, but the use of one would 
seem to facilitate this process. 

Both the Photoclerk and the Developer tank are larger than might be 
anticipated and could present space problems in crowded offices; there is also 
the need for a water connection to the tank. A disadvantage lies in having 
to wait until sufficient photographing has been done to develop the copy; unless 
the machine is made great use of, this could mean a wait of days. 

The variety of copy work to which the cooperating libraries submitted the 
Photoclerk included copying involved in administrative routines, reference 
and bibliography, circulation work, acquisition, cataloging and bindery records. 
As Dr. Shaw indicates, libraries not only enjoyed savings through use of the 
Photoclerk but they benefited by increased production and greater accuracy; 
they saved in supervisory and professional time, and, perhaps most important 
of all, they had an opportunity to experiment with a scientific management 


approach to library routines. 
JouHN FALL 
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Medizinischer Literaturnachweis Deutsche und Auslindische Biicher, Zeitschriften 
und Zeitschriftenaufsdtze aus den Bestdnden der Offentlichen Wissenschaftlichen 
Bibliothek zu Berlin. Berlin, VEB Verlag Volk und Gesundheit, v. 1, Nr. 1, 
Oktober 1952. 

A list of books, journals, and journal articles in German and foreign lan- 
guages, the first issue contained material from 443 journals, 231 German, and 
212 foreign. More journals have been added in each issue since then. Citations 
are arranged in sixteen large subject groups (e.g. Anatomy, Pharmacology, 
Surgery) and within each group in three sub-groups: books, specialty medical 
journal articles, and articles from non-specialized journals. In these sub-groups 
the items are listed alphabetically by author or issuing agent. Titles are given 
in the original language if this is a common western language; otherwise, they 
are translated into German with the original language noted in parentheses. 
No author or general subject index is furnished. Lists of journals and their 
abbreviations are in each issue. Forty-three hundred items were published in 
May 1953. 

Those who live in Berlin may see the items listed by visiting the Offentliche 
Wissenchaftliche Bibliothek; those at a distance may obtain some of this 
material from local scientific and scholarly libraries listed in each index, or 
may obtain photocopies from the Editors of the M edizinischer Lileraturnachweis. 
Since unbound journals do not circulate from the Berlin Library even on 
interlibrary loan, photocopying is meant to be used as a substitute. 

EsTELLE BROpDMAN, PH.D. 


Stedman’s Medical Dictionary. 18th Revised Edition. Edited by NormMan 
BurKE TAyLor in collaboration with Lieut. Cot. ALLEN ELLSwortH 
TAyYLor. Baltimore, Williams & Wilkins, 1953. xliv, 1561 p. illus. $11.50. 
As the editors of this popular dictionary justly remark in the preface: 

“To the creation of medical words there is no end.” There is equally no end 

to the necessity of omitting outmoded and obsolete terms and of correcting 

older definitions in the light of newly acquired knowledge. On the whole this 
reviewer believes the authors have done as well at this task as any two in- 
dividuals could. He regrets, however, that they have not enlisted the aid of 
specialists in various fields, for the dictionary would have profited by it. 
For example, mesothelioma is defined as a lepidoma of the second order. I am 
sure that very few individuals alive today remember the complicated tumor 
terminology introduced by Adami in 1909 and never accepted by the medical 
fraternity. In contradistinction, the terms cys/osarcoma phyllodes and sarcoma 
botryoides, which date back more than one hundred years but are in constant 
use today are not even mentioned. One seeking information about nerve 
tumors will be both confused and led astray by finding neurinoma defined as 
neurofibroma and neurofibroma defined as a false neuroma while a neuroma 
is described as synonymous with ganglioneuroma. The term neurilemoma 
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which was introduced in 1935 and is now in general use in the United States 
is omitted. 

In their preface the authors have included an excellent discussion of medical 
etymology which should be studied and heeded by all those who contemplate 
composing new words. In these days in which Greek has become truly a dead 
language and Latin is fast disappearing from the curricula of American schools 
and colleges, some of the new words devised are a source of pain and sorrow 
to the classical scholar. The editors note unhappily the compounding of Greek 
and Latin roots in many medical terms but acknowledge that little can be done 
about it. Although the word fibroma, denoting a fibrous tumor and compounded 
from both Latin and Greek roots, has become so familiar through constant 
usage as to be a fixture in the language, the editors courageously try to combat 
this by including the all Greek root term inoma, in the hope no doubt that 
this purer term will supplant the mongrel but more euphonious fibroma. A 
vain hope, I am afraid. 

This dictionary represents a splendid job of book manufacture. In spite of 
its size, the flexible cover and the excellent paper make it not too heavy for 
convenient handling, and the type and spacing are so arranged as to make 
words easy to find and definitions easily legible in spite of the necessarily 
small type. This eighteenth edition of a standard medical dictionary will 
continue to serve the public as preceding editions have done in the past. 

ARTHUR Purpy Stout, M.D. 


POLATIN, PHILLIP AND PHILTINE, E. C. The Well-adjusted Personality: Pre- 
venlive Psychiatry for Everyday Use. Phila., Lippincott, c1952. 266 p. 
$3.95. 

After reading this book I feel that it should be put out in a paper covered 
edition in order to make it available to more people. The very people who are 
most in need of the excellent advice contained in this volume will probably 
miss it. It should be in every drug store, book store, and magazine rack in the 
country. 

As a physician who, though not a psychiatrist, is very much interested in 
the psychiatric approach to illness, I was very much impressed by the common 
sense, down to earth, and realistic approach made to the many problems of 
adult life. Here is no esoteric phraseology, no fantastic dream analysis, and 
no myth making—those things which have put psychiatry in such a poor light 
with so many people and which have made many people paradox conscious— 
that no one needs psychiatry like a psychiatrist. 

The authors point out that many difficulties arise because people expect 
too much of themselves. It is not enough for instance to want to be a physician; 
one must have the ability to be one. In failing to recognize our limitations we 
bring much grief into our lives. 

The book deals with the life and problem of students, adjustments to one’s 
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job, marriage and its adjustments, whether one should marry or not, having 
children, the rights as well as the responsibilities of parents, the problems of 
parenthood, the change of life, and the advanced years. All of these subjects 
are discussed in ordinary English and with good sense. The authors point out 
that the psychiatrist can work no magic, that most of his success comes as a 
result of arousing insight on the part of the patients. 

There is so much that is excellent in this book that it is difficult to pick 
any samples to illustrate the presentation. There was one statement which 
impressed this reviewer. In discussing how many parents are prone to introduce 
tensions and dissensions into the home in ill-advised attempts to do things in 
a material way for their children, the authors say, “It is important to remember 
that children can be happy under any physical circumstances of living as long 
as their mother and father are happy together; actually, we can do them no 
greater disservice than to promote their physical welfare at the cost of our 
contentment as husbands and wives, for then we are polluting their emotional 
climate.” 


Practically every literate adult should read this book. 
F. L. Roperts, M.D. 


Coorr, ROBERT, comp. The Quiel Arl: A Doctor’s Anthology. Baltimore, 

Williams & Wilkins, 1952. [xii] 284 p. illus. $3.00. 

Dr. Coope, Liverpool physician, surgeon, and medical editor, is, of course, 
well-known on this side of the water for his professional publications. As a 
collector, here, of ‘‘wise saws and modern instances,” he casts a wide net that 
encompasses a field far larger than that of medical literature even in its broadest 
reaches. On the whole, his catch appeals to the present reviewer as a quite 
tenable one—perhaps more so in its wise saws than in its modern instances. 
It is pleasant to believe that the little book will provide a great deal of quiet 
delight for the contemplative physician, medical student, and medical librarian, 
and that quotations from it will from time to time be found adorning their 
rhetorical efforts. 

The reader who starts at the beginning is likely to discover for himself 
that this is one of the few anthologies that invites consecutive, rather than 
haphazard, reading. This is so not because the division into eight sections 
follows a faintly progressive pattern, but because the appeal of each excerpt 
is usually strong enough to encourage a sampling of the next one. The reader 
will do well, however, to devise at the outset his own system for recovering, 
if he be of the kidney that remembers faces but not names, a given passage: 
for the author index, the section- and excerpt-headings will probably not much 
help him. 

The section headings—The science and the art; Students all; Vignettes; 
The doctor’s workshop; “This insubstantial pageant;’”’ The compleat doctor; 
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At the close of the day; ‘‘The sanctuary of my soul’’—hardly suggest the firm 
tone of the book, the variety of subjects actually covered, the often charming 
or stimulating effects achieved by juxtapositions surprising by reason of 
mixture of periods or forms or subject matter. You may have on one page passages 
from the Gospel of St. John, Plato, and Pasteur; on another, passages from 
Harvey Cushing, J. S. Le Fanu, and Ecclesiasticus; on another, a poem on 
cremation by Galsworthy and a passage from the Pilgrim’s Progress by a 
somewhat earlier John—all linked together by a chain which often is felt 
rather than seen. The compiler has gone for some of his contemporary material 
to such anthologically unorthodox sources as standard medical journals and 
textbooks. There should be no occasion for surprise that, of the 258-odd authors 
drawn upon, he has gone oftenest to the prince of quoters himself, the endlessly 
quotable Sir William Osler. American readers will note with pleasure the 
relatively large contribution of Oliver Wendell Holmes to the book; as well, 
the contributions of our contemporaries (some now dead) Alvarez, Cushing, 
J. C. Da Costa, George Dock, Longcope, Major, W. S. Thayer. As may be 
surmised, the excerpts range from profound philosophic and scientific observa- 
tion couched in classic terms to the homely but fundamental truth uncovered 
in a humorous anecdote. 

If one were so disposed, exception might be taken here and there to the 
excerpt-headings, which tend to be subtly allusive rather than dull, literal 
guides to the contents. More serious, is the frequent absence of adequate 
reference to source. Since skeletal references do appear frequently, it is clear 
that the compiler recognized the desirability of the references but felt unable 
to complete the onerous chore of verification. Though it is true that an anony- 
mous or falsely attributed saying may chill or inflame us quite effectively, 
the fastidious user of such a collection takes a particular pleasure in being able 
to prove that he is rendering unto Caesar things which are truly his. 

The anthologist is one of the bravest of men, laying his own soul bare, as 
he perforce does. Few come out of their ordeal as unscathed as Dr. Coope 
appears to this reader to have done. 

W. B. McDAntet, 2p, Pu.D. 


Rivista di storia della scienze mediche e naturali. Anno 43, N. 3, settembre- 

dicembre, 1952. 

Historians of medicine in the United States will be especially interested 
in the issue of the Rivista di storia delle scienze mediche e naturali, Anno XLITI, 
N. 3, settembre-dicembre 1952, since it carries on pages 398-400 an account 
of the honors paid at Bologna on April 26—27th, 1952, to Dr. Jerome P. Webster 
and Dr. Martha Teach Gnudi in recognition of their outstanding work on 
Tagliacozzi (reviewed by Dr. Saul Jarcho in BULLETIN 39: 375-376, Oct. 
1951.) The issue includes on pages 335-344 the paper presented by Dr. Gnudi 
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on that occasion before the Societa italiana di storia delle scienze mediche e 
naturali and the Societa di chirurgia plastica; the title is “L’oroscopo di 
Gaspare Tagliacozzi nell’ opera di Giovanni Antonio Magini.” On page 386 


Vincenzo Busacchi reviews the paper delivered by Dr. Webster on the same 
occasion, “Un ritratto cinquecentesco di un medico bolognese: Gaspare 
Tagliacozzi?”’ This paper was printed earlier in monograph form and dis- 
tributed at the meetings. On pages 366-372 there is an appreciative account, 
probably one of the last writings from the pen of Dr. Arturo Castiglioni, of 
the work of George Sarton. 


Dorotuy M. ScHULLIAN, Pu.D. 


Dusos, RENE JULES AND Dusos, JEAN. The White Plague, Tuberculosis; 
Man and Society. Boston, Little, Brown, c1952. viii, 277 p. illus. $4.00. 
Diseases have had a profound influence on the history of mankind. Some 

ascribe the decline of Greece to malaria. The Black Death not only “carried 
off” from one quarter to a third of Europe’s population, but brought in its wake 
certain economic dislocations which radically changed mediaeval industry 
and husbandry. Leprosy contributed enormously to the spread of the city 
hospital. Syphilis, cholera, typhus, and influenza have each in their varying 
ways altered the histories of peoples and lands. 

In The White Plague, René and Jean Dubos tell the tale of one disease, 
tuberculosis, and of its effects on man and society. It is a fascinating tale, 
told with skill and authority. Blended in this recitation are the mortal adven- 
tures of such famous consumptives as Keats, Shelley, Chopin, and Duplessis, 
Dumas’ Camille. With these ghoulishly picturesque vignettes there is com- 
bined an historical exposition of what the layman and the doctor knew and 
believed about the origin and nature of phthisis, as the disease was termed, 
since the time of antiquity until Laennec and Koch laid bare, one the intricacies 
of the clinical picture, and the other the microbic agent of tuberculosis. The 
variegated patterns of therapy—how the disease was treated down the ages— 
are portrayed in all their bizarre and inspired elements. All this makes the 
book interestingly instructive. But it is distinguished in still another respect, 
for it expounds the crucial thesis that tuberculosis is a “‘social disease and 
presents problems that transcend the conventional medical approach.” It 
validates the contention, so bewildering to the traditional epidemiologists and 
pathologists, that tuberculosis is not alone caused by the tubercle bacillus. 
What the authors so effectively tell of tuberculosis can and should be told 
of other diseases as well. Disease is a social manifestation, engendered no less 
by economic, cultural, and psychological, than by microbial, toxic, and other 
“specific” agents. 

For all its learning and deep insight The White Plague reads least like a 
medical thesis and most like a fascinating novel, which of course in certain 
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respects it is. The book is enthusiastically commended to both the general 
reader and to those who have a professional interest in health and disease. 
Taco GALpston, M.D. 


International Poliomyelitis Conference, 2d, Copenhagen, 1952. Poliomyelitis, 
Papers and Discussion. Philadelphia, Lippincott, 1952. xxi, 555 p. illus. $7.50. 
This volume, a record of the Second International Poliomyelitis Conference, 

is the most comprehensive single source of information available on the subject. 

Any reader who compares it with the proceedings of the first conference, 

published three years earlier, will be impressed by the advance of knowledge 

during the interval. 

Of the many interesting and important contributions, only a few can be 
mentioned here. The Papers of Enders, on the propagation of poliomyelitis 
viruses in cultures of non-neutral tissue; of Dalldorf and of Curnen, on the 
Coxsackie viruses; and of Hill, on inoculation procedures as a provoking factor 
in poliomyelitis, all deal with fields of research first opened in 1948 or since. 
The tissue-culture work has revolutionized laboratory techniques and eliminated 
some of the most serious difficulties in the preparation of vaccines. 

In 1948 observations on a few strains of poliomyelitis virus had indicated 
the existence of two immunologic types, possibly a third. Salk, one of a col- 
laborating group, here reports the systematic typing of 100 strains and their 
grouping into three types. Casals, attacking a problem that numerous earlier 
workers have failed to solve, reports preparation of satisfactory complement- 
fixing antigens for one type of virus. The paper of Olin provides the clearest 
evidence so far produced on the relative severity of paralytic poliomyelitis in 
older age groups, together with other interesting epidemiologic data. 

The subject matter ranges from the basic nature and behav.or of viruses 
in general to the psychological aspects and social problems of poliomyelitis. 
Diagnosis, treatment, and rehabilitation are dealt with in several papers that 
should be of special interest to clinicians. 

Harry M. Weaver, M.D. 


Brucu, Hitpe. Don’t Be Afraid of Your Child; a Guide for Perplexed Parents. 

New York, Farrar, Straus and Young, 1952. 297 p. $3.75. 

Within the last decade libraries on parent education have been deluged by 
numerous books on the psychological aspects of child care. Parents were 
warned repeatedly of dire consequences resulting from certain activities and 
attitudes, and also the consequences of omission as well. The upbringing of 
children had become an exact science with specific rules to be studied and 
remembered. Mothers often rejected their natural impulses, leaning heavily 
on the word of the book and the advice of lecturers and child psychologists. 

It was inevitable that a book would be written to relieve maternal tensions 
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resulting from this strict adherence, a book which would relax mothers without 
rejecting the many valuable contributions made in the field of child care and 
child development. Such a volume is Don’t Be Afraid of Your Child by Dr. 
Hilde Bruch. Unfortunately, the title is misleading for it carries with it the 
implication that parents should force their will upon the child and expect 
obedience. However, this is not the nature of the book; for it is rather an 
attempt to relieve parents of the almost constant fear of harming the child 
by their normal everyday actions. 

Generally speaking, this book succeeds in its effort; but there are evidences 
that Dr. Bruch, in her attempt to reassure, states as facts, matters which are 
controversial. Such is a statement that “‘the urge to be affectionate and tender 
with children is so strong in every adult that there is little danger of a child 
growing up with his own father and mother and not receiving enough fondling 
and friendly stimulation.” It also seems unfair to criticize the ‘‘rooming-in”’ 
regime for the newborn mothers on the basis that its primary object is to 
relieve the worry of the newborn mother. Observation of rooming-in makes 
clear that there are many more benefits to be obtained. 

But this is a book which can be recommended if one adheres to a quotation 
from Dr. Bruch herself, that in recommending a book the pediatrician ‘‘may 
warn the mother that, with all respect for the author’s opinion, there are 
certain topics on which he disagrees and that the mother should not believe 
everything too literally.” 

MILTon I. Levine, M.D. 


STAMBUL, JosePpH. The Mechanisms of Disease. A Study of the Autonomic 
Nervous System, the Endocrine System and the Electrolytes in Their Relation- 
ship to Clinical Medicine. New York, Froben Press, 1952. xxxiii, 746 p. 
$15.00. 

Dr. Stambul has summarized and collated a considerable volume of medical 
literature in preparing this book. The bibliography of approximately 1800 
entries, printed on forty-three pages at the end of the book, is ample testimony 
to his industry. The principle determining the selection of material included in 
this book was “...the way in which the various tissue cells of the human 
body carry on their activities under normal circumstances, and how they are 
affected by noxious agents of exogenous or endogenous origin causing disease.”’ 
The information collected in accordance with this principle was then organized 
into ten sections and these sections were then subdivided into forty-three 
chapters. 

As Dr. George Morris Piersol stated in his foreword to this book, “It is 
refreshing to find a medical author who has the vision and courage to depart 
from orthodox concepts in a discussion of disease processes.” But it is im- 
portant also that the departure from the path of orthodoxy be well supported 
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with facts and that the conclusions be arrived at through logical usage of thsoe 
facts. This reviewer has been impressed by the number of facts presented 
in this book, but has observed also that at some of the critical stages in the 
development of the author’s thesis, the facts are few and often were derived 
from observations which have been superseded or at least augmented by 
recent work which the author did not cite. The author’s conclusion that all 
cells of the animal body are innervated will serve as an example to illustrate 
this weakness. He cited fifteen papers published between 1862 and 1933 which 
give histological evidence for the presence of nerve fibers to individual skeletal 
muscle cells, cells of the adrenal medulla and cortex, parotid cells, cardiac 
muscle cells, smooth muscle cells of the intestinal tube, and liver cells. But all 
this body of evidence (and note the most recent is twenty years old) does not 
prove that all cells receive an innervation nor that each cell in the tissues 
mentioned above receives a nerve fiber. The author did not except erythrocytes 
and leucocytes of the blood stream nor any of the wandering cells of the con- 
nective tissues from this conclusion. 

The author’s discussion of the mechanism of nerve conduction is notably 
deficient in references to recent work. In his citations from the literature 
on physical aspects of neural conduction, the most recent paper was one of 
Lillie’s published in 1923. The chemical side of neural conduction fared a 
bit better in that some of Nachmansohn’s work published as recently as 1941 
was cited. Continuing his development of the neural phase of his thesis, the 
author then concluded, ‘Each cell is supplied with two kinds of nerves. One 
set carries excitatory and the other inhibitory impulses to the cell membrane.”’ 
Applications of this generalization were developed in subsequent sections of 
the book as, for example, ““The sympathetic nerve fibers carry excitatory 
impulses to the liver cells increasing their membrane permeability, whereas 
the vagus nerves convey inhibitory impulses decreasing the permeability of the 
membranes of the liver cells.” 

In extending his thesis to include bacterial diseases, the author concluded 
that bacterial toxins, like autonomic drugs, affect cells through their autonomic 
innervation. Toxins formed by staphylococcus, streptococcus, and pneu- 
mococcus stimulate sympathetic endings; those formed by diphtheria and 
influenza bacilli cause paralysis of parasympathetic endings; whereas toxins 
of the typhoid bacillus and cholera spirillum stimulate parasympathetic 
terminals. 

The author’s completed thesis can be summarized in this form: (1) the cell 
membrane is the first structure to be altered by the stimuli which produce a 
disease state; it reacts by increasing its permeability, with a consequent loss 
of some of its cytoplasmic constituents, which in turn causes changes in the 
chemical composition of the blood; (2) exchanges of metabolites between the 
interior of cells and their environment through the cell membrane sustain 
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the activities of celis; (3) the mechanisms controlling these exchanges are 
the autonomic nervous system, the endocrine system, and the electrolytes of 
the surrounding medium. Any change in one or more of these controlling 
mechanisms is always followed by a loss of normal! chemical composition and 
function of the effector cells. 

The typography, paper, and binding of the book are acceptable. The type 
is large and clear. There is a gratifying paucity of typographical errors. There 
are no illustrations. The price of the book presages a limited circulation. 

The author has written much in this book which is reasonable despite a 
weakness for generalization in the face of conflicting or inadequate evidence. 
Had he used more of the observations published since the end of World War II 
in the fields of the preclinical sciences, his conclusions would either have been 
modified considerably or supported more convincingly than they are. The 
book’s appeal is limited by the speculative nature of its content to those who 
have the money and the time to peer into the future through partially-ground 


lenses. 
S. R. Bruescu, M.D. 


Muttany, Patrick, ed. The Contributions of Harry Stack Sullivan, a Sym- 
posium on Interpersonal Theory in Psychiatry and Social Science. New York, 
Hermitage House, 1952. 238 p. $3.50. 

This volume of essays consists of appreciative articles by some of Dr. Sul- 
livan’s students and colleagues. For those unfamiliar with Sullivan it should 
serve as a provocative introduction to his clinical and theoretical contributions. 
Those who had the good fortune to work with him will reexperience the flavor 
of those collaborations in reading the papers of Dr. Mary White and Dr. 
Herbert Staveren. Sullivan’s supervisory hours and seminars were penetrating, 
brilliant, and therapeutically resourceful. His exquisite sensitivity to the 
therapist-patient communications often led him to predict with uncanny 
accuracy interactional trends that were subsequently verified. His deep 
conviction in man’s growth potential could escape no one who came to know 
him. 

Dr. Clara Thompson’s paper interestingly contrasts Sullivan’s and Freud’s 
theoretical views. Similarities as well as important differences and their im- 
plications for therapy and possible future developmental trends are discussed. 
The last section of the book is devoted to Sullivan’s contributions to the 
social sciences. His interest in field theory and his efforts to formulate inter- 
personal relations within the framework of a field theory are well presented 
by Dr. Gardner Murphy and Dr. Elizabeth Cattell. 

In the mind of this reviewer there is much of Sullivan’s work which requires 
further study, interpretation, and deciphering. A thorough-going critique is 
called for and has yet to appear. Unfortunately, the more obscure and recondite 
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passages are dealt with by quotation, often leaving the reader no wiser than 
when he started. 

Let us hope that this present volume is only a beginning and that in the 
not too distant future Sullivan’s students and colleagues will carry on where 
they left off. 

EpwaArp S. TAuBER, M.D. 


Focc, J. M., ed. The Scientists Look at Our World. Philadelphia, University 
of Pennsylvania Press, 1952. 147 p. $3.00. (The Benjamin Franklin Lec- 
tures, 4th series) 

This book is a publication of the 1952 Benjamin Franklin lectures by the 
five guest lecturers. These speakers are distinguished scientists in physics, 
chemistry, genetics, medicine, and biology. The subject material in each 
lecture is not treated from the narrow specialist’s point of view but with 
the relation of the field to the world as a whole and to the role that subject 
plays in our over-all economy. The reader will be especially impressed by the 
attempt that each lecturer has made to integrate the role of physics, medicine, 
and genetics into our thinking of today. 

The lecture on ‘‘Plant Sciences in the World Today” by Wendell H. Camp 
is particularly interesting, since it deals with our ability to feed ourselves in a 
world which is rapidly depleting its natural resources. The ‘‘Outwardness of 
Medicine” by Alan Gregg might be read with profit by any layman going 
into medicine, inasmuch as Dr. Gregg gives a good survey of the medical 
problems of the world today. The lecture on ‘““The Varied Uses of Chemistry” 
by W. Albert Noyes, Jr. points out the need for more theorizing in chemistry 
today; this can only be done by scientists who “take their leisure.”” Too many 
top scientists have become administrators having insufficient leisure for con- 
structive thinking. The author points out the basic need for further advances 
in the field of chemistry, as well as the problems in predicting the future for 
chemistry. 

It is all very interesting reading and is recommended for an evening’s en- 
tertainment. 

NICHOLAS GOTTEN, M.D. 


GULDBERG, Oscar, I. Medisinske tidskrifter i Norge, en sammenlikning med 
Karolinska Institutets Bibliotek og Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus. 
Reprint from Szrtrykk fra Nordisk Medicin 47: 784-787, 1952. 

one . Litteraturtjenesten ved provinssykehusene i Norge. Reprint from 
Sertrykk fra Nordisk Medicin 48: 1450-1453, 1952. 

———-—. Medisinske indekser og referater, en sammentlignende studie. Reprint 
from Sertrykk fra Nordisk Medicin 49: 504-507, 1953. 

Three articles by Oscar Fredrik Guldberg of Stavanger, Norway, deal with 
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certain aspects of medical periodical indexes. The first article reports on a 
checking of the periodicals indexed in Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus 
and their holdings in the library of the Karolinska Institutet. In the second 
article the author recommends the use by Norwegian provincial hospitals of 
Current List of Medical Literature and some sections of Excerpta Medica, 
and discusses the purchasing from abroad of microfilm and photoprints. The 
third article presents statistics of a comparison of the number of journals 
indexed in volume 47 of QC/M with the number indexed in the December 
1951 issue of Current List. Figures are given on the appearance of articles 
and their indexing in Current List. Chemical Abstracts is reported more up-to- 
date than Excerpia Medica. A brief abstract in English is given for each article. 
The incorporation of these individual studies into a treatment of all the 
variables of the subject and the inclusion of more up-to-date and larger sam- 


plings would lend greater value and validity to the conclusions. 
ANNA E. DOUGHERTY 


GACKETT, PAUL. The Cardboard Giants. N. Y., Putnam 1952. vi, 308 p. $3.50. 

This book purports to answer a growing demand on the part of laymen for 
a readable exposition of the thoughts and terrors of the paranoid patient as he 
beats his way back via various therapies to the world of so-called reasonable 
men. If statistics are to be taken at face value, the number of such disordered 
and suffering people is appalling. Obviously, anything that can contribute to 
the bridging of the gap between them and their families and friends is greatly 
to be wished. 

Unfortunately, this is not such a contribution. The author has made a great 
and a too conscious—effort to relive his painful experiences as a patient in a 
VA hospital. These are not scenes of emotion recollected in tranquillity, but 
rather scenes constructed with much knitting of the brow and chewing of the 
pencil point. The end result is at once wooden and artificial. “Reflection of 
the sun on floor by the center door. I hate that damn sun. I wish it would 
rain. A nice New England Northeaster. Wild wind and beating rain for about 
four days and I could watch it through the wet black bars...” 

There is a good deal of mumbo-jumbo about oxygen therapy, but if the 
reader hopes for any enlightenment he is in for a disappointment. The reader 
will be equally at a loss in the matter of the role of the hospital chaplain and 
the fellow patients in the hospital ward. They appear to have had something 
to do with the ultimate recovery, but that something remains vague and 
unconvincing. 

The cardboard giants are alas also cardboard characters. Whether they 
win their battles or not, and how they do it, is of little concern because es- 
sentially the author is not communicating with the reader. We are not all 
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Dostoievsky, to be sure, but the great name serves to remind us that all such 
attempts have not been so futile. 
JUSTINE RANDERS-PEHRSON 


GREENACRE, PHYLLIS. Trauma, Growth and Personality. New York, Norton, 

1952. 328 p. $4.50. 

This book is written by a psychoanalyst for psychoanalysts but it should 
appeal to many other people working in different professional fields, in par- 
ticular to physicians who are interested in the process of psychoanalytic 
treatment and the theoretical thinking of psychoanalytic research. The solid 
foundations of the book are the sensitive and alert observations on and the 
detailed description of treatment in borderline states and psychotic patients. 

Thirteen of the fourteen chapters have been previously published. They 
are held together by the pattern of the inquiry. The final chapter, not previously 
published, summarizes the plan and unity of the previous studies. The series 
of essays represents an attempt to answer questions that arise out of clinical 
observations, in particular the question, “How did it all originate?” by evaluat- 
ing the symptoms of the patients in terms of their life histories and by com- 
paring these findings to psychoanalytic theories and also to observations by 
investigators who started from divergent premises. In particular, findings 
gained in direct observations of infants and children are compared to the 
reconstructed events. 

Psychoanalytic theories have undergone many changes since F[reud’s 
earliest formulations, more than half a century ago. In recent years the trend 
of thinking has moved in the direction of emphasizing the emotional and 
social forces that influence the personality development. Dr. Greenacre re- 
vitalizes the older biologically oriented theories. She differentiates between 
predisposing factors and those producing the essential neurosis out of the 
emotional interplay with important figures in the environment. Predisposition 
in this sense is different, though not always distinguishable from the inherited 
constitutional factors, and it may develop, according to Dr. Greenacre’s 
hypothesis, as the result of severe suffering and frustration in the ante-natal 
period, during the birth process and early post-natal months. According to this 
concept, such events may leave an organic imprint in their wake. A child 
with such a heightened organic response is apt to over-react to the restraints 
and frustrations of childhood and the difficulties engendered by parental 
attitudes. Dr. Greenacre’s concept of trauma is dynamic and flexible, often 
arising out of the discrepancy of an infant’s readiness for training and new 
experiences and the severity and duration with which such stimulations are 
applied. Quite often the procedures are normal for the process of acculturation, 
but they become traumatic when ill-timed and applied without consideration 
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for the inherent maturity factor. Thus a physiological function such as sphincter 
control, though established early in life, may remain poorly integrated. 

The first three chapters deal with observations related to special stresses 
during the birth process which produce a basic anxiety that permeates all 
responses and reactions of such a person. Other chapters deal with urination 
and weeping, functions of which the child becomes aware at about the same 
time. These two functions may serve as equivalent expressions if there is 
severe prohibition or other confusion about them. Symptoms and disturbances 
in respiration, vision, development of headaches, and general neuromuscular 
organization are examined in a similar way. Though the main thesis concerns 
itself with personality development in reaction and as expression of this 
altered body awareness, the influence of contradictions and conflicts in parental 
and cultural attitudes is not neglected. It receives a distinguished discussion in 
the chapter dealing with psychopathic development. 

The book makes stimulating, though not always easy reading and the 
hypothetical nature of the different questions and efforts at interrelating them 
are clearly formulated. In spite of this, psychoanalytic theories are handled at 
times as if they were proven facts and even a psychoanalyst will regret this. 

HI_pE Brucn, M.D. 


LECron, Les.ie M., ed. Experimental Hypnosis; A Symposium of Articles on 
Research by Many of the World’s Leading Authorities. New York, Macmillan, 
1952. xviii, 483 p. $6.00. 

It may be said that only within the last twenty years has hypnosis come of 
age. Until the early thirties, when both the academic and practical psychologists 
recovered the subject as a respectable addendum to psychological research and 
as an instrument of therapeutic value, it held the dubieus distinction of a 
museum piece. Relegated to the by-ways of knowledge, largely ignored, and 
held suspect by all but a handful of scientists and physicians, it might forever 
have remained a field of inquiry to be exploited by charlatans or employed 
sub rosa by more daring clinicians. In 1933, however, the publication of Hull’s 
Hypnosis and Suggestibility broke through the barrier behind which the subject 
had been confined. Hypnosis, released from limbo, now assumed its proper 
dignity. Pioneered, after Hull by Erickson, Brenman and Gill, Lindner, 
Wolberg, and others, a new era began, an era signalized by intensive experi- 
mentation, clinical research, and scientific discussion in which all phases of the 
topic were, for the first time, subjected to public examination. As events proved, 
after the enthusiasm of re-discovery had abated somewhat, and the dust raised 
by the first furor of resettlement of this large domain of knowledge had dis- 
persed, hypnosis as a valid subject of interest and use stood forth clearly, 
nevermore (it seems) to be returned to its outcast state. 

The book under review is a commendable and successful effort to continue 
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the process of recovery begun two decades ago. In it, twenty-one authors of 
varying backgrounds, eleven physicians, one dentist, nine psychologists, and 
from different places including the United States, England, South Africa, 
Sweden, and Denmark, communicate the results of their work in the field. 
While the papers, separately estimated, vary in quality and significance, the 
book as a whole has a good deal of integrity. It does fulfill its editor’s intention 
by presenting hypnosis in a serious light, by assuming it to be-—as it is—a valid 
subject of inquiry with its own sphere of applicability both for the investigation 
of mind and the alleviation of human distress. That these authors speak final 
words on the subject, or that any of them can pretend to unquestionable 
authority, is of course not even to be considered; but it remains inescapably 
true that each author adds a little to our eventual mastery of a topic too long, 
and for the poorest reasons, surrounded by mystery and hidden by myth. 
The function of science is to extend horizons of thought and activity. In this 
sense. despite obvious defects, Experimental Hypnosis deserves wide reading. 
RoBERT LINDNER, PH.D. 





Obituaries 


Joun CHARLES HARDING 
1861-1952 


J. C. Harding, former librarian of the Cleveland Medical Library Associa- 
tion, died in San Diego, California, on December 8, 1952. He was born in 
Ashburton, Devonshire, England, on January 3, 1861. In 1871 his family 
moved to Prescott, Ontario. For several years he followed the sea; then went 
to Cleveland in the late 1890’s, becoming secretary and medical photographer 
for the late Dr. George W. Crile, one of the founders of the Cleveland Clinic. 

When the Cleveland Medical Library moved into its first home in 1898, 
his wife, Sarah, became the Librarian. In 1900 Mr. Harding became connected 
with it as assistant, and succeeded his wife as Librarian in 1918, a post which 
he held until his retirement in 1939 when he moved to California. As Librarian 
Mr. Harding was more than a keeper of books and records; he was the Library 
itself, and its books were his treasures which he loved and preserved. He 
displayed a keen interest in the affairs of the Medical Library Association 
serving as a member of the Executive Committee from 1928 until 1933, and as 
Editor of the BULLETIN from 1931 until 1935. 

He is survived by a son, J. C. Almy Harding, D.D.S., of San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, and a daughter, Miss Gertrude Harding of Detroit, Michigan. 

ApDA FLoypb 


ARCHIBALD Mattocu, M.D. 
1887-1953 


The Medical Library Association lost an Honorary Member and one of its 
staunchest supporters in the death of Dr. Archibald Malloch on September 19, 
1953. One of our few physician-librarians, he became active in the Association 
almost immediately after entering the library field; he had become Librarian 
of the New York Academy of Medicine in January 1926. During his three years 
as president of the Medical Library Association, 1927/28 to 1929/30, he tried 
to pilot the Association according to the simple, honest principles by which his 
life was guided. Again and again he urged members to be more altruistic in 
their Exchange dealings, not to give it just material unworthy of selling: “‘the 
best way to look out for Number One is to care for Numbers Two, Three, and 
Four first.” He reacted strongly against the circulation of want-lists and the 
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short-circuiting of the Exchange by direct interchange between libraries, say- 
ing, “If these practices were much increased, our Association would become 
invertebrate, for the Exchange is its very backbone.” 

But it was not only in admonishment that his influence was used. During 
all of the twenty-three years of his active career he worked unremittingly to 
bring more physicians into the Association and to draw closer the ties between 
the medical profession and their libraries. He sought continually to make 
physicians and librarians recognize and promote their inter-dependence. 

It was due to his own concern with the history and literature of medicine 
that he had been drawn into library work; he had “given up his vocation to 
take up his avocation as his profession.”” He brought to his new profession a 
freshness of approach untrammeled by training and custom, and to the end, 
he always saw first the reader’s point of view. We shall not soon forget his 
healthy impatience with the jargon of librarians: “I am a little tired of the 
word ‘service’ in connection with libraries, for such should be the obligation of 
all who live.” 

His administration of the Academy Library extended over more than two 
decades, momentous for librarianship and for his Library. The exigencies of 
two world wars brought heavy problems of collection-maintenance and of 
personnel. Library salaries more than doubled, while qualified staff grew scarcer 
and scarcer. Books from abroad were unobtainable for long periods, and 
periodical files were completed over the years only by the greatest efforts. 
Under such conditions it was no small accomplishment to engineer the expan- 
sion of the Academy Library which took place during this period. Its book- 
stock nearly doubled, its salary budget nearly trebled, and its staff nearly 
quadrupled. His librarianship was keenly tempered in this fire of mounting 
demands. He had no choice but to learn by the hard way of experience. 

Administration was not Dr. Malloch’s first love, however. His real interest 
lay in the history of medicine and in the scholarship through which it grows, 
and it was in these fields that he took the greatest satisfaction. His individual 
contributions to our historical knowledge were large. As one of the editors of 
the Bibliotheca Osleriana, he shared the labors and the reward of producing a 
tremendously useful bibliography. His Finch and Baines, Short years (the life 
of John B. MacCallum), and the Medical Interchange between the British Isles 
and America before 1801 collect and preserve an amazing amount of medical 
biography. 

During all his professional career he worked to improve the situation of 
medical bibliography. It was due in no small part to his efforts that the Index- 
Catalogue was continued beyond its Third Series and that it salvaged many of 
the entries whose exclusion was contemplated. He was active in urging a more 
adequate budget for the Army Medical Library in order that it should acquire 
the literature to keep the /ndex-Catalogue on a high level. He encouraged the 
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Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus to extend its coverage of important jour- 
nals. Full of projects for getting indexes compiled for some of the great sources 
for medical history, he suggested subject indexes for Haller’s bibliographies and 
an author index for the medical catalog of the Bibliothéque Impériale. How 
many of us remember that as far back as 1929, in his presidential address, Dr. 
Malloch saw the value and invited authorship for a small guide to our litera- 
ture, ‘Useful Reference Books for a Medical Library,” an undertaking which 
was eventually achieved in the Association’s Handbook of Medical Library 
Practice, though he did not at that time envisage so formidable a list? Through- 
out his addresses, his papers, his books, exist a wealth of literary allusion and 
familiarity with the great events and personages of the medical past which 
mark him as the type of scholar who knows his particular literature and wants 
to share it with others. 

What we remember Dr. Malloch for most, however, is not so much his 
Association activities, his librarianship, or his scholarship, eminent though he 
was in all of these. We see him as the modest, warmhearted man, a good friend 
to his colleagues in libraries and in the medical profession here and abroad. He 
was meticulous in giving credit where it was due, and often disclaimed it when 
it rightfully belonged to him. His interest in people was never failing, and was 
often expressed in a sly but gentle humor that always brought response. This 
kindliness covered a steadfast rectitude that on occasion could speak out with 


forthrightness. He did with his might what was given him to do, and, to our 
vast benefit, that happened to be medical librarianship. 
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